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 The success of the of the James Webb Space Telescopei was the best science 
news story of 2022, and I believe the Magi (wise men) would have agreed. Launched 
on Christmas Day 2021, the Webb has sent back amazing images of deep space, 
peering far back in time to the creation of our universe. I wonder what the Magi 
would have thought of this amazing scientific advance that was built on their ancient 
study of astronomy. With all the tragic news of 2022 dominating our headlines, many 
of us regret a year when more focus was given to tragedies rather than exploration. 
Perhaps the Magi’s habits can help us find our best star to follow in 2023.  

 After all, the Magi did not know to seek out the infant Christ because either a 
messenger from Bethlehem or an angel from heaven told them Christ was born. They 
knew to seek out the infant Christ because they were studying the stars and saw his 
natal star rise in the east. (There are some very good lectures by historical astronomers 
about the Magi to be found both on-line and in the library about the star they saw. I 
encourage you to research “The Star of Bethlehem” if you want to know more.) 

 Matthew recorded all we need to know to accurately place Christ’s first coming 
in human history with just two intersecting details. The first detail is that Herod 
Antipas reigned in the Holy Land between 4 B.C.E. to 39 A.D. The second detail is 
the star the Magi observed in their lifetime study of astronomy and its related 
theology (God speaks) astrology (stars speak); these three areas of study did not 
separate until several centuries later. It is safe to assume but impossible to prove that 
the Magi were aware of Hebrew scriptures about Christ. Their nation had once 
destroyed Solomon’s Temple and took Daniel and other bright young people into 
captivity in Babylon. Perhaps some Jews of that generation observed the stars from 
the same place where the Magi did their research when Christ was born. Perhaps the 
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Magi had even read for themselves the prophecy from Isaiah that we paired with their 
famous story in worship today, Isaiah 63: 7-9.  

 Our Isaiah scripture is a beautiful passage on its own, but read alongside the 
story of the Magi we recognize them in the last verse: “It was no messenger or angel, 
but his presence that saved them; in his love and pity he redeemed them; he lifted 
them up and carried them all the days of old.” (Is. 63:9) The Magi were not visited by 
angels. The Magi found the good news about Christ because of God’s presence in 
their work, God’s love for the world, and God’s desire to redeem every descendant of 
Adam and Eve. As they lifted their eyes to the night sky seeking a word from their 
Creator, God answered and kept them safe as they looked for Christ.  

 Looking at these two Scriptures together, I believe that it is wise for us to 
mimic the Magi beyond giving gifts to celebrate Christmas. I believe we should mimic 
their curiosity and habit of study that helped them learn of Christ’s birth on Earth.  

The little we know about their lives is so parallel to our lives today, surely the 
Spirit can lead us to find Christ just as they did. The Magi lived in a time of tyrants 
and war, just as we do. They lived in a time when people fled oppression and sought 
asylum, just as we do. Their lives were so secure that they had time to study the stars, 
just as our lives are. Tyrants, war, and oppression are all symptoms of sin alive and 
well here on Earth, but the tools of human memory and scientific inquiry are still with 
us just as they were with them. And our Creator still wants to redeem us just as our 
Creator wanted to redeem the people of their generation.  

 But are we willing to join the Magi’s quest? Are we willing to take time to study 
and find what God is doing for us on Earth now?  

 For example, more than a few of us in our church are fascinated with 
meteorology, the science of weather. If we were to trace the history of meteorology to 
the age of the Magi, we would find meteorology a part of their ancient science as a 
subset of astrology. Both astrology and meteorology involve looking carefully at the 
sky, observing the patterns in what we see, and applying our observations to 
improving life for everyone. Sometime between our time and theirs, the successes of 
science has divided their once study into several studies of our shared ecology.  

 Last month we lived through a once in a generation storm as a cyclonic winter 
storm swept across our continent. On the Thursday morning I wrote this sermon 
(12.29.2022) it was estimated that about 50 people across the continental United 
States died, with 28 of those reported storm related deaths happening in western New 
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York state.ii That’s a terrifying statistic to consider and people are grieving each of 
those deaths. Those who died were loved before their deaths became a statistic.  

But when we compare last week’s storm with other historic snow storms of the 
past, we easily see the benefit of applied study as our Creator inspires all humans 
through study. One comparable generational storm to last week would be the famous 
1940 Armistice Day storm. Few of us remember that storm from 82 years ago, but 
there were a total of 154 storm related deaths from that storm, 49 of those deaths in 
Minnesota alone.iii Last week’s storm covered more area on our continent, but thanks 
to meteorology only a third the number of lives were lost in the storm. This is due in 
part to the learnings from the Armistice Day storm expanding the National Weather 
Service beyond a single station in Chicago and establishing one at Ft. Snelling, the 
same station used for weather records now identified as MSP. Shall we not remember 
and give thanks to our Creator for making us safer by inspiring us to learn about all 
we can about our home on Earth? 

 Study has benefits. Finding the edges of what we know, individually and 
collectively, brings us to the edges of human knowledge where we encounter our 
Creator. Lynnewood United Methodist in Pleasanton, California has many members 
employed as research scientists at Lawrence Laboratories in Livermore, California. 
That was my first church as a seminary intern. Doing my graduate studies while 
serving them, I learned two important life lessons from their wisdom I would like to 
share with you as I end this sermon today.  

 The first lesson they shared with me was their common answer when I asked 
about how their faith was part of their work. As research scientists they commonly 
worked well past anything taught in high school required science courses. When their 
research took them to the edge of human knowledge, they often found mysteries 
pointing directly to our creation having a Creator. They all believed that the universe 
did not just happen. They believed based on their research that there was creative 
intelligence behind the order birth of our universe. They helped me understand 
evolution as part of God’s ongoing creation.  

 The second lesson I learned while in seminary while serving a church full of 
scientists happened while playing cards one evening. I shared a bit about my 
nervousness at preaching to so many scientists. The one scientist in that conversation, 
Jack Reaugh, said to me, “Dawn, outside of our areas of expertise, we are all just high 
school graduates.” He went on to say that just as I looked to them to be experts in 
physics and astronomy, they looked to me to be their expert in theology and how to 
live out one’s faith in the world.   
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 Is that not true? Not one of us knows everything there is to know about 
everything. But by the practice of learning together through study, through research, 
through the arts, as well as through good times and hard times, we can be the wise 
men and wise women, the sort of Magi who do not need angels or messengers to find 
God present in our world. It is the learning we share that makes us wiser than any one 
of us can be alone. It is the inspiration in our studies that help us find our way with 
God.  

 Amen.   

  

 

																																																													
i	https://www.space.com/news/live/james-webb-space-telescope-updates	
ii	https://www.npr.org/2022/12/26/1145518196/us-massive-winter-storm-deaths-weather	
iii	https://www.weather.gov/arx/nov111940	


