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 Now that we often do children’s moments for very young children right after 
the first hymn at our 10:30 Rejoice! service, I am always on the look out for children’s 
sermon inspiration that can be adapted for a sermon opener on-line and at the 8:30 
Early Risers service. One for today tied the idea of growing faith with the tradition of 
Trick or Treating, this children’s moment called for a used costume, worn but not 
worn out, and not scary.  

 Having purged all my Halloween costumes after our children left home, I 
shopped at Goodwill. I found the most adorable clown suit, one that would have fit 
me when I was a child who enjoyed watching Bozo the Clown on television. Would 
that be scary? Certainly not for any Baby Boomer because we enjoyed Bozo, but since 
we grew up creepy clowns resembling him have become a staple character in horror 
films. Often when working with teens, I find youth who have been traumatized by 
that trend. Still, every other costume option at our Goodwill was too unbelievable for 
our children to imagine I would wear it. After consulting with our youth on 
Wednesday night, I figured out a children’s sermon plot for my childhood clown suit.  

 This Bozo like clown suit is homemade and about the right size for my four-
year-old self. It even has a Bozo ruffled collar! Hopefully, the children will tell me the 
reason I cannot wear my clown suit on Halloween is because I am too big now that I 
am an adult. With that out, the children’s sermon will shift to today’s key idea, over 
time as we grow just as we need to repair/replace the things we wear, we also need to 
repair/replace things we believe as we rekindle our faith.  

 This ongoing repairing and replacing our beliefs is part of our spiritual life 
because we become more like Christ simply by contact with Him. Most of our growth 
happens when we are in relationships with each other.  
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 You can see what I am trying to say in 2 Timothy 1. There are four people 
named: Eunice, Lois, Timothy, and Paul. Eunice and Lois are Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother. These women shared their faith in Christ with Timothy as they raised 
him. Perhaps they began to follow Jesus when they heard him preach the Sermon on 
the Mount or when they were among the 5000 that Jesus fed with a few fish and some 
bread! Paul called Timothy “my beloved child,” although the two are not related 
either biologically or legally. Their relationship is what Rev. Dr. Rosemary Skinner 
Keller called “vocational kinship,”i when our relationship with another person is due 
to our common calling; for us in worship today our vocational kinship is our shared 
commitment to follow Christ. Paul called the vocation he shared with Timothy a 
“sincere faith.” (2 Tim. 1:5, New Revised Standard Version/NRSV) 

 Like wind, faith is hard to see. Mostly we can only observe its effects in our 
lives. That’s why a good children’s sermon where the pastor can no longer wear a 
child’s clown suit comes in handy. Everyone can see the pastor has outgrown the 
clown suit. Hopefully everyone can also see how the pastor has grown in faith by the 
effect of following Christ in their relationships.  

 But what do we mean by faith? Pulling out my desk dictionary I found that 
faith has four definitions. The are: “1. Unquestioning belief, specifically in God, a 
religion, etc. 2. A particular religion. 3. Complete trust or confidence. 4. Loyalty.”ii Of 
those four choices, I believe Paul encouraged Timothy (and us) to be loyal by having 
complete trust and confidence in God. I do not believe Paul was telling Timothy to be 
unquestioning or to adhere to a particular religion—Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran, or 
even Methodist. When Paul questioned God after meeting Christ on the Damascus 
Road, he found himself changed to the point where he taught and preached 
something different than what he had learned as a child. Related yes. But different in 
that Paul was no longer teaching adherence to a particular religion. Only by 
questioning what he knew from his religion was Paul able to write about loyalty to 
Christ and his teaching with complete trust and confidence. When Paul was writing 
his letters, the Church had already been inspired to define faith as “. . . the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1 New Revised 
Standard Version) 

 One of the blessings about worship in our time is that few people come to the 
sanctuary, and no one tunes into our YouTube channel because it makes them look 
good. The Sunday this sermon was preached was one where the NFL and particularly 
the Vikings and the Saints organizations expected their loyal fans to watch a game 
played in London with an 8:30 a.m. Central Daylight Time kickoff. Thankfully, many 
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folks either joined us on-line or found a way to record the game to worship in the 
sanctuary have found a way to grow your faith while also enjoying a favorite pastime. 
As a sermon reader, you have figured out how to be loyal to Christ, too.   

 We live in a time when our faith in God through Christ is undermined regularly 
by things not harmful in themselves, but very harmful as they compete with our 
loyalty to Christ. It is not a sin to watch the Vikings/Saints game, no matter what your 
Packers, Bears, or Broncos fan relative may think. That sort of thinking is a perfect 
illustration of unquestioning religion. But how you chose to watch any NFL game or 
enjoy any other healthy hobby can either help grow your trust, confidence, and loyalty 
to Christ and your fellow Christians. You can both nurture your relationship with 
Christ and your fellow Christians without allowing your faith to become a religion to 
be shelved in favor of The Big Game.   

 

 “The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

 “The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say 
to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.’” 
(Luke 17:5,6 Common English Bible.)  

 A mustard seed worth of faith is a teeny, tiny amount of faith. According to 
Wikipedia, each mustard seed is only a millimeter or two in diameter, that is less than 
1/100th of an inch. It takes 1000 seeds to manufacture an 8-ounce jar of mustard we 
will spread on our grilled brats while enjoying the game. A single mustard seed does 
not go far, nor does it germinate when stored in a kitchen to use in cooking. But when 
planted, a single mustard seed will grow into a shrub that not only gives birds shelter, 
but also produce mustard seeds enough for lots of brats and potato salad besides.  

 I am confused why Jesus said small faith could do something as odd as planting 
a mulberry tree in the sea. Do you know of anyone who wants to plant a mulberry 
tree in the sea? I don’t. But if faith as small as a mustard seed can do something as 
silly and impossible as that, just think what faith the size of a mustard seed can do if 
we give it the best conditions possible for it to grow. If we give our seed time. If we 
free our seed from the spice bottle and plant it in good soil. If we give our seed sun 
and water. We would grow a faith that does not become another religion. We would 
grow faith that yields the trust, loyalty, and confidence so needed to heal our world 
now.  
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 Friends, I would encourage you to rekindle your faith by tending it like a 
mustard seed. Give your faith room to grow. Just as it is hard to put your current 
wardrobe away in a closet still filled with costumes from childhood, it is hard to grow 
in trust, confidence, and loyalty to Christ and your fellow Christians if you keep 
holding on to your childhood beliefs there by storing your faith in a dark place where 
its effects are never seen.  

Amen.  

																																																													
i	Dr.	Keller	died	before	she	was	able	to	publish.	She	was	however	my	professor	and	prior	to	her	diagnosis	with	
brain	cancer	was	to	be	on	my	doctoral	dissertation	committee.	Therefore,	I	am	citing	her	as	Timothy	may	have	
cited	Paul.			
ii	P.	230	Webster’s	New	Dictionary	and	Thesaurus,	Wiley	Publishing	Inc.,	Cleveland,	Ohio,	2002.		


