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“And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:  ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely 

into the unknown.’  And he replied:  ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of 

God.  That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.’  So I went forth, and 

finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.  And He led me towards the hills and the 

breaking of day in the lone East.” 
 

This is a poem written by Minnie Louise Haskins in 1908 and made famous when it was read by 

King George VI during his Christmas Message to the British Empire in 1939. 
 

The question you’re probably asking yourself is: why in the world would Pastor Lance share this 

with US?  I think it is particularly relevant all these years later as we journey together into the first 

few days of 2022.  The last couple of years have been particularly difficult in many ways… not the 

least of which has been the ongoing pandemic.  This is why I believe we need to be very deliberate 

about our purpose and intention as we move into this new year.  Where are we going?  What is 

expected of us in this time and place?  Those are both loaded questions… but they are questions 

that we must ask each other, and work together to find the answers to. 
 

One very joyful thing we have to look forward to in the early days of this new year is the upcoming 

baptism of baby Beau Otto on Sunday the 9th of January.  I hope that ALL of you will come to 

celebrate this exciting event with Victoria, Jake, and the rest of their family! 
 

Also, I want to extend a big THANK YOU to each of you for the extremely generous and sweet 

Christmas gift I received from you a couple of weeks ago.  You are an amazing and wonderful group 

of people, and I am blessed beyond words to be a part of your ongoing and unfolding story and 

ministry.  Thank you. 
 

As always, I hope you will continue to share your hopes and dreams with me about where this 

Church is going and what we can do together to help it remain the beacon of (Presbyterian) light it 

has been in this community for 175 years!  Remember, if you need to contact me for any reason, my 

email address is: wiesmannlance@gmail.com or Pastor@ottawapresby.org. My mobile phone 

number is: 517-270-4837 and (if I don’t answer) you can either text or leave a message.  I will 

return the message/call as quickly as I can. 
 

Happy New Year Ottawa Presbyterians! 

Peace, 

Pastor Lance 

 

 

 

mailto:wiesmannlance@gmail.com
mailto:Pastor@ottawapresby.org


Session Retreat will be Sunday, 

Jan. 23 after church 

 

Prayer Concerns 

     Please pray for those with health 
concerns no matter what their stage of 

life.  
     Please pray for those serving in the military, 
both at home and overseas, as well as the families 
who watch and wait for them.  
     Please pray for those who are either waiting 
for or who have received organ transplants and 
the families who face difficult decisions.  
     Please pray for those facing decisions in their 
personal lives, their professional lives, their family 
lives, or their spiritual lives.  
     Please pray for all those touched by the COVID 
pandemic—whether through personal illness or 
loss or through hardships caused by the disease.  
     Please pray for Pastor Lance and his ministry 
with our congregation. And finally, please say a 
prayer of thanksgiving for the blessings of this 
congregation—especially as we celebrate 175 
years of congregational life here in Ottawa! 
 

Financial Reports 
 

Financial reports for the church are available in the 

hard copy version of this newsletter.  If you would 

like more information, you may also contact our 

treasurer (treasurer@ottawapresby.org). 
 

 

Each year our local congregation must 

pay an “apportionment” to the PCUSA.  

This “per capita” is an amount based on 

the number of active members in our 

congregation.  For the year 2022, the per capita for 

each active member is $37.23.  The total bill is 

nearly $3000 and is due by the end of January.    

The amount per individual doesn’t seem like 

much, but when it’s multiplied by the number of 

members on the church’s active membership list, 

the number grows quickly. 

The per capita amount breaks down as follows:  

$8.98 to the General Assembly, $3.25 to the 

Synod of the Covenant, and $25.00 to Maumee 

Valley Presbytery.  These amounts are used to pay 

the expenses of the various governing bodies of 

our denomination. 

We appreciate your help in defraying this yearly 

cost. 

The Annual Congregational meeting is scheduled 

for Sunday, January 30, after worship.  Please 

have your articles for the Annual Report turned 

into the office by Tuesday, January 18th.  You may 

turn them in earlier if you like  Thank You! 

 

 

 

Thanks to all for my Christmas gift.  It’s very 

much appreciated.  I have enjoyed my first 

Butterbean Latte and first time at the newest café 

place   

Andrea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just For Laughs 

 
“A cheerful heart is a good medicine, 
but a downcast spirit dries up the 
bones.” 
Proverbs 17:22 

 

Early one morning the husband and wife were 

arguing over who should get out of the warm bed 

to make the coffee. Finally, the wife folded her 

arms and said decidedly, “You have to make the 

coffee. It’s in the Bible!” 

The husband was shocked. “Is not! Show me!” 

Pulling out her Bible, the wife opened it to one of 

the New Testament books and declared, “It says 

right here — HEBREWS!” 

 

During her sermon on Jesus’s teaching that we 

should love our enemies, the pastor asked the 

congregation to raise their hands if they had 

enemies. Everyone did so except for Mrs. Watson 

in the front row, who had just turned 95. 

“Mrs. Watson,” the pastor asked, “how could you 

possibly live for 95 years and have no enemies?” 

“That’s easy,” the senior citizen replied, “I just 

outlived them!” 

 
From:  Ministry Voice.com Church Jokes: Clean and Hilarious Jokes 
for Pastors – Ministry Voice 
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WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR STORY! 

 

Session recently agreed to move forward with HolyCow! Consulting to help us evaluate our current 
financial and leadership position and to help plan our future.   This assessment will start on Jan 23, 2022 
and hopefully assist in providing a clear picture of who we are as a church and what directions are most 
important for our future. The tool we'll use is the Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT), which will 
provide key indicators of our congregational health along with areas of challenge and potential growth. 
It will help us to collect and understand the range of views that exist at Ottawa Presbyterian Church and 
the possibilities, willingness, capacity and energy for moving our ministry into the future.  

If you have previously provided us with a current email address, the plan is to distribute to you a unique 
web link to complete the assessment online.  If you would prefer to take the assessment using a paper 
copy, we will provide paper copies upon request along with a self-addressed stamped envelope. We 
would appreciate it if you notify Karl Hirzel or Andrea Morman at the church by Jan 20th if you would 
like to participate with a paper copy.  

NOTE:  If there is only one email address for all members of your household, it may be tempting to have 
one person take the survey on behalf of the family.  However, please be sure your spouse and all young 
adults living in your home have an opportunity to complete the survey.  INDIVIDUAL INPUT is key to our 
gaining insight into overall perceptions and experiences.  We can add separate email addresses for 
individuals upon request. 

Please set aside enough time to answer all the questions.  This will take about 20 minutes. All survey 
responses will be structured to remain strictly anonymous.  

Thank you for your willingness to be a part of this congregational assessment and for helping to define 
and build our future.  

If you have questions, please contact Karl Hirzel, Clerk of Session, at kehirzel@gmail.com or 419-236-
7827. 

Thanks for your participation, 

Nancy Kaufman, Carrie Johnson, Karl Hirzel    

DOD committee 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Presbyterian Tidbits is published once a month by: 

Ottawa Presbyterian Church, part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

Andrea Morman, secretary, is usually here Wednesday & Thursday. 

Our website is ottawapresby.org 
 

Sunday School – 9:30 am/Worship – 10:45 am 

 

The Prayer Circle is a group willing to confidentially pray for your joys and concerns. 

Please contact prayercircle@ottawapresby.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session: 

Class of 2022:  Karl Hirzel, Nancy Kaufman 

Class of 2023:  Wayne Badder, Carrie Johnson 

Class of 2024:  Stan Beckman, Katrina Riepenhoff 

DATE   ELDERS IN CHARGE  FLOWERS 

January 2  Stan B.    Poinsettias 
 

January 9  Karl K.     Hirzels 
 

January 16  Carrie J.    Carrie J. 
    

January 23  Nancy K.    TBD 
 

January 30  TBD     Beckman 
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