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APRIL Mission of the Month:  
Turningpoint for Victims of 
Domestic & Sexual Violence 
 

 

 
 

 

March 29 Palm Sunday: Follow Jesus into Jerusalem and 
worship together at 8:30 or 10:30 am in the Sanctuary; 10:30 am live 
streaming worship service.  
 

April 2 Holy Thursday: You are invited to remember the Last 
Supper with communion at 7 pm in the Sanctuary.  
 

April 3 Good Friday: Gather together to observe the 
crucifixion and sacrifice of Jesus at 7 pm in the Sanctuary. 
 

April 5 Easter Sunday: He has Risen! Let us celebrate! 
Services available at 6 am for a Son Rise service at Willow River Cemetery 
(outdoors) and/or  8:30 or 10:30 am in the Sanctuary (indoors). In 
addition, there will be a 10:30 am live streaming worship service. 
 
  
 
 

 

YES, I CAN 
I cannot end poverty ,  but I  can feed one hungry person.  I  cannot s top war,  but I  can o f f er  peace  to my 
neighbor .  I  cannot prevent death,  but I  can hold the hand of  someone who is  dying .  Chris t  reminds us ,  
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25: 40) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Hudson United Methodist Church 
1401 Laurel Ave., Hudson WI 
www.umchudson.org 
715.386.3921 

APRIL 2026 

Mission & Vision Statement 
Mission Statement: To accept all people along their spiritual journey. 

Vision Statement: A church where all are loved. We will grow disciples of  Jesus Christ 
in vital worship and passionate outreach for the sake of  the world. 
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Highlighted Events 
Activ i t i es  and Events are subjec t  to  change .  

Current as o f  3/15/26  
Participating in fellowship brings joy to you and to others around you. Will you share our activities with 

those in our community?  Everyone is welcome to join in church events. 
  

Zoom Opportunities 
Download the ZOOM App. Log onto https://zoom.us/. 

Subject to change. Current as of  March 15, 2026  
 

10:30 AM Every Wednesday Zoom  Bible Study 
All are welcome. This group meets every Wednesday at 10:30 AM via Zoom. Explore a book study and 
meet new friends. Call the church office to receive the Zoom link and contact Darci Strutt for additional 
information on the study.  
 

7 PM Ever y  Wednesday Zoom Prayer +.  You are Welcome Anytime! 
Everyone is welcome to attend the Wednesday 7 PM Zoom mid-week break. The 45-minute experience is 
Lectio Divina based. Please bring your own cracker/ bread, and juice or water.  The meeting id and 
password is available in the church office. Drop in once, or as often as you like. We offer you an 
opportunity to prepare for Wednesday Prayer +. Take a look at the following scripture: 
 

The Scripture is subject to change.    
    Wednesday, April 1    Scripture: Psalm 118 
    Wednesday, April 8    Scripture: Psalm 16 
    Wednesday, April 15  Scripture: Psalm 116 
    Wednesday, April 22  Scripture: Psalm 23 
    Wednesday, April 29  Scripture: Psalm 31   
 

In-person Gatherings 
Wednesday Bakery & Produce Drive-Thru Give-Away @ 9 AM  

We have a surplus of food for everyone!  If you need an extra loaf of bread, there is more 
than enough to go around. Thank you to Jerry’s Grocery Store for the bread and produce 
and to members who donate food. Just drive up to the church door and we will place a 
box of food in your trunk. It is fast, easy and free. Open to everyone.  
 

Ever y  Wednesday Men’s Koffee Klutch @ 9:30 AM 
 Men, you are invited to enjoy a cup of coffee and a sweet roll and fruit every Wednesday 
morning, at 9:30 AM in the fellowship hall!  Come to relax, chat, visit and enjoy each 
other’s company. The atmosphere is friendly and cheery. No reservations needed! Just 
drop in any Wednesday. The coffee pot and treats are waiting for you.     
J  Contact Gery Campbell if you have any questions. J  
 

 
Activities and Events continued on page 3 
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Activities & Events continued from page 2 
 

Easter Ham Baskets Distributed on 
Wednesday, April 1 
With Easter fast approaching, many of us are thinking of how to serve 
our community as a way of being grateful for all we have, and 
extending God’s love to our neighbors.  The Missions Team is 
organizing an Easter ham giveaway on Wednesday, April 1. We will be 
giving away a ham and gift card to families and individuals living in the 
Hudson area.  Please consider making a monetary gift to this 
project.   Return your donation addressed to Missions/Easter 

Ham Donation, Attention Margie Close.   Questions may be directed to Margie Close. 
 

Spring Election, Tuesday, April 7 
Hudson United Methodist Church is a polling site. On Monday, April 
6 and on Tuesday, April 7, the fellowship hall and the multi-purpose 
room will not be available due to set up of polling booths and voting. 
Exercise your right to vote at a location near your home. For additional 

voting information, please contact the City Clerk of Hudson at 715.386.4765 ext. 140 or log onto 
www.ci.hudson.wi.us. 
 

5:30 PM Wednesday Night Meals April 8 & 22 
We are looking for folks to prepare a meal on April 8 & 22 at 5:30 pm. If no one is 
interested in cooking, the meals will be cancelled.  If you do prepare a meal, you will be 
reimbursed for the money spend on food. Just turn your receipts into the office for 
reimbursement. 
Please reserve your meal on or before Tuesday, April 7, April 22, May 6 and May 20 @ 
hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net  or sign up on the sign-up sheet at the greeter’s table. 

Please pre-register to reserve your meal by Tuesday at NOON. Signing up gives our ‘cooks’ an idea 
of the amount of food to purchase. 
 

Sunday, April 12: Holy Humor Sunday 
We have a good time at Hudson United Methodist Church when we 
get together. On Sunday, April 12 at 8:30 & 10:30 AM we will be 
having more fun than usual.  We will be celebrating Holy Humor 
Sunday with humor and laughter of Jesus’ triumph over death.  
Faith is serious business, but that doesn’t mean Christians must 
always be serious! This is a fun-filled service with laughter. It is 

extremely kid friendly and it’s a service you don’t want to miss. You are invited to start collecting your 
jokes to share with the congregation during worship. 
 

Sunday, April 12:  2nd Sunday of  the Month 
Potluck Sunday 
Care to join us? All are welcome!  Stop by the fellowship hall on Sunday, April 12th at 
11:30 am for an informal potluck. If you can, bring your favorite food dish to share. 
Please sign up at the greeter’s table so we know who is bringing what food item to share. 
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SEWMUCHNEED Meets on Monday, April 13 @ 9am  
From Connie Nielsen 
 

The ladies met on Monday, March 2nd at 9 a.m.  We worked on placing 
backs on the quilts and also tied quilts.  Nancy Briske reported WIC  takes 
hats mostly larger sizes.  Several ladies are making baby sweaters and hats.  
Some of the hats and baby sweaters go to Operation Help and some to 
Midwest Missions.  We received a financial donation to keep 
SEWMUCHNEED going.  A BIG THANK YOU to our donator. 
 

There is a change of date for our next meeting. We will be meeting on Monday, April 13th because of 
elections on the first Monday of the month. Questions contact Connie Nielsen or Clarice Huehne. 
 

If you are unable to attend and wish to help out, we have take-home kits available on the table across from 
the nursery that you can work on at home.  Contact either Connie Nielsen or Clarice Huehne with your 
questions. 

 

Wednesday, April 15  Newsletter 
Reminder 
The newsletters are reminders of what we are doing in church and in the 
community. If you are not currently receiving a church newsletter, or if 
you would like to start receiving a newsletter, please contact Kathy at the 
church office at: 715.386.3921. Anyone can submit an article. The next 

newsletter article deadline for the May issue, is noon, on Wednesday, April 15. We would love to read 
about your information on your groups, meetings, and special events. Send your information to the church 
office: hudsonumc@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Thursday, April 16   
Hudson Outreach Meals for Everyone 

 

On Thursday, April 16, dine-in meals are available at 5:00 PM at Bethel 
Lutheran Church, 920 3rd Street in Hudson. The H.O.M.E. (Hudson 
Outreach Meals for Everyone) meets every first and third Thursday of the 
month. 

If you would like to find out more about the H.O.M.E. Meal, please contact either Joanne or Kim 
Campbell. Contact information is available in the church office at 715.386.3921. 
 

 
 

Sunday, April 19 & April 26     Reconciling Ministries Vote   
The Reconciliation Inquiry Committee has been given the green light from the church board (ALB) to 

hold a final vote on becoming a Reconciled Church, an affirming church. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: OFFICIAL RECONCILED CHURCH VOTE: April 19 and April 26 (2 Sundays) 
8am-noon. An online voting option will be available as well. 

 

Please turn to page 8 and 9 to read additional information 
 

Activities and Events continued on page 6 
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Activities and Events continued from page 5 

Friday, May 1 & Saturday, May 2 Spring Rummage Sale 
REPURPOSE AND REUSE IS OUR THEME!   
All proceeds go into the General Fund 
 

Please consider cleaning your closets and clearing your cupboards and garages for our 
annual SPRING RUMMAGE SALE on May 1 & 2! We will also hold a bake sale 
alongside of the Rummage Sale.  
 

We are hoping for lots of donations and lots of donated man and woman power to staff this event. Please 
bring in your donations to church on Wednesday evening, April 29 and on Thursday from 9 am to 5 pm.  
Signup sheets will be available soon for setup, cleanup and sales, and perhaps a bake sale too.  
We do not accept exercise equipment or electronics.   
 

Furniture may be donated BUT if the item does not go, we may need you to recollect.  We are usually 
pretty resourceful in finding a home for all items.  Questions?  Please direct them to Carla Bebault. 
Contact information is available in the church office. Thanks in advance for your help and donations! 
 

Aging & Disablity Resource Center Update 
 

DayAway an ADRC Program                
By Tara Murdzek, ADRC, Caregiver Support Coordinator, Health and Human Services, New Richmond 
 

DayAway is a social respite program for older adults who are frail or who have memory loss.  DayAway 
provides a day off for caregivers and a fun morning for the participant in a safe and comfortable 
environment.  The group meets every Monday and Thursday from 9 am to Noon at Hudson 
United Methodist Church in the lower level and every Tuesday at the United Methodist Church in 
New Richmond. If you have any questions you may contact me at T: 715.381.4366 or F: 715.381.4308 or 
tara.murdzek@sccwi.gov.  
 

April Birthdays 
 

Current as o f  3/15/26  
 

Wishing you a wonderful day with family and friends! We apologize if your name isn’t listed.  We wish you 
a Happy Birthday, too! Please inform the church office of your birthday, and your name and birth date will 
be added to the birthday list.  Thank you. 
 04/04 Sue Suydam  04/18 Sue Warnke  04/27 Mary Ellen Paulson    
 04/11  Frank Huehne  04/19 Adele Dolan  04/28 Charlie Dolan 
 04/15 Delaney McArthur 04/21 Steve Close  04/28 Evelyn Johnson 
 04/16   Debbie England 04/24 Jan Naegeli  04/26 Kathi Wood   
 04/29 Morgan Munro  04/30   Denise Stalker      
 

April Book Club & Discussion  
 

Do you enjoy curling up with a book? Enjoy reading? Then this group is for you. The Book Club & 
Discussion group meets on the 3rd Sunday of the month from March to November. Feel free to join us on 
Sunday, April 19th at 6 pm in the fellowship hall. If you would like to read ahead, please refer to the book 
list on the next page. Hope to see you! Direct your questions to Carla Bebault or Ruth Knapp. 
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Book Club and Discussion book list continued 

 

Education Update 
 
 
 

By Amy Norelius 
_______________ 

             Children’s Sunday School        A Multi-age format: Preschool through 5th grade  
 

Sunday School Dates in 2026 were revised. The new dates are: April 12, 26; May 10 (Last Day of 
Sunday School & Mother’s Day) 
 

* Note: Sunday School helper sign up sheet is posted at the Greeter’s table. Please sign up if you are 
able to help. No teaching required. 
 

See you all soon, Amy 
 
 

Finance Update 
 

Finance Secretary February 2026 Report  
By Steve Close 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Titles Author Pages Month 
The Only Woman in the Room Marie Benedict 254 April 19 
The Island of Sea Women Lisa See 374 May 17 
The Stationery Shop Marjan Kamali 312 June 21 
An Eye for Joy Peg Guilfoyle 138 July 19 
Frozen River Ariel Lawhon 432 August 16 
The First Ladies Marie Benedict & Victoria Christopher Murray 389 Sept. 20 
The Measure Nikki Erlik 352 Oct. 18 
American Dirt Jeanine Cummins 386 Nov. 15 
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Finance Updates continued from page 6 
 

Treasurer’s Finance Update 
By Nicole Munro, Treasurer on behalf of the Finance Team  
 

Summary End of  February 
  

YTD 2026     
 YTD Actual YTD Budget % Budget 

General Fund Income $51,887 $48,000 108% 
General Fund Expense $59,081 $54,232 109% 
Net Profit/Loss -$7,194 -$6,232 115% 
 
*NOTE: The General Fund Income YTD Actual consists of Pledges/Envelopes plus other income (i.e. 
Un-pledged Giving, Special Holiday Giving, Loose Coin Offering, Interest Income from Investment 
Accounts, etc.)  
 

 

Hudson Food Cupboard Update 
 

By Denise Stalker 
_______________ 
Time to mark your calendars.  Our church is again being asked to cover the Hudson Food 
Cupboard in June and the last 2 weeks of May.  Please watch your email for invites to sign up to 
volunteer.  I will again be using "Sign Up Genius" to organize our volunteering efforts.  I am also looking 
for 1-2 people to help me with answering the Food Cupboard phone during this six-week timeframe.  
Thank you in advance for being willing to help our community in this way.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Denise Stalker 
 

 

Missions Update 

 

April Mission of the Month 
 

The April Mission of the Month (MOM) noisy can offering will be donated to Turningpoint for 
Victims of Domestic & Sexual Violence. Turningpoint has served Northwestern Wisconsin 
communities in Pierce and St. Croix Counties since 1979. Support services including shelter, adult and 
children’s support groups, crisis line services, legal advocacy and other programs. They support the Second 
Chance store.  http://www.turningpoint-wi.org/1-800-345-5104. Local #: 715-425-6751 TEXT Hotline: 
715-821-8626. The Mission of the Month offering tin can be found next to the offering plate in the 
narthex. 
 

Hudson High School Raider Network Update 
By: Margi Bertelsen Brown 
 

Once again, thank you for all the items donated to the Raider Network.  There were only a few items that 
had to be purchased for the March delivery.  Please remember, you do not have to get everything on the 
list.  Just get what you can!                                                                         Missions continued on page 8 
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Missions continued from page 7 
 
 I’ve been told that juice boxes are one of the favorite items and they’re the first to go.  Deliveries to the 
high school will continue until the end of the school year, so only two more months. On a table in the 
narthex, there are lists and bags for you to use to get the supplies. You will also find the list below. 
As always, thank you very much!  
 

SHOPPING LIST  HHS Raider Network 
Choose one item from the list-Individual microwavable cups: 

Mac & Cheese, Ramen noodles, Chef Boyardee meals 
Choose two items from the list-Individual bags or single serving: 

Goldfish crackers, Cheez-its, Snack crackers, Cheese or Peanut Butter crackers, Trail mix, Beef 
jerky, Beef sticks (non-refrigerated) 

Choose one item from the list: 
Fruit snacks, Fruit roll-ups, Fruit leather, Unsweetened applesauce cups-multi pack 

Also needed: 
 Juice boxes, and refillable water bottles 
  
 

Reconciling Ministries 
 

By Margie Close 
 

Information on the Upcoming Vote on Becoming a Reconciling Church  
It’s official. The Reconciliation Inquiry Committee has been given the green light from the church board 
(ALB) to hold a final vote on becoming a Reconciled Church, an affirming church. If 75% of our voting 
members agree we will become a reconciling church and join a UMC organization called the Reconciling 
Ministry Network (RMN).  
 

OFFICIAL RECONCILED CHURCH VOTE: April 19 and April 26 (2 Sundays) 8am-noon 
(online voting will be available for those not able to cast an in person vote from April 19-26th.  
Email Margie Close at smclose@comcast.net to be sent a ballot)  
 

The following is a statement that all churches who are reconciling and join RMN adhere to. Our vote will 
be to accept this statement for our church and join the RMN.  
“We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community equally shared and shepherded by 
all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every 
age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic, immigration, 
marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, economic, and 
political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to journey in solidarity with 
all who are marginalized and oppressed.  
 

Why should we become a Reconciling Church and join RMN?  
● To extend God’s fully inclusive love and unconditional welcome  
● So our current neighbors, new residents and out of town guests can find us 
Being listed on the RMN (Reconciling Ministries Network) website allows visitors to find you when 
searching by city or state. Because of the harm the institutional church has done to LGBTQ+ persons, 
visiting a church is a risk that requires great courage. No matter how affirming a church may be on the 
inside, LGBTQ+ friends and allies won’t experience that affirmation if it's not first expressed through an 
intentional commitment and an outward invitation. It’s important to place our welcome mats on the 
outside of the building, not just the inside.                           

Reconciling Ministries continued on page 9  
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Reconciling Ministries continued from page 8 
 

● To live out our Wesleyan heritage of evangelism  
Founder John Wesley said, "there is no holiness but social holiness" and instilled in us a responsibility to 
spread social holiness throughout the world, not as enforcers of a holiness code, but as grateful and 
generous agents of God's inclusive love and transforming grace.  
 

● To move beyond welcoming to affirming, beyond private to public, and beyond inclusion to 
advocacy  
Questions? Contact the Reconciling team, Pastor Dan or Deacon Susan  
 

Statistics Update 

 

By Kathy O’Brien Schroeder, Admin Hudson UMC 
 

February Attendance 2026   
      

Date 8:30 AM 10:30 AM Home Mailing YouTube Weekly 
1-Feb 29 41 24 41 135 
8-Feb 32 52 24 54 162 
15-Feb 31 36 24 39 130 
22-Feb 34 47 24 60 165 

            
TOTAL 126 176 96 194 592 

 
 
 

Thank you, Congregation 

 
Thank you, Congregation! 
Dear Congregation, 
I want you all to know how GOOD it feels to receive a card from you 

all with your little notes of friendliness!  It is just great to read all the names and remember the faces of all 
of your wonderful people. It is so good of you all to take the time to greet us housebounders! 
I really appreciate it. 
 

Hopefully I will see you on Easter Sunday, 
Mary Lou Lewis 
 

Appreciate you! 
To the wonderful staff of the Unite Methodist Church in Hudson, 
Thank you so much for letting us use your church for the League of Women 
Voter’s Meet & Greet. We had over 70 people in attendance! Thank you for your 
hospitality & warmth. Your accommodating spirit & attention to detail is so 
appreciated.  Thank you again, Sincerely, Janet & Kathy for LWV-St. Croix Valley 

 
 

 



10. The Musings. APRIL 2026 
 

 

Worship Update 
 

By Adele Dolan, Worship Team Chair 
__________________________ 
 

We begin April with the darkness of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, but then Resurrection Day 
arrives overcoming that darkness with the light and life of Christ! 
 

Happy Easter! Christ is risen – He is risen, indeed! 
 

Finding joy and hope has been a challenge in recent months. A song from the 60’s has been rolling around 
in my head recently: “Little Boxes” – perhaps you remember it. The lyrics criticize post-war conformity, 
from university education to golf to living in houses “made of ticky-tacky” that “all look just the same”. 
Our world is so amazingly diverse, and yet society too often dictates that belonging means conformity, 
whether outwardly, like clothing or hairstyles; attitudinally, like music preference or political affiliation; or 
even more intimately, like family structure or religious affiliation. 
 

In Romans 12:2-3, the Apostle Paul advises us to “not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not 
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” 
 

The only “conformity” for Christians then is to reject the world’s “little boxes”, and to seek the will of 
God, which Christ summarized in two great commandments: to love the Lord our God with all our mind 
and heart and strength, and love our neighbors as ourselves, no matter where they come from or what they 
look like. God invites everyone, not just to a religious affiliation, but to a spiritual transformation whose 
fruit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control  
(Galatians 5:22). Everyone – individuals with unique, God-given gifts, complete with individual quirks and 
imperfections – transformed by the Spirit, accepted and loved, belonging without being imprisoned in 
those “little boxes.”     
 

He is risen – Allelulia! 
 

Sincerely in Christ, Adele Dolan, Worship Team Chair  
 
************************************************************************************ 
 

Easter Service Flowers Needed 
By Vickie Deal 

Would you like to help in donating money towards purchasing flowers for our Easter 
morning worship?  We would love to have the sanctuary full of spring color to celebrate 
the risen Christ!  Please indicate if you prefer to contribute funds toward our silk flower 
arrangements to be used again, or to a plant which you can take home after the 10:30 AM 
Easter service on April 5. Any questions, contact Vickie Deal. Please place your 
donation in an envelope and address it “Easter  Flowers .”   Then place your donation 
in Vickie Deal’s mailbox. Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 



APRIL  2026. The Musings. 11 
 

April Worship Schedule       Subject to change 
Liturgists: Please contact both Mary Ellen and Kathy in the church office, if you are unable to serve.  
We want to list the correct name in the bulletin. It is important for you to receive a Friday worship update 
so you can practice your part in the service.  
Greeters: Would you like to welcome others to church? Sign up to be a greeter in the entryway!  
Please arrive 30 minutes ahead of your service time. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Warnke, 
Greeter Ministry Coordinator. 
 

April 5            He Has Risen!   Happy Easter! 
      8:30 am    Greeter: Sue Warnke; Liturgist: Mars Overlee; Pianist: Jona Hays; Usher: Scott Paulson;  
                 Preaching: Pastor Dan Fahs 
   10:30 am   Greeters: Steve & Margie Close; Liturgist: Bonnie Sykora; Pianist: Jona Hays;  
                       Usher: Gery Campbell; Preaching: Pastor Dan Fahs  
 

April 12  Communion Sunday  
  8:30 am    Greeter: TBA; Liturgists: Randy and Wesley Dahle; Pianist: Mary Post; Usher: Scott Paulson; 
                         Preaching: Pastor Dan Fahs  
  10:30 am  Greeter: TBA; Liturgist: Jack Stamp; Pianist: Mary Post; Usher: Gery Campbell; 
                         Preaching: Pastor Dan Fahs  
 

April 19 
 8:30 am    Greeter: Margi Bertelson Brown; Liturgist: Carla Bebault; Pianist: Jona Hays;   
                     Usher: Scott Paulson; Preaching: Pastor Dan Fahs 
 10:30 am  Greeter: Paula Willi; Liturgist: Nicole Munro; Pianist: Jona Hays; Usher: Gery Campbell; 
                     Preaching: Pastor Dan Fahs 

 

April 26          
  8:30 am    Greeter: TBA; Liturgist: Adele Dolan; Pianist: TBA; Usher: Scott Paulson; 
                    Preaching: John Duntley 

 10:30 am  Greeter: TBA; Liturgist: Deb Simonson; Pianist: TBA; Usher: Gery Campbell; 
                         Preaching: John Duntley 
 

************************************************************************************ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hudson United Methodist Church 
1401 Laurel Avenue 
Hudson WI 54016 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Return Service Requested 

 
For mailing label 


