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Dear friends in Christ, 
 

 Fall is upon us.  Even the strange year we’ve had doesn’t change that.  The nights are longer and 

colder, the harvest is in full swing, and the trees are beginning to turn.  In so many ways, fall represents an 

end.  To a growing season, to days spent outdoors, to the freedom of summer.  But as the vitality of the 

summer transitions to the cold lifelessness of winter, fall puts on a heck of a show.   
 

 Last week you received a letter from me announcing my departure from this congregation.  While out 

for a run last night (the first time, incidentally, that I had felt cold while running), it occurred to me that the 

timing feels a little on the nose.  As nature is busy reminding us that nothing lasts forever and change is 

always happening, I have announced that our ministry together will not last much longer, and that change is 

again on your doorstep.  As I ran, with cold wind in my face, I wondered “couldn’t there have been a better 

season for this?  Why is this the timing?” 
 

 But as quickly as I wondered what it meant to leave you in the fall, I remembered something that 

happened the previous Sunday, in the hours before change returned to OPC.  During our announcements, 

Chas raised his hand and said something like “I’ve been digging around in our garden, if you’d like Iris or 

Daffodil bulbs, we’ve got a ton, come and get ‘em.” 
 

 Which seems small, until you remember the promise of planting bulbs in the fall. In a season that 

marks the dramatic end of something, gardeners will bury flower bulbs knowing that after a cold winter (the 

snowier the better), something will sprout from the cold dirt, announcing the dramatic beginning of 

something else.   
 

 One of the reasons I am convinced of the Christian message is that I see it reflected in the patterns of 

the earth, in the seasons.  Nature itself testifies to the truth that death is followed by life, ends are followed by 

beginnings, the cross is followed by the empty tomb, and then by the arrival of the Holy Spirit.   
 

 And then I wonder…why do we pick any time but fall to change?  
 

 I may be leaving, but I am not done with you yet.  In October we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper for 

the first time since the spring (!), we will return to our sanctuary after our longest time away since 1867 (!), 

we will collect and share candy with Trick or Treaters, and yes—we will make my resignation official.   
 

 But what better time for change than October?  This month, more than any other, reminds us of the 

beauty to be found in an end—and the beautiful new beginning coming closer every day.  If nature is any 

indication, God loves change and God loves October.  May we love them, too.   
 

 In the love of Christ, 

 Rev. Ben 

 

 



Session will meet Sunday,  

October 25 after worship. 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Please note:  Specific information about those 
included in our prayers is available during worship, 
from Rev. Ben, in our office, or from our Session 

members.  However, specific names will not be posted on this 
web version of the newsletter. 

     Please pray for those with health concerns 
no matter what their stage of life. 
     Please pray for those undergoing Physical 
Therapy, Speech Therapy, and Rehab Therapy. 
     Please pray for those serving in the military, 
both at home and overseas, as well as the 
families who watch and wait for them. 
     Please pray for those receiving hospice care 
as well as for their families and their caregivers. 
     Please pray for residents of nursing homes 
and children’s hospitals and also those who are 
returning to their homes after hospital or 
nursing home stays. 
     Please pray for those who are either waiting 
for or who have received organ transplants and 
the families who face difficult decisions. 
     Please pray for those facing decisions in their 
personal lives, their professional lives, their 
family lives, or their spiritual lives. 
     And finally, please say a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the blessings of this 
congregation as well as a prayer for Rev. Ben’s 
wonderful leadership of this group of believers! 
 

 

Financial Report 
 

Financial reports for the church are available in the 

hard copy version of this newsletter.  If you would 

like more information, you may also contact our 

treasurer (treasurer@ottawapresby.org). 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Ben & Members, 

Thank you so much for 

prayers, kind words, cards, 

and phone calls during my 

stay in hospital and at home!  

Getting a little better each day 

and really appreciate each and 

everyone one of you! God 

bless you all and thanks again! 

                              Love, Marge Roberts. 

 

 
Ecumenical Christmas School is 

taking on a different look this year, 

due to COVID-19.  We are inviting 

children ages 3 to 5 years old of all 

faiths in the Ottawa-Glandorf area to join in 

learning about the Christmas miracle. To ensure 

the health and safety of all during the pandemic 

this year, we will not be holding our traditional in-

house classes. Instead, parents/guardians may 

order a take-home goodie bag of Christmas School 

supplies to explore with your child(ren).  
 

Our goal has always been to share the story of 

Jesus’ birth and the true meaning of Christmas.  

To achieve this goal, each child will receive: a soft 

cover book, Miracle in the Manger; a nativity 

flashcard game to review story characters; a 

nativity craft to use in retelling the Christmas 

story; an advent calendar with stars to record the 

journey to Bethlehem; Miracle in the Manger/ 

read-along link on YouTube; a 12 oz. decorative 

tumbler; and a song sheet of some of our favorite 

Christmas School songs! 
 

We are asking for a donation of $5 for each goodie 

bag. Proceeds will be donated to the  

Putnam County Community Thrift Store for their 

Christmas program. 
 

Call or text Becky Leader at 419.969.0981 or 

Nancy McBride at 419.235.8753 to request a 

Miracle in the Manger goodie bag by November 

4, 2020.  Please leave a message, including each 

child’s name, to receive a bag. Payment of $5 per 

bag will be due at pick up.  
 

Miracle in the Manger goodie bags may be picked 

up at Trinity United Methodist Church, 137 North 

Pratt Street, Ottawa, in the Fellowship Hall. Pick 

up dates are: Tuesday, November 17, 11:00 a.m.- 

1:00 p.m.; Wednesday, November 18, 6:00 p.m.- 

8:00 p.m.; and Thursday, November 19, 11:00 

a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

mailto:treasurer@ottawapresby.org


Commissioner’s report - Maumee Valley Presbytery – September 15, 2020 – Zoom meeting 

Approved a Per Capita increase of $1.50 of the MVP portion to a total Presbytery of $25.00, Synod of $3.25 

and G.A. of 8.98 with a total Per Capita $37.23. 

Matt Meinke announced that October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  He said, “Sessions are asked to figure 

out a plan to celebrate this. Please!!! This pandemic has been incredibly challenging for all of us, but I have 

never seen such a group of hard-working and creative ministers as the ones we are blessed with here in 

Maumee Valley Presbytery. Let's show our pastors how much we appreciate them during this tumultuous and 

challenging 2020. I envision 4 straight weeks of you celebrating this in worship with a series of testimonials 

or songs of appreciation. Or perhaps a series of gift cards. Maybe a special, personalized gift from the 

congregation for their years of service.  Perhaps it is a month of baked goods. Or perhaps each individual 

member is encouraged to say Thank You with a showering of their own gifts and words of appreciation. 

Whatever you decide, start thinking now!” 

 

The Discipleship Committee recognized Amy Remaklus for passing her bible content exam.  The Disipleship 

Committee also announced the 2020 Youth Retreat.  Rev. Lanie Sipes has organized a team to organize and 

implement a youth retreat again in 2020, REKINDLE.   The retreat is scheduled for November 13 – 15, and 

the committee is preparing both in-person, on-line, and hybrid options.   This is for students grades 7 -12.  

Early Bird registration is $15 until Sept. 30 then after Oct. 1 $25.  Registration is on the presbytery website.  

www.maumeevp.rog 
 

Kirkmont presented a $50 award to OPC for the most middle school kids at camp this summer. 
 

Submitted by Chas Myers, OPC Commissioner to Maumee Valley Presbytery 

 

 

Pancake & Sausage Dinner 

 

Election Night 

Tuesday, November 3 

4:30 – 7:30 pm 

Drive Thou at Scout House 

Water Works Park 

Adults $7 – Children $3 

Funds Support the Ottawa Boy Scout Troop 224 

 

 

Directory Update!!!! 

The 2020-2021 OPC Church Directory will be updated by end of October.  Please get any changes (name, 

baby, phone, email, etc) to Andrea by Monday, October 19.  If you wish to be taken out of the directory, 

please let me know also.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worshipping in the sanctuary during a pandemic 

 

As we return to worship in the sanctuary after months of worship online and in the park, Session is mindful 

of minimizing the risk to our congregation of worshipping together.  Here are some things we are doing—

and some things you can do—to make our return to worship in the sanctuary as safe as possible.   

 

What We are Doing 

1) We will be blocking off pews to maintain social distance between households.   

2) We are limiting (but not eliminating) music and singing during worship.  We will sing one hymn, 

at the end of worship (mindful to keep it short), and Beth will still be bringing her considerable 

piano and organ skills before, during, and after the service.   

3) We are changing some pieces for worship.  The Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, and 

other liturgies we normally speak together will be led by our liturgist alone.  Similarly, we 

will not be passing an offering plate or having an offertory, but we will still point out where you 

can drop off your offering each week.   

4) We will provide two spaces, one isolated and one semi-isolated, for people who wish to 

worship in the church but are not comfortable worshipping in the sanctuary.  Please call the 

church to request one of these spaces on a first-come, first-served basis.   

5) We will provide hand sanitizer at the bottom of the steps and the top of the steps for people who 

require the use of the handrail.   

6) We will continue posting audio from the sermon to our website, which we may expand in the 

weeks ahead to even more online presence.   

7) We will be limiting time to socialize indoors.  That means no coffee hour, no passing of the 

peace, and no chatting with your friends in the sanctuary before worship.  But we encourage 

all of these interactions outside with appropriate precautions.   

8) We are committed to a shorter service.  In order to limit time indoors together, we are planning 

for 40 minute services—significantly shorter than our current 1 hour.   

9) We will be turning off the fans in the sanctuary that blow warm air around during worship.  

This should help us avoid unintentional spread of particles in the air.   

10)  We will not have the nursery open.  This was a tough call, but as we aim to keep households 

together as much as possible in the church building to avoid possible transmission, it was a 

necessary one.   

11) We will track attendance in detail.  If there is an outbreak and someone from OPC is infected, 

we need to be able to trace who that person was in contact with.   

 

What You Can Do 

1) Be flexible.  Yes, it’s our sanctuary—but things won’t be normal.  Things you love about worship 

might be different, and you might not like the changes.  Neither do we, but these are the things we 

have to do to be together as the weather gets cold.   

2) Wear a mask.  We know that they aren’t comfortable and we know that some people have 

political objections to them.  But here’s the deal: as Christians, we make sacrifices for others—

because we LOVE them.  If Jesus can die for you, you can cover your face for forty minutes for 

us.  

3) Don’t come to church if you aren’t feeling well, or if you have been recently exposed to 

COVID.  This sounds like a no-brainer now…but most of us did this occasionally before the 

pandemic.  Do yourself (and us) a favor, and stay home.   



4) While our bathrooms are cleaned thoroughly each Friday, we have no way of cleaning them 

after each use on Sunday morning.  Our bathrooms will remain open on Sunday during church, 

but we ask that you do your best to avoid using them, if possible.   
5) Carry your coat with you.  We are trying to avoid people gathering in the entryway around the 

coat racks, and without our fans blowing, it may be cooler than usual in the sanctuary.   

6) Keep risks in mind.  There is no 100% safe way to leave the house during a pandemic, and there 

is no 100% safe way to go to church.  If you are comfortable worshipping with some risk, we’d 

love to see you; if you are not comfortable with some level of risk, we totally understand and 

respect that.  

Feel free to share ideas and best practices with us as we get into the swing of indoor pandemic worship! 

 



OTTAWA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 N. OAK ST. 
OTTAWA, OH 45875-1810 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Presbyterian Tidbits is published once a month by: 

Ottawa Presbyterian Church, part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

Reverend Ben Shaw can be reached via email at revben@ottawapresby.org or phone  

740-972-1606. 

Andrea Morman, secretary, is usually here Tuesday & Thursday. 

Our website is ottawapresby.org 
 

Worship – 10:45 am 

The Prayer Circle is a group willing to confidentially pray for your joys and concerns. 

Please contact prayercircle@ottawapresby.org.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session: 

Class of 2020:  Paul Baransy, Brandon Font 

Class of 2021:  Robyn Badder, Ashley Roberts 

Class of 2022:  Karl Hirzel, Nancy Kaufman 

DATE   ELDERS IN CHARGE  FLOWERS 

October 4        
 

October 11       Myers 
 

October 18       TBD 
   

October 25       TBD 
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