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Sardis Missionary Baptist Church  

1615 4th Court West  
Birmingham, AL
Where We … Experience Christ | Share His Word | Build Believers

Rev. Dr. Kurt S. Clark, Sr. – Pastor
www.sardisalive.org
2017 Sardis Missionary Baptist Church Scholarship
Guidelines for Application
ELIGIBILITY:

To be eligible for the SMC academic scholarship, the applicant shall:

1. Be an active member, in good standing, of Sardis Missionary Baptist Church.

2. Be a graduating high school senior with at least a 2.5/4.0 grade point average.

3. Plan to attend a university/college/technical school in the Fall of 2017.

4. Have a need for financial assistance.

5. Provide proof of enrollment upon entering college.  No monies will be distributed until proof of enrollment has been presented.

REQUIREMENTS:

The following items are required before the selection committee will assess the applicant:

1. Completed application form (see attached) will be made available electronically (Microsoft Word File) from the Church’s webpage at www.sardisalive.org.

2. Four (4) letters of recommendations Please include in your packet(2 church (Required), 2 work or school related) 

3. One official copy of your high school transcript must be sealed and mailed directly from the school’s administrator to the SMBC scholarship committee. An unofficial copy of your transcript should be included in your scholarship packet. (Please attach unofficial transcript to application.)

4.  A letter from the church stating that you are a member of Sardis Missionary Baptist Church.   To request a letter of good standing, please email Mrs. Elmira Odom at ElmiraOdom@sardisalive.org or call the church office at 205-786-4376 between the hours or 9am – 3pm.  If you cannot reach Mrs. Odom, please call or email Mrs. Mattie Conaway at mconaway@sardisalive.org  (Please attach a copy of the letter to the application.)
5. Applicant must attend the interview.
6. All applications must be mailed or postdated by April 30, 2017 to the below Address:
Mailing Address for Transcript and Applications:

Sardis Missionary Baptist Church

C/o Scholarship Committee

Attn:  Aileen LaShun Hopkins

1615 4th Court West

Birmingham, AL 35208
Should you have any questions, please contact, Aileen LaShun Hopkins at 862-7073, or send an email to SardisScholarship@sardisalive.org 

To:       All SMBC Scholarship Applicants
From:  SMBC Scholarship Committee

Date:   April 2, 2017
Hello Graduate! 

Here are some important dates for you to put on your calendar as you complete the scholarship process. In the event of date changes, we will use the email address you provided for communication purposes.  
Please be sure to check your email on a regular basis.
· Sunday, April 9, 2017 –Information Booth: Parents and Applicants come by for question and answer. 
· Sunday, April 30, 2017 – Deadline for the completed scholarship application package.  The scholarship application is available on the scholarship web page at www.sardisalive.org 
Once application is completed, mail your application along with your essay and recommendations to 
  Sardis Missionary Baptist Church

C/o Scholarship Committee

Attn:  Aileen LaShun Hopkins

1615 4th Court West

Birmingham, AL 35208
Packets mailed after the deadline will be discarded. DEADLINE – April 30, 2017. 
All information should be included in one packet, except the official transcript.  
· Interviews: TBA – Scholarship interviews will be conducted on this day at Sardis; (room number and time will be announced). You will receive a specific time slot for your interview by email.  Interviews will last for 30 minutes. Interview dress is business or church attire. – To be announce. Please review your email daily.
· Date To be announced– Scholarship presentations will be made during the church service – please plan to be present. 


Should you have any questions, please contact, Aileen LaShun Hopkins at 205-862-7073, or send an email to SardisScholarship@sardisalive.org
The committee looks forward to meeting you!   
Aileen LaShun Hopkins

Scholarship Committee chair

                                                                          Application
	Applicant Contact Information
	

	Full Name (First, Middle, Last)
	

	Address (Street, State, Zip)
	

	Home Phone
	

	Cell Phone
	

	Email
	

	Parent/Guardian Information
	

	Parent or Guardian Name
	

	Parent or Guardian Address (if different than applicant)
 (Street, State, Zip)
	

	School Information
	

	Current High School
	

	Other High Schools that you have attended (If applicable)
	

	Anticipated graduation date
	

	Anticipated High School Degree Type
	( High School Diploma     ( Advanced HS Diploma

	Current High School GPA 


	Weighted GPA: __________ (where AP courses count higher)
Unweighted GPA: ________ (where AP courses count the same)
(Note:  GPAs should match transcript or explain any difference here)
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

	SAT Composite
	__________

	ACT Composite
	__________

	Extracurricular Involvement
	

	High School:

List all Activities, Involvement, Honors, Community Service, etc.
	

	Sardis Missionary Baptist Church: 

List activities, ministries, &  service, etc. of which you were an active participant  
	Please indicate which ministries you were actively involved in:

X ( Example

   ( Youth Sunday School:  Yrs. of active involvement ________
   ( Wednesday Bible Study:  Yrs. of active Involvement ______

   ( Young Women in Training:  Yrs. of active involvement _____
   ( Jr. Deacons:  Yrs.  of active involvement

   ( Mission/Christian Conference Trips:  List 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
( Usher Board: Yrs. of active involvement _____________
( Choir:  Yrs of active involvement ___________________
( Mime/Dance:  Yrs of active involvement  ____________
( COBALL or Volleyball:  Yrs of active Involvement ______

( Media Ministry:  Yrs. of active Involvement ___________

( Plays/Drama:  List

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

( Other ministries or service:  List in detail

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	If you recently joined SMBC and were active at your previous church, list those activities and involvements, here.
	___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

	Please list the Youth Advisor or Pastor at your former church and contact information
	Youth Minister or Advisor: ____________________________

Contact Information: ________________________________

Pastor: ____________________________________________

Contact Information: _________________________________




	Work Experience 

(or attach a resume)
	

	Job (This is an Example) 

(Place of Employment, Date of Employment, Responsibilities)
	Sam’s Club
May 2015-August 2015
Summer employment as a cashier.  Employee of the month in July 2015.


	Job 1 

(Place of Employment, Date of Employment, Responsibilities)
	

	Job 2
(Place of Employment, Date of Employment, Responsibilities)
	

	Job 3
(Place of Employment, Date of Employment, Responsibilities)
	

	Post-Secondary/College Information
	

	Have you been accepted into any post-secondary/college/technical schools?
	( Yes – List All Schools Where You Have Been Accepted 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

( No – I have not been yet been accepted to a school

	What post-secondary school/college/technical school do you plan to attend in the Fall or 2016?
	( 1st Choice/Most Probable: __________________________

( 2nd Choice: _______________________________________

( 3rd Choice:_______________________________________

( Undecided

	What is your anticipated college major/specialty/degree?
	( 1st Choice ____________________________________
( 2nd Choice____________________________________
( Undecided 


	Financial Need
	

	Have you received any scholarships from other sources?  Please List Here.
	List All Scholarships and Associated Dollar Amounts
1. Example:  MLK JR Scholarship - $1000/Year/4 Years

2. ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________

	Do you have any special financial need circumstances that the scholarship committee needs to be aware of?
	Describe any special financial needs or situations here:




	Personal Essay (Required)


Please answer the following question:  

Describe why you wish to obtain a college education and why you are deserving of a scholarship?
	Instructions:

Before writing your essay, please review the following webpage: http://www.fastweb.com/student-life/articles/158-essay-tips-7-tips-on-writing-an-effective-essay
Please use the space below to submit your essay.  You may use a separate sheet if you desire.  The essay should be at least 500 words and should be submitted as part of the application (not separately.)


	[Begin Typing Here]




Final Checklist and Statement of Accuracy
	A.  The following items must be attached to this application in order for the application to qualify to be reviewed by the scholarship committee.

B.  Your application will be returned to you if these items are not attached to this application.   (No exceptions.)  

C.  Circle “YES” or “NO” to be sure you have attached each item as required.

	YES


	NO
	Copy of your unofficial transcript mailed with your packet.

 

	YES
	NO
	Did you request an official transcript from your school and request that it be mailed to Sardis?

	YES
	NO
	Four (4) reference forms.   

Mailed recommendation letters included in your packet. 

	YES
	NO
	Did you complete and mail your personal essay with your packet?      

	YES
	NO
	Did you receive a letter from the church confirming your church membership? Did you include your letter in your packet?


STATEMENT OF ACCURACY

I hereby affirm that all the above stated information provided by me is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

I hereby understand that if chosen as a scholarship winner, I must provide evidence of enrollment/registration at the post-secondary institution of my choice before scholarship funds will be awarded.

Printed Name of scholarship applicant: ____________________________________________________    

Date:  ___________________   
	Remember

The deadline for this application submittal is Sunday, April 30, 2017.
No Exceptions!
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