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 I am thankful when folks wish me “Happy Holidays” when I check out at any 
store. I know that this greeting has risen in a spirit of either inclusion or political 
correctness, depending on a person’s political orientation. But in my primary 
orientation to life as a Christian educator, I know Christmas is a Holy Day that begins 
on December 25th and lasts for twelve days. I am aware that not everyone else does.  

For example, this year Target came up with the idea of selling Christmas count-
down calendars for all those dogs adopted during our COVID days. One box was 
even labeled “The Twelve Days of Dogmas!” (Rhymes with “Christmas.”) By using 
neither a spell check nor a dictionary, they seemed to be unaware that they gave new 
meaning to the religious word “dogmas.” (Rhymes with “Papa’s.”) Dogmas are any 
theological doctrine followers of a religion adhere to quite strictly. For example, our 
beliefs that Jesus is the Christ, and we are forgiven by his life, death, and resurrection 
are two Christian dogmas. Not all doctrines are dogmas, but all dogmas are doctrines 
that are not optional.   

 Therefore, the reason I am thankful when clerks say, “Happy Holidays” to me 
in the check-out line is because then I have a teaching moment to reply, “Happy Holy 
Days to you too!” It’s a kinder way to point out that “holidays” is a phonetic spelling 
from Tudor England that in our American English Webster should have to “Holy 
Days” to align with our phonetics.  

Also, if there is time in the check-out line, I can ask them “What Holy Days are 
you celebrating this year?” As a Christian who believes our words matter, I think it is 
fun to use “Happy Holy Days” if only to see what people do. Sometimes “Happy 
Holy Days” starts a conversation, the beginning of a relationship. I invite you to try it 
for a bit. Saying “Happy Holy Days!” is so much more like imitating Christ than being 
seen as a dogmatic grump with a bad attitude muttering “Merry Christmas.”  
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 Friends let’s try it. “Happy Holy Days!” (your response here) We have so many 
holy days to celebrate. Next Wednesday, Hudson Christians will gather in shared 
worship for our national Thanksgiving. Our Christian season of preparation for 
Christ’s return, Advent, begins next Sunday. In only five weeks, Christmas begins! 
During Advent some folks will celebrate St. Nicholas Day on December 6th while 
others observe St. Lucia Day on December 13th. Perhaps with all that is going on this 
year in Eastern Europe with the war in Ukraine, we could show our solidarity by 
adding the Feast of St. Stephen, December 26th, to our Christmas Holy Days and join 
Good King Wenceslas in caring for the poor. Finally, our season of Holy Days will 
end on the twelfth Day of Christmas which is also called the Feast of the Three 
Kings, and always falls on January 6th . My friends, we have forty-two days of Holy 
Days before us, only twelve of those days are the festival of Christmas.  

 We begin our winter season of Holy Days today with Christ the King Sunday. 
In the world of Christian worship, the feast day of Christ the King is the last Sunday 
of the Christian year. Of all the Holy Days in our worship year, this one is our newest. 
The Feast Day of Christ the King was initiated in 1925 by Pope Pius XI. His purpose 
was “. . . to remind Christians that their allegiance was to their spiritual ruler in heaven 
as opposed to earthly supremacy, which was claimed by Benito Mussolini. (The pope’s 
theological explanation), Quas Primas, symbolically marked that Christ must reign now 
(in Earth’s yearly cycle of seasons).”i Anglicans, Lutherans, Presbyterians, and 
Methodists have joined the Roman Catholic Church in celebrating Christ the King 
Sunday as a Holy Day.  

 What a great Holy Day! We celebrate our allegiance to Christ as superior to 
anything else that demands our allegiance—from partisan patriotism to blatant 
commercialism. As American Christians, we have no experience with kings or queens 
to shape how we celebrate, so let’s imitate the early church and celebrate Christ by 
singing songs of praise. In the time of the apostles, the church celebrated Christ as 
our sovereign long before adding bishops, popes, and liturgical calendars to remind us 
of the story of Christ’s time on earth as he walked as a human among humans. Today, 
our Scripture readings include two of the Church’s earliest praise songs.  

 The first song comes to us from before Jesus was born. The original singer was 
Zechariah, a Temple priest married to Mary’s cousin. His wife, Elizabeth, remained 
barren after many years of marriage. But one day when Zechariah was the priest 
chosen by lot (literally gambling) to go into the Temple’s Holy of Holies. There he 
was told by an angel that his wife was going to have a miracle baby, a son. Because of 
his doubt, the angel struck Zechariah speechless. Only when Elizabeth asked him to 
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affirm the baby was to be named John did Zechariah’s speech return. While I 
encourage you to read the entire story in your Bible (Luke 1: 5-25, 39-80), here is a bit 
of Zechariah’s song of praise:  

 
 “Bless the Lord God of Israel 
    because he has come to help and has delivered his people. . .. 
 He has brought salvation from our enemies 
    and from the power of all those who hate us. . .. 
Because of our God’s deep compassion, 
    the dawn from heaven will break upon us, 
      to give light to those who are sitting in darkness 
    and in the shadow of death, 
        to guide us on the path of peace.”  

(Luke 1:68, 71, 78-79, Common English Bible/CEB) 
 

 

“Because of God’s compassion” Christ was sent “to guide us on the path of 
peace.” Friends, you may find my challenge to return “Happy Holy Days” when you 
are greeted with “Happy Holidays” as silly or contrived, but as we give our allegiance 
to Christ, he is guiding us on the path of peace to spread bread crumbs of joy for 
others he is still seeking. With a song of praise in our hearts for our Christ, we can 
peacefully share our message of hope with someone who may never have heard of 
Christ, someone who may think it is amusing to coin “Dogmas” by substituting 
“Dog” for “Christ” in “Christmas.” We have a choice in our reply. We can be 
indignant and self-righteous. Or we can imitate Christ and meet them as they are with 
Christ-like kindness. The choice is ours.  

 

 The church in Colossae sang our second song of praise while St. Paul was still 
living. We do not know who wrote it, we only know that Paul embedded it in his 
letter to the Colossians. (Again, I encourage you to look up and read the entire song at 
home, Colossians 1:15-20.) Like our Alphabet Song, this is a teaching song. But rather 
than teach children their ABC’s, this song teaches Christ’s followers our unique 
Christian dogmas, those theological ideas that are foundational for our belief that 
Jesus is the Christ, and Christ is the King of all creation. Here are three very 
important dogmas among them:  
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The Son is the image of the invisible God, 
        the one who is first over all creation, 
 . . . because all the fullness of God was pleased to live in him, 
        and he reconciled all things to himself through him— 
        whether things on earth or in the heavens. 
            He brought peace through the blood of his cross.  

(Colossians 1:15, 19-20 CEB) 
 

 We believe Christ is God made visible in human form. We believe Christ 
formed all creation. We believe Christ reconciled all things marred by sin with the 
love of God, our Creator. We believe Christ brought the world peace by enduring the 
cross to bring us resurrection.  

 If these dogmas are in fact what we believe, we have an obligation to live in our 
beliefs. We are called to join Christ in bringing the hope of peace to our broken 
world. So how shall we sing through these Holy Days? Perhaps with the key values of 
Advent: joy, peace, hope, and, above all else, love.  

Let us pray.  

 “Most Gracious God, who in Jesus of Nazareth showed us an alternative 
to the kings, queens, emperors of history, help us to revere and emulate Jesus’ 
leadership: To love, and to seek justice for all people.  

“Help us to recognize the true grandeur and life-changing power based 
in loving you and all of our neighbors.  

“In Christ Jesus with you and the Holy Spirit, may we co-create a world 
ruled not through domination, but in that radical and all-powerful compassion 
and love. 

Amen.”ii 

																																																													
i	https://allsaints-pas.org/fun-facts-to-know-and-tell-about-christ-the-king-sunday/	accessed	on	2022.11.17	
ii	Same	source	as	endnote	i.		


