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The meeting was convened on September 29, 2019, at 12:30 p.m. in room 217 by the Chair. 

All Committee members other than Korina were present, which constituted a quorum. 

1) Debrief of Leadership Institute 2019. 

The Committee heard a report from Martha Dommisse who attended The United Methodist 

Church of the Resurrection’s Leadership Institute’s conference in Leawood, KS outside 

Kansas City on behalf of BAUMC. The purpose of the conference was aimed at helping 

United Methodist leaders navigate and lead through the next steps for the denomination.  

Martha reported the following information described the conference attendees as being 

aligned with the progressive and centrist perspectives that desire full inclusion of LGBTQ 

and had supported adoption of the “one church plan” at the 2019 General Conference. A 

new group, UMC Next has prepared the Next Generation UMC Plan that would repeal the 

Traditional Plan adopted by the 2019 General Conference.  

The Next Generation UMC Plan would provide for local churches to form into new 

denominational expressions by relaxing the trust clause, allowing these churches to retain 

their property and UMC missional connections. It would resolve concerns related to 

unfunded pension liabilities without requiring departing churches to pay amounts that 

would inhibit their decisions to separate from the UMC. 

Martha reported that the sense of the conference’s attendees was that there was not 

enough support currently for repealing the Traditional Plan. The UMC Central Conference, 

consisting of congregations outside the United States, for the most part object to repeal of 

the Traditional Plan and do not plan to leave the denomination.  

She also talked briefly about other plans that are being submitted for consideration by the 

2020 GC, including the Indianapolis Plan that calls for an amical split that could result in as 

many as 4 separate churches under the UMC umbrella. Attendees of the Conference also 

discussed various ways of resisting the effects of the Traditional Plan in the interim.  
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Walter told Martha that the Christian Home Class was studying the book the Committee 

had recommended for a churchwide study, United Methodists Divided, and invited Martha 

to give a presentation to that class at the end of its study in the ensuing weeks about what 

she had learned at the conference. She agreed to do so and said she planned to give other 

adult classes a presentation to share this information.  

2) Town Hall Meeting Debriefing. 

The Committee engaged in an extended debrief and discussion of the recent town hall 

meeting and activities surrounding that event.  

3) Welcoming Statement. 

Due to the length of time spent in the preceding discussions, this agenda item was deferred 

to the next meeting, scheduled for October 27, 2019.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

  


