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Do you remember your actual baptism? You might have been 
baptized when you were older or when you were an infant. You might not 
be baptized. I don’t remember my baptism, but I do know that I was 
baptized at the same time as my brother who is four years older than me. 
On this Sunday every year, we remember and celebrate Jesus’ baptism. It is 
so significant that it is recorded in each gospel.

Before you read further, let me set some context about his baptism 
and this day within the church year. The Christian year includes two 
central cycles focused on major events in the life of Christ:

•The Christmas cycle of Advent-Christmas-Epiphany
•The Easter cycle of Lent-Easter-Pentecost

Each of these seasons begins with a time of preparation and anticipation 
followed by a time of celebration.

The church new year started on the first Sunday in Advent, which 
was November 27. On Dec. 25 we celebrated the birth of Christ. On January 
6, we marked Epiphany. We’ve celebrated three seasons of the church year 
in about 5 weeks:

•Advent: a time of darkness and waiting for the birth, for Emmanuel, 
God-with-us.



•Christmastide: the 12 days of Christmas, marking the birth of 
Emmanuel

•Epiphany: Jesus as the revelation of God Incarnate via the Magi 
recognizing Jesus as the Christ. 

Over the course of a few days - literally - we move from the Advent-
Christmas-Epiphany cycle focused on Jesus’ birth to today when Jesus is 
about 30 years old and is being baptized. We don’t have many stories 
recorded in scriptures about these in-between years beyond a few 
significant events:

•Mary, Joseph and Jesus fleeing persecution and being refugees in Egypt
•They returned to Galilee after Herod died
•Jesus in the temple as a young boy

Today we start the season of the church year called “Ordinary Time”, 
that time between the two central cycles of the Christian year. But it’s not 
“ordinary” in the sense of the current definition of “ordinary”:  normal, 
routine, of no special distinction. What Ordinary Time in “church speak” 
refers to is “ordinal”, the counting of weeks, or a position of something 
(first, second, third). This first period of Ordinary Time, called the Season 
after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day (Jan 6) and ends on the day before 
Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). The central theme of this season is 
the calling of disciples and the early ministry of Jesus, which is anything 
but “ordinary”.

It’s during Ordinary Time that we focus God’s work through Christ 
in the world and us as disciples joining in that work. Culturally, we’ve had 
our fun over the past few weeks. We’ve celebrated Christmas with songs, 
treats, Santa, and gatherings, as well as the secular New Year with the 



dropping of the ball in Time’s Square and parties. Spiritually, we’ve gone 
from waiting and preparing for the birth of Christ to celebrating the birth 
of Christ to the recognition of Jesus as the Christ by the Magi. And my 
prayer is that these first three seasons of the church year have been 
spiritually meaningful and fruitful for you. Now it is time for us to move 
beyond the celebrating of Christ to remembering who and whose we are 
alongside the story of Jesus’ baptism and what that means to us, for us, and 
to God.

Baptism is a theologically rich sacrament that has intersecting 
individual and communal meanings and gifts for us. Communally, baptism 
is about the community of faith, parents, and sponsors witnessing, 
welcoming, affirming and making a vow to support the baptized person in 
their life of faith. Individually, the baptized person’s identity as beloved 
child of God is bestowed upon them. They are initiated into Christ’s holy 
Church. They are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and 
given new birth through water and the Spirit. 

Baptism is not just about identity, initiation, repentance, welcoming, 
and affirming. It is more than a divine action that got us “in” and salvation. 
It is also about being called to individual action, to a personal commitment 
to work with God to “accept the freedom and power God gives you to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves.”* It’s an personal commitment to the hard and holy work you 
are called to by your baptism. Even if you have not been baptized, you can 
still make this commitment and engage in this work.

I offer you the opportunity to remember your baptism by praying 
John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer. This prayer was adapted by Wesley from 
the Puritan tradition. He expected it to be prayed by the people called 
Methodists at the start of every new year as a way of remembering and 



renewing our baptismal covenant. As you pray it, notice how it describes 
the life of someone participating with Christ in Christ’s mission.** Notice 
what words and phrases the Holy Spirit places on your heart. Before you 
pray it, take a moment to close your eyes. Take a few deep breaths and 
remember the waiting and preparation of Advent…the celebration of 
Christmas…the Magi seeking out and finding Jesus. Now visualize water…
how it looks, how it sounds, how it feels. Now, open your eyes and pray:

“I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”

Now that you have remembered your baptism and renewed your 
commitment as a follower of Christ, you can enter Ordinary Time with a 
purpose, a hope, and the beliefs that you are God’s, you are called by God, 
and you are now the epiphany, the light shining forth with Christ. 



This week, I invite you notice water - the water that comes from the 
tap, the water that might be on TV shows, the frozen water that is the snow. 
Touch the water that comes from the tap and mark your hand or your 
forehead and remember your baptism.

*From the Baptismal Covenant in the United Methodist Hymnal

**https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/blog/the-wesley-covenant-prayer-
and-the-baptismal-covenant


