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         OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO ... the family of S. Carl House who passed away 
on Sunday, June 9, 2019 in the United Hospital Center under the care of WVU Hospice, he was 87 
years old.       

        Carl had been a faithful member of First Baptist Church since his baptism on January 13, 1974. 
        Our condolences to daughters, Rhonda Coffman and husband Tom and Susan Simmons and  
husband Rocky. Sons: Steven House and wife Glenda and Mark House and wife Billie. Also to Sister- 
in-law, Natalie Kepner and husband Harry; and nephew, Brent Kepner and wife Christie; and their            
extended family. 

 

 

   

 
 

 

   Help is needed to refill the shelves of our Food Pantry.   
The top 10 items that are needed are: 

 

 Boxed Dinners  Canned Meat (Chicken and Tuna) Peanut Butter 

 Canned Vegetables Pasta of all kinds    Jelly 

 Baked Beans  Pasta Sauce     Juice Boxes 

 Snack Bars   Canned Fruit    Mac & Cheese 

 Canned Soup  Cereals     Spaghetti O’s 

 Crackers   Green Beans & Corn                       Ravioli   

 

                            Thanks for your support! All donations are appreciated.  

                                  Collection boxes are located at both entrances.   

   

                 GREETERS FOR JULY 2019 
      

 Sunday,  July 7th -  Bobby and Debbie Snelson 

 Sunday,  July 14th -  Steve and Julie Preston 

 Sunday,  July 21st -  Steve and Julie Preston 

 Sunday,  July 28th -  Don and Linda Roberts 

 

  CONNECTION CONTACTS FOR JULY 2019 
      

    Sunday, July 7th - Jennifer Moats 

    Sunday,  July 14th - Jennifer Moats 

    Sunday,  July 21st - Sue and Tom Mullen 

    Sunday,  July 28th - Karen McGraw and Carol 

               Armentrout      

THIS WEEK'S CONCERNS: Carl Chewning; Lori Daniels; Ruth Harrold and David; Rob Lindsay; 
Tom and Carolyn Pinegar; and Odell Shreve;  

RECENT REQUESTS: Sherry Bee; Lynn Blue; Mike Coberly; Lynn Collins; Jack Cromer; Chris 
Cunningham;  Emma Eliason, Thomas Eidell, Sr.; Mary Hammack; Ruth Lewis; Bob & Paula 
Miller; Cheryl Moore; Mike Phillips;  Alex Pritt; Lucky Ray; Barbara Smith; Wanda Snelson; Patty 
Tryon; Mary Paradis Wilson; and Philip Wimer            

CONTINUED TO PRAY FOR: Alyssa Armstead and Linda McCauley; Marty Brewster; Don Co-
berly, Jack Cromer; Pam Currence, Linlee Eidell; Sierra Hosteller; William Jacobs; Harry Kepner; 
Marilyn Lowe; Rachel Royce; Sharon Self; Bud and Elsie Shoemaker; Dreama Snyder; Doug 
White; and Hank and Sarah Woods 
 

EXTENDED CARE & NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 

Colonial Place: Nana Carpenter   ERCC: Beth Kittle  and Earl Teter 

Valentine's Personal Care Home:  

Glenna (Wolfe) Drennen and A. D. Talbott 



 

 

 

 
 

 Go To Church? 

 This is a question being asked a lot these days. Is The Church as we know it over?  Do brick and mortars 

have a place going forward? Is the Bible out dated in its mandates? The answers to these questions are obvi-

ous for many, based on their choices. Podcasts, Facebook streaming, mega church TV services and, of course, 

tweets or gram’s are good enough according to public opinion.  
    

 The age-old excuses of ‘honey do lists’ or recreation are still the root of many people’s decision to no 

longer attend or serve in a local church. For some the new excuse is they can get all they need from digital 

media. “If I can get a little Jesus in a package that is convenient, quick and when it fits my schedule, then sign 

me up!” The reason we say any of these things is because we want to do something else, which really, when 

boiled down, is about priorities and Biblical obedience.  
 

Let me briefly address those whose job requires them to work during church services before my phone 

rings off the hook. Unfortunately, America as a whole no longer respects the sanctity of the Sabbath. As such, 

businesses driven by consumerism and profit are now opening their doors seven days a week because the 

competition is doing it. While I wish this was not the case, it is. Therefore, as a Christian we have to make 

choices. I implore you to prayerfully consider God in your financial circumstance. Maybe you need to consider 

selecting another employer or maybe you need to be bolder to request the Sabbath off or maybe for the time 

being, it is what is provided and all you have. Fervently lay these decisions before God and hear His instruc-

tion. In cases like emergency services, they are simply bound to work the Sabbath sometimes. In either situa-

tion, pursue purity and clarity of heart before the Lord. Ensure you are being feed and serving through the  

local church as often as possible through other opportunities. 
 

For everyone else, the issue of priorities bubbles to the top. “If you love me, you will keep my com-

mandments.” (John 14:15) This declaration by our King is unavoidable, yet He did not say it to be a club over 

our head to beat us into compliance. Rather, this is a loving statement of Father knows best. What Jesus          

exemplified for us is the best way to live. The Ten Commandments begin with “You shall have no other gods 

before me.” (Exodus 20) This is purposed for our protection and ultimate blessing. This is no different in              

concept than the rules we put in place in our home for our children to follow. 
 

With this in mind, we ought to hear the scripture declare to not neglect meeting together in Hebrews 

10:24-25. Why? For so many reasons. Here are a few in no particular order.  
 

- Because spiritual gifts are given to every believer for the edification and building of The Church. (1 Corin-

thians 12/Romans 12) The Church is the ecosystem in which Christians minister, encourage, and build 

one another up. The Kingdom of God was built and is being built on and through the local church. 

Without coming together spiritual gifts go largely unused. This would call into question the God-head’s 

sovereignty. Did He simply not see the future clearly? Did He make a bad design decision? No and No. 

Not using our spiritual gifts is a bad decision on our part, leaves a gaping hole obedience falls into and 

prevents the blessings we would otherwise receive. 
 

- Because God the Father designed The Church to be sheep who need a shepherd. (John 10) Pastors/Elders    

       are called to lead a local grouping of sheep for the purpose of teaching and training them. (Hebrews  

       13:7,17; Ephesians 4:11-14) Without sheep, who will the shepherds train and without a shepherd, how  

       with the sheep receive training? Local shepherds love, care for and engage in the lives of their sheep.  

       This is how the Father tends to his flock. Pastors/Elders are the temporal shepherds while we wait for  

       the Good Shepherd’s arrival. 
 

Pastor’s Blog continues on the next page... 

 The Rev. Scott Hamby 



 

 

 

 

   - Because the Body of Christ has many parts and cannot function without every part doing its part. 1          

 Corinthians 12)  No Christian is an island unto himself. The local church is necessary for spiritual and  

          human needs. The local church is the network through which support, resources and life thrive. There  

          is one  body, one Spirit…one hope…one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God…”(Ephesians 4:1-7) 

 

- Because the Gospel is grassroots driven through cultivating relationships. (Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John) Jesus style evangelism and discipleship is 100% one-on-one, even though He enhanced this  

ministry with some public addresses. He came to train some through whom the world would be 

changed. That mission statement has never been recanted or altered. (Matthew 28:19-20) 

  

- Because work is never done and recreation is temporary happiness. (Matthew 6:19-24) You know it is          

       true, no matter how much you complete there is always another project or task waiting around the        

       corner. You have also experienced the quickness that the pleasure of hunting, boating, hiking, bike        

       riding, camping, or whatever dissipates. That is why you crave to do it again. The end result is always        

       temporary, every time.  Joy is always better than happiness. (Psalms 100, Romans 14:17, 15:13) 

 

      Perhaps the greatest reason for the local church to continue is because the Bible says so. The Bible 

never says it will end until Christ returns and our eternity begins. Note there is not a Bible passage listed here 

as done above. Because there is not any. Therefore, until Jesus decrees an end to the local church, we are to 

be The Church by gathering together. We are to be making ourselves ready for the Bridegroom’s return 

through prayer, study and service. Here is where Luke 14:25-33 comes in. Jesus requires that we deny             

ourselves and carry our cross. This means we must count the cost of discipleship and discover it means, “any 

one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” Commitment at the price of self-

sacrifice breeds joy and delight. Jesus said he came to give an abundant life, that is, life to its fullest. (John 

10:10) But to receive that blessing, we must yield ourselves to Him in all things. (James 4) 

 All the convenience technology offers is fantastic for the enhancement of our spiritual growth with 

the Lord, but it ought never be a replacement for His design. Use these new tools for deeper exploration or 

increasing of understanding, but never allow them to take you out of the local body. Every part needs the 

other parts. Without you, the church stumbles. Not attending and serving in the local church is, for all these 

reasons, disobedience.  

Do you love Jesus? More than anything? “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life  

worthy of the calling you have received.” (Ephesians 4:1) 

See you Sunday. 

 

In His Love,  

Pastor Scott 

 Pastor’s Blog Continues 

          ...Live a life worthy of the calling  

  you have received .       

                                                   - Ephesians 4:1b 



      

   Church Family Picnic 

 

  
 

 
 

   Stay tuned . . . more information 
coming your way soon. 

Mark your calendars & save the date.  

 

 

- J 

 

 

 

All churches within the Association are invited. 
Location: First Baptist Church of Grafton, 

2034 Webster Pike, Grafton, WV 
 

     Start Time: 3:00pm — Youth/Adult Activities 
                  4:30pm — Covered Dish Picnic 
          6:00pm — Gospel Sing 
 

    Bring your favorite covered dish for the  
    picnic and a lawn chair. Hot dogs, buns,     
    drinks and table service will be provided. 

 
 

 

 

 

  



    

   Our First Baptist Church Visitation Teams will be meeting at the following restaurants for  

      lunch  prior to visiting out shut-ns, home-bounds and our extended care and nursing home   

      residents during the month of July. 

 Tuesday, July 2nd — Teams will not meet due to the July 4th holiday 

 Tuesday, July 9th  — King’s Pizza, 989 Harrison Avenue

 Tuesday,  July 16th — Applebee’s, 789 Beverly Pike    

 Tuesday, July 23rd — Wendy’s, 1503 Harrison Avenue 

 Tuesday, July 30th — Dairy Queen, 739 Beverly Pike 

  Beginning July 8th, we will hear about some amazing, real-life encounters with Jesus.      

  Whether at the river, near the tomb or on the road, when put together, they reveal  

   the most amazing truth of all – Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the son of God.   
         

           Join us July 8-12th from 6:00 – 8:00 pm for music, games, crafts, and 5 nightly  

   encounters with Jesus!  Children will be dropped off and picked up in the sanctuary.   

   Friday night will be Family Night, where families can join together for the fun and  

  fellowship of VBS. 
   

          It’s not too late help, please contact Rose Harvey (304-636-8218) or the church  

   office (304-636-3448) OR help by purchasing supplies.  The Supply Board is located  

   by the elevator at the back entrance. 

“But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

 of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  John 20:31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


