
WORSHIP- SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2022 

Today’s worship leader is John Duntley, lay servant, filling in for Rev. Dr. Dawn Jeffers 

Ramstad who is not enjoying a vacation week, but rather attending a clergy retreat 

and conference this week.  As Rev. Dawn is hard at work, it seems pertinent to  add 

that the month of October and specifically Sunday, October 9 is Pastor Appreciation 

Month across the United States.  Rev. Dawn would be the last one to expect lavish 

praise for the work she so enjoys doing, but she does deserve it.  That said, a simple 

thank you message, email, card, high five or fist bump would surely put a smile on 

her face.  We still have nearly a full month to say “Thank You Rev. Dawn”, and of 

course feel free to include Deacon Susan in thanks as well.   

PRESENT YOURSELF TO GOD 

The two Biblical scriptures that we have heard and learned from today, each 

challenge us to “present ourselves to God”.  In both scriptures, there were 

individuals that were actively, visibly sharing their appreciation for God.  Whether 

we are intentional about outwardly expressing our believe in Jesus or we are more 

inward in expressing our faithfulness to God, more privately in our own way, each 

would appear to move us forward in faith and in “presenting ourselves to God.” 

The Gospel lesson from Luke 17 is the healing story we have heard many times over 

the years where Jesus encounters a group of lepers on the road to Samaria and as 

they ask for mercy he simply commands them to go show themselves to the priests 

at the temple. As they embark they are amazingly healed. Then most notably, just 

one, ONLY ONE, of the men, seeing that his leprosy has miraculously healed, returns 

to bow at Jesus’ feet in thanks saying “praise God!”.  This man truly presented 

himself to God.  At the sight of just this one man, Jesus seemed a bit indignant that 

only one of the ten had returned to express his gratefulness and to give glory to 

God’s healing.  The lesson for us all to note is, Jesus noticed.  Jesus noticed in a big 

way that this one man expressed thanks, gave praise to the glory of God.  Jesus sent 

him on commending him that his “faith had healed him.”  How do WE present 

ourselves to God?  When we have a “God moment” in our lives, something that 

amazingly keeps us from injury, or lifts us through a special accomplishment or an 

experience that brings astounding joy to our lives, do we stop in our tracks to give 

thanks to God like the Samaritan man healed of leprosy? Granted, Jesus is not 



standing in front of us as a person to thank, but do we pause in gratitude, a silent 

prayer or even a spoken word?  

In the scripture passage from 2 Timothy, Paul’s letter from prison to Timothy is 

encouraging him to remain steadfast, be strong in his faith to Jesus and to continue 

to speak about Jesus.  Even though Paul is locked in a prison cell for speaking of 

Jesus he implores Timothy “Take the things you heard me say in front of the many 

other witnesses and pass them on to faithful people who are also capable of 

teaching others.”  (2Timothy2:2)  A few verses later, 2Timothy 2:15 states Paul’s 

words to Timothy which essentially, asks him and thusly us, to “make an effort to 

present yourself to God as a tried-and-true worker, who doesn’t need to be ashamed 

but is one who interprets the message of truth correctly.”  This passage calls us to be 

diligent and hard working in God’s eyes and at the same time not to be shy about 

spreading the “good news” that Jesus lived, died and ascended so that we might 

believe.  2Timothy steps a bit further to give us the trustworthy, reliable verse; 

If we die with him, 

    we will also live with him. 
12 If we endure hardship, 

    we will reign with him. 

If we deny him, 

    he will deny us. 
13 If we are unfaithful, 

    he remains faithful, 

    for he cannot deny who he is. 

In other words, we are in this together.  God has total faithfulness in loving us.  In 

return, we should have total faithfulness in loving him.  It is a two-way street, we 

must give as much as we take.  God has our back, we should have his.  It is not easy 

for us to even imagine the consequences that faced Timothy or Paul from our own 

present-day environment.  Paul was already jailed for presenting his faith in Jesus, 

Timothy must have had a lot to think about in weighing the consequences he might 

face for speaking about Jesus.  We have nothing of that level of consequence.  We 

have social reaction responses and beliefs of others to weigh upon us.  And the 

Timothy passage steps further to admonish us not to get caught up in words of 



disagreement or argument, that they can be hurtful to others.  That seems advise 

that rings true in our present-day society as sometimes people can be very 

judgmental or opinionated.  Our challenge is to present ourselves to God and share 

the good news as it fits our modern world. 

This causes me to think of our own Hudson community initiative for the Golden 

Rule.  The simple effort to treat all others as we would like to be treated, “do unto 

others”, it is sincerely an outward demonstration of living, following God’s 

commandments.  Again, sometimes in our polarized present-day society, even such 

a simple effort might be misconstrued or become the target of argument over its 

purpose.  It really should be accepted at its best, treating others well.  For sure, we 

should not be bashful about taking on this effort of treating others well, we should 

present ourselves to God as ambassadors for this cause.  We should remember the 

aspect of being a “tried-and-true worker” in spreading the message of faith. 

One of the study notes for today’s message explored the aspect of building upon or 

believing in a creed. I think the Golden Rule could be such an example of a simple 

creed that we should all be able to live with.  What Would Jesus Do, WWJD, is 

another creed that often pops into my mind as life presents those moments of truth.  

I remember having a WWJD bracelet as a reminder to follow this creed.  How do you 

react when someone hurts your feelings? How do you respond in moment of 

danger?  How do you react to an uncomfortable encounter with a stranger?  How do 

you deal with your kids when they upset you? Or kids, how do you react when your 

parents do not understand your position?  WWJD?  As you figure out how Jesus 

would react you can then also humbly and thankfully present yourself to God! 

Obviously, this can be an affirmation of your faith, or you can step it forward by 

sharing your experience with a family member or friend, speaking your faith 

moment for others to gain insight.  

Another creed that came to mind was reflective of my childhood experiences as a 

Boy Scout, the motto “be prepared”.  Whether it is being prepared for a school 

assignment, a work project or a family outing, always be ready for anything that may 

occur.  Pack a first aid kit, bring extra food, don’t forget your rain gear.  In the spirit 

of that creed, one should be prepared to thank God for our many blessings and 

appreciate our shared faithfulness.   So often we may have those opportunities to 



speak to our faith or share an experience and we let it pass. My grandmother was a 

living example of faith expression and as I have mentioned at other times from this 

pulpit, if a moment called for faith she would have us all stop and speak a quick 

prayer of grace, thanks, healing or blessing.  If we can embrace today’s message of 

presenting ourselves to God, maybe we can make some of those moment stand out 

with others in some manner.  

Think for a moment of your own personal creeds of faithfulness. Maybe it is similar 

or as simple as the Golden Rule (do unto others, as they would to you), WWJD or the 

scout motto, be prepared.  As a church body of course, we share a belief formally in 

the Apostle’s Creed that we recite with every communion and with many services, 

just like at this morning’s Early Riser service.  This creed provides us the vocal 

opportunity to present ourselves to God, declaring that we believe that Jesus died, 

was buried and ascended to heaven. Not only are we speaking our faith but we are 

also doing it together, joining with other Christian’s to present ourselves to God as a 

community of faithful.  

Another question to ask is, besides just acknowledging our shared faith by reciting 

the Apostle’s Creed, what other actions can we as a church community take to 

present ourselves to God? Is there a cause to join, a public witness to be made in 

our community? For a number of years, the Christmas Day dinner was a call to 

action, a faith moment that showed Hudson United Methodist Church was present 

for God, present for all that could join for a Christmas Day dinner.  Now that we are 

emerging a bit more from pandemic mode, maybe we can all consider how this 

event can be reborn and provide a significant fellowship for community members as 

well as for many of us as caring members of this church.  It seems a simple way to 

very communally present ourselves to God.   

Are there other ways that the worshiping congregation can be called to present 

themselves as those approved by God, those guided by God?  I hope that each of us 

can give it some thought and if there are some creative and meaningful ideas out 

there, put them forward, share them with others, see how we can further present 

ourselves to God.  Of course, there are many other ways that you can present 

yourself to God with service; be a part of the Caring Ministry, help with Wednesday 

youth programs or Sunday school, volunteer to serve others in the community.  



Finally, it does not have to be an all-church effort. While that might be amazing and 

inspirational, just looking at our own lives, how can we be more present for God? 

We do not need to overthink this task. We just need to BE, to be willing to stop and 

give thanks to God, to be able help another person with a daily task, to be 

thoughtful in completing our spiritual gifts survey considering where we might lift a 

hand to be present for God.  Maybe it is devoting time to daily prayer, being present 

for God.  Maybe it is committing to Bible study or reading regularly to present 

yourself to God.  Taking a lesson from the marketing folks at Nike, practice the creed 

of “Just Do It!”  Just be ready and willing to present yourself to God.  Just take notice 

as you go through the week ahead, how often do you have an opportunity to 

“present yourself to God” in thought, in word or in actions?  I hunch if you keep it in 

mind, you will find more ways and more moments to be engaged in your faith.  

Good luck and God Bless. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


