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The meeting was convened on November 11, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. in room 217 by the Chair. A 

quorum of Committee members was present. All Committee members were present other 

than Jerry Edwards who joined the Committee since the most recent meeting but was 

unable to attend, and Maggie Dommisse who likewise was unable to attend. 

1) Reconciling Ministries.  

The Committee heard a report of a recent gathering of BAUMC members interested 

in the activities of Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN), a not-for-profit 

organization with a mission focused on LGBTQ justice within the United Methodist 

Church. Committee members Larry Tingle, Laura Stough, and Walter Graham 

attended the gathering. Larry and Laura gave the Committee a brief description of 

the gathering as it related to the Committee’s work. 

 

Helen Ryde, the RMN Southeastern Regional Organizer spoke with the group about 

the potential of expanding the BAUMC Reconciling Ministries presence (presently a 

single adult Sunday School class, the Living the Questions class) to a Reconciling 

Ministries Community. Among other things, Helen advised the group to have 

patience with respect to what some in BAUMC view as unacceptably slow progress 

in addressing LGBTQ justice. In particular, she spoke about the inadvisability of 

BAUMC issuing a congregational statement on the subject at the present time.  

2) LGBTQ Speaker. 

Walter reported that a young woman who has been visiting BAUMC regularly and is 

a member of the LGBTQ community had expressed a willingness to speak to the 

congregation. Walter recommended the chair and one of younger members of the 

Committee make contact to discuss the matter with the young woman. Kristen and 

Laura will make the contact. 
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The Committee chose a tentative date of January 26, 2020, for the event with a goal 

of having 3 speakers. The event would be held on that Sunday afternoon (tentatively 

3:00 - 4:30 p.m.), and coordinated/hosted by the youth group. During the event a 

time would be set aside following the speakers’ presentations for attendees to 

engage in small group or one-on-one conversations about LGBTQ justice.  

The Committee brainstormed other potential speakers, and Kathy Toole agreed to 

make contact with some of those individuals either directly or through members of 

BAUMC who know the individuals. Walter also agreed to continue pursuing other 

possible speakers previously identified.  

The Committee decided that reimbursement of speakers’ expenses was appropriate, 

especially those who may have to travel to Richmond. However, the Committee 

decided not to pay a speaker honorarium.  

3) Inviting Pastor Tom Berlin to Speak. 

The Committee also talked about the desirability of engaging the Reverend Tom 

Berlin as a speaker. Rev. Berlin is pastor of Floris UMC in Herndon, VA and the 

leader of the Virginia delegation to the 2020 UMC General Conference. He was a 

member of the Commission on a Way Forward and submitted the One Church Plan 

legislation to General Conference. Rev Berlin has announced his availability to speak 

with UMC audiences about the 2020 GC and the UMC LGBTQ controversy.  

4) Possible churchwide book study.  

The Committee discussed the possibility of recommending a churchwide study of 

Rev. Berlin’s book, Reckless Love: Jesus' Call to Love Our Neighbor. 

5) Welcoming Statement. 

The Committee discussed whether to draft a “welcoming statement” for adoption by 

the Church Council addressing BAUMC’s position with respect to UMC policies 

affecting inclusion of homosexuals (marriage and ordination). Following discussion, 

the Committee decided to take the advice expressed most recently by Helen Ryde of 

RMN and defer such a statement for the time being.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

 


