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From I to We to the Kin-dom 
 
A sermon by Rev Susan Amann 
Based on 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
January 15, 2023 
 

 This reading from 1st Corinthians is the opening of a letter written by Paul.  We’re 

reading a different congregation’s mail, a letter written in the First Century.  At first read, it 

seems kind of ho-hum and we might be tempted to move through this section to get to rest of 

the letter. However, it has more to it than meets the eye. 

 The church in Corinth was experiencing conflict. Word got to Paul about this conflict. 

They were forming factions and forming loyalties and rivalries between Paul and other 

missionaries and preachers, sexual behavior and ethics, theology, spiritual gifts, liturgy and 

church roles. Word of this got to Paul after he left their community. I suspect the Corinthian 

were likely expecting Paul to respond specifically to the points of contention and 

disagreement they had with each other and to perhaps even take a side. Those loyal to Paul 

might have been waiting to to say, “Ha! We followers of Paul were right!” What we find 

instead is that Paul does not take sides with this letter. He establishes who he is in Christ and 

his authority and gives thanks for them as a community. He gives them a lesson in theology. 

When we read the epistles (letters) that were written in to other people in a different time and 

culture, we need to find points of contact between the original intended audience and 

ourselves.  

 Today, I want us to consider a few points of contact for us, particularly during this 

season of Ordinary Time where we are focused on the call of us as individuals and as a 

church. Last week, I preached about how we are individually called by our baptisms to the 

holy work of Christ. We prayed Wesley’s Covenant Prayer and remembered our baptisms 

together. By our baptism, we are called to a life of Christ. We are “set apart” while within our 

own settings (homes, vocations, neighborhoods and the world) by the waters of baptism and 

the vow to “accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.”*   

 As you look around, you see all of us individuals who have come together and formed 

a community, and as a community we also have a calling. We are comprised of people of all 

ages, of various backgrounds, vocations, and gifts, just as the church in Corinth. While 

Hudson might not be the most culturally, ethnically, or racially diverse community, we live 

in a multicultural region and country. Like the church in Corinth, our denomination has 
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historically experienced factions and currently we are in disagreement about human 

sexuality. Racism also exists across our denomination. However, just like the church then and 

us now, we have a calling from God. We are called with all of our flaws and gifts. Being 

called does not mean we are perfect people or a perfect congregation. God does not require 

perfection for a call. What is required is faith, humility, and a response. We need to have faith 

that God is bigger than us, bigger than any of the churches in Hudson, and certainly bigger 

than Hudson. We need to have humility about our call. It would be arrogant of us to think 

and act as if we are better than any other congregation in this town or any other town or that 

the Lord only cares about us and our community. Jesus isn’t our exclusive property. Paul tells 

the Corinthians that Jesus is the Lord of all who call on his name. Thus, like the Corinthians, we are 

part of something bigger than we can see and dream about. 

 Another point of connection between us and the church in Corinth is that we and they 

had the spiritual gifts they needed to be agents of God in the world. Paul told them that they have 

all they need to be the church. We are also blessed with spiritual gifts individually and collectively. 

We have people gifted with music, proclamation, wisdom, compassion, and mercy. We have 

people gifted for leadership and teaching. We don’t need to wait for anything or anyone to make 

us complete or to do new things for Christ. We need to know what our gifts are - which is why we 

have done the spiritual gifts inventories this past fall. By knowing our individual gifts we can see 

where our collective gifts lie. 

 Lastly, Paul reminds the Corinthians and us that what they and we have is given to us by 

God. Their gifts, their knowledge, their grace, their holiness: it all comes from the Source, from 

God. What they and we are to do is to be good stewards of those gifts. Without God, we cannot 

be church. God is faithful to us and we are to be faithful to God. 

 So now what? We have been called by God, equipped by God, and given all we need by God.  

The “now what” is this: we are to use our gifts as a congregation to participate with God in the 

transformation of the world to a place where all thrive, where there is justice. This is the “Kin-

dom”.** I intentionally use the word “kin-dom”, instead of “kingdom”, not to diminish Jesus as 

our Lord, but because the word “kingdom” is fraught with colonial oppression and imperial 

domination. During Jesus’ time, they were occupied by Rome, dominated by the Roman Kingdom. 

Jesus spoke of “Kingdom of God”, not “Kingdom of Rome”. I think Jesus’ use of “Kingdom of 

God” was a subversive action during the time of Roman rule. He was offering an alternative order 

or version of “kingdom”, contrasting power and domination by the Romans with connectedness, 

our relationship as kinfolk, family, of beloved community working together for justice for the sake 

of all human and non-human living beings - the kin-dom that God envisions and calls us to. This is 

an upside down version of the political kingdom of Rome during the time of Jesus. 
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 On this weekend when we remember and celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr., I think about his 

ministry and faithful witness to his church, the communities he visited, and our country. I think 

about our baptismal vow to “accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, 

and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.”* King also knew that all we have 

comes from God and that we are part of something larger than ourselves. We are called to live by 

and into the vision of the kin-dom, not by our preferences and biases. We are called together, not 

just to our own circles of friends and family, the to people who are like us and the people we get 

along with. 

 Like the Corinthians, we live in a culture that needs the truth and transformational power of 

the Gospel. We live in a culture and world where injustice, evil and oppression exist. Injustice, evil 

and oppression are not characteristics of the kin-dom. Along with King’s legacy of non-violence 

protest, his legacy includes his belief that the Christian faith and Christian church (local and 

beyond) are tools for remaking the world into a just world and in the image of God.*** As United 

Methodists, we believe in the sacred worth of all persons and this compels us to work toward 

justice through the transformational love of Christ and our call to seek justice.****. The work of 

justice - be it gender, racial, sexuality, religion, or ethnic equity and equality - is not done. Our 

denomination and conference know this and in response, we are doing work to address it. Our 

denomination has a commission called the Commission on Race and Religion. They explain who 

they are, what they do and why they exist on their website: 

 
“…established to hold the newly formed United Methodist Church [1968] accountable in its 
commitment to reject the sin of racism in every aspect of the life of the church. GCORR will not rest in 
its work of challenging and equipping the church to complete its unfinished agenda of dismantling 
racial discrimination. We continue to do this by championing diversity, equity and inclusion; 
developing interculturally competent leaders; and catalyzing authentic community. While racism 
remains our primary focus, our perspective and partnerships reflect a broader context, which 
includes poverty, nationalism, tribal conflicts, gender discrimination, homophobia, disability and 
generational bias—because we know all forms of oppression are connected, and they cannot be 
dismantled in isolation.” 
 

Our Wisconsin Conference has committed to radical inclusion and racial justice. Bishop Jung has 

formed a task force, and our vision is:  

 
“We envision a United Methodist Church that is rooted in Jesus, grounded  in Wesleyan theology and 
affirming of all persons, each one created in the image and precious in the eyes of God. We envision a 
United Methodist Church that is engaged in the work of justice, reconciliation, and liberation. We 
envision a United Methodist Church that affirms the full participation of all gender identities, sexual 
orientations, races, cultures, classes, abilities, ages, and nations, and the sacred worth of every person, 
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particularly those who have been discriminated against by the church’s collective Sins of  racism, 
queerphobia, homophobia, transphobia, and misogyny.” 
 

 As was we move through Ordinary Time, this time of action as disciples, let’s make it 

extra-ordinary. We have been equipped with the spiritual gifts we need to participate in the 

transformation of hearts and the world around us. God has given us what we need to live 

into the kin-dom of God. We have resources available to us, a call, and a faithful God who will be 

with us in the hard and holy work we are called to by our individual baptisms and our collective 

calling. 

 What if we were hear this scripture as if it was written directly to us  instead of to the 

Corinthians? Let’s try it by swapping out the word “Corinth” with “Hudson”. 

 

From Paul, called by God’s will to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, and from Sosthenes our brother. To 
God’s church that is in Hudson: To those who have been made holy to God in Christ Jesus, who 
are called to be God’s people. Together with all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in every place—he’s their Lord and ours! Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God always for you, because of God’s grace that was given 
to you in Christ Jesus. That is, you were made rich through him in everything: in all your 
communication and every kind of knowledge, in the same way that the testimony about Christ 
was confirmed with you. The result is that you aren’t missing any spiritual gift while you wait 
for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also confirm your testimony about Christ until 
the end so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and you 
were called by him to partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

 

* From the baptismal covenant in the UMC Hymnal 

** “Kin-dom”: https://sojo.net/articles/kin-dom-christ 

*** Outcalt, Todd. The Pastoral Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. Ministry Matters, January 15, 

2020. https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/7937/the-pastoral-legacy-of-martin-luther-king-jr. 

**** https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/making-the-dream-a-reality-why-churches-should-

celebrate-mlk-day 


