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	 This past month, my preaching partner has been Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, a 
member of our denomination’s team who supports local churches and their 
ministries. In his writing were great insights; his last paragraph is one I believe we 
need in the transition and turbulence we are navigating. Here it is. 		

“It is the journey of our own life in faith. And we may at times find ourselves 
retracing our steps, revisiting different stages on the journey. But by the grace 
of God . . . we will find our way in the end. We may be all over the map, but 
we do indeed have destination. We’re heading home, and home is where 
God is. Home is here and home is not here. Home is the relationships that we 
build with one another, but most important with God. We are brought home in 
the Spirit, the one who calls and the one who sends. Time to go home.”i 

 How did that strike your ear? One sentence in particular echoes with my life, 
“We’re heading home, and home is where God is.” Since we married, John and I have 
taken turns being the trailing spouse as we moved for his career when the children 
were young, and at our marriage’s half-time as we began moving to where our United 
Methodist bishops believed I should serve. We define home as “the place where the 
cat is.” We had also found that wherever our home is, we find God waiting.  

All of our moving explains why when I read about three people Jesus met as 
“he determined to go to Jerusalem,” (Luke 9:51), I have no experience but my mind 
went to our six siblings who live within twenty miles of where our parents made their 
home when we each of us was seven (John in Minneapolis and me in Barnum). 
Somehow, their reality —living in the same community as both your grandparents and 
your grandchildren for a lifetime—seems much more like the reality of the three men 
who considered joining Jesus as he walked to Jerusalem than it does our life imitating 
the apostles Peter and Paul.   
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Jesus’ home was always with God. In today’s Gospel reading he was headed 
home by way of Jerusalem. And yet as he traveled from Nazareth through Samaria, he 
was at home because God was there with him.   

Many folks came out from their homes to meet Jesus as he made his way to 
Jerusalem. Some followed him, most famously the twelve disciples, but there were at 
least 70 others as well. (See Luke 10:1-12.) But here Luke focused on three men who 
were not disciples, yet. They seem to live with their family and had a sense of home as 
a specific place, what we migrant folks of all kinds (corporate, military, and ministry 
alike) call “normal” as we refer to those of you who live in one place for a lifetime.  

The first person said to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.” (Luke 9:57) 
In his commentary, Weber pointed out that Jesus may have responded differently if 
the man had only said, “I will follow you.”ii It is the added “wherever you go” that 
showed the man had a destination in mind, probably Jerusalem. But going with Jesus 
is a lot like enlisting in the military because there is no guarantee of your destination, 
only the promise of community for life. 

When our son enlisted in the Navy, his recruiter asked his fiancé, “Are you 
ready to live where the Navy sends him?” She bravely said yes, not knowing their 
destination. Her brave yes rewarded them with a community for life—a husband and 
several friends more like herself than anyone she had known in her hometown. We 
who move because of our vocation all know this truth—community is not bound by 
location. Community is bound by relationship.  

Christ creates community among his followers. Christ promises us no 
destination less than the kingdom of God.  

Jesus commanded two more people to follow him. They both had family ties.  

The first person replied he would travel with Jesus as soon as he buried his 
father. If his father was already dead, the first phrase of Jesus’ response, “Let the dead 
bury their own dead,” seems cruel. But if his father was still alive, still expecting his 
son to fulfill his family responsibilities, the second phrase of Jesus’ response, “but as 
for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God,” expanded his command to “follow” 
as something that the person could do even while honoring his father’s needs.iii  Not 
everyone who follows Christ is called to be a nomad. Some of us, you perhaps, follow 
Jesus by proclaiming the kingdom of God to those who know you best.  

The second person Jesus commanded to “Follow” needed to say good bye to 
“those at home” before he could leave with Jesus. (Luke 9:61) In his essay, Derek 
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Weber saw this person as wanting both/and. He wanted to follow, and he wanted to 
stay in touch with his old life as well. Weber put his thinking this way, “I want to 
follow, and will follow, but I’ve got responsibilities, so as soon as I get my life under 
control, I’ll be back.”iv 

 One wonders how the lives of these three people went on as they stepped out 
of Jesus’ story. Did they go back home? Did they become one of the seventy Jesus 
sent out two-by-two in the next section of Luke’s gospel? Whatever their choice, did 
they follow Christ? Did they learn the truth that “home is where God is”?  

 More importantly, how can we recognize when we are home with God? 

 I suggest we now turn to our reading from Paul’s letter to the churches of 
Galatia. Along my journey with Christ, our other passage of Scripture, Galatians 5: 16-
22, has helped me recognize my fellow Christians by their behavior. I decided to 
follow Jesus during Vacation Bible School when I was seven. That decision has stuck 
with me for 59 years, plenty of time to my own life test Paul’s directions. 

 Paul wrote “I say be guided by the Spirit and you won’t carry out your selfish 
desires. . ..” He wrote out a long list of behaviors that demonstrate selfish desires. I 
spotted some of his list last week in the morning local news from Eau Claire. “(T)hey 
include sexual immorality, moral corruption, doing whatever feels good, . . . hate, 
fighting, obsession, losing your temper, competitive opposition, conflict, selfishness, 
group rivalry, jealousy, drunkenness, partying, and other things like that.” (Galatians 
5:16-21) The full list is there when I watch the news from Minneapolis/St. Paul.  

Regrettably, some of these behaviors also show up whenever I am drifting away 
from Christ. Three I have I have seen in myself in the past month include doing 
whatever feels good, loosing my temper, and jealousy. What about you? Does your 
top three match mine or would you have a different top three? 

 Friends it is good to know where to find this list, but please take John Wesley’s 
advice to never focus on your sins you can see. Wesley once did an exercise where he 
journaled about all his negative behaviors that demonstrated sin and found it only 
increased his separation from God. He encouraged us to focus on the blessings, to be 
grateful for times when you see God’s love made visible among people. His is good 
advice grounded in this Scripture.  

 Therefore, I encourage you to memorize the second list of how to identify the 
Spirit guiding any individual by their behavior. That person could be yourself, your 
closest companion, the stranger you just met. These behaviors demonstrate love, joy, 
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peace, patience, kindness, goodness (generosity), gentleness, faithfulness, and self-
control. As Paul wrote, “There is no law against things like this.” (Galatians 5:22)  

 It is a list of who we are when we follow Jesus. It is a list worth memorizing 
because it assures us when we are home with God. 

 This year our Accountable Leadership Board has been working on our mission 
statement. We have established our identity, “a church for all generations,” but not 
our mission. What we will bring before you as an action item at our Annual Charge 
Conference on November 6th is this, “to accept everyone wherever they are on their 
journey.” Pastoral wordsmithing to blend the two will lead us to this, “We are a 
church for all generations who accepts everyone, wherever they are on their journey.”  

 A church is a community of people who chose to follow Christ together—
whether a vocational sojourn in our world or a lifetime in our home town. When we 
follow Christ, we are brought home to where God is by the Spirit, to a true home 
where we experience love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 
faithfulness, and self-control.  

 As you consider what I have just shared, please do so with this blessing:  

 

	 “May all that is unforgiven in you 
 Be released.  
  
 May your fears yield 
 Their deepest tranquilities.  
  
 May all that is unlived in you 
 Blossom into a future 
 Graced with love.”v 
																																																													
i	https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/living-the-spirit-life/third-sunday-after-pentecost-year-c-
lectionary-planning-notes/third-sunday-after-pentecost-year-c-preaching-notes.	Rev.	Dr.	Weber	is	Director	of	
Preaching	Ministries	at	UMC	Discipleship	Ministries,	a	ministry	our	church	helps	fund	through	our	apportionments.		
ii	Same	as	first	endnote.	
iii	Here	I	differ	from	Weber	and	defer	to	my	understanding	the	household	codes	in	the	Epistles,	particularly	
Ephesians	5:21-6:9.			
iv	Same	as	first	endnote.		
v	“To	Come	Home	to	Yourself”,	Fr.	John	O’Donohue,	p.	97,	To	Bless	the	Space	Between	Us:	A	Book	of	Blessings,	
Convergent	Books,	New	York,	2008.	


