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 Can I test an assumption that I have of us? I assume we know the story of 
Cinderella. True? I also assume we have seen it produced on television. Yes? Those 
two questions bring up fond memories for me of the 1965 version Rogers and 
Hammerstein’s Cinderellai “in living color.”ii As a girl, I memorized every song 
Cinderella sang. Perhaps either you or a girl you knew did as well. Let’s see if this sets 
you humming:  

	 “In my own little corner in my own little chair,  
I can be whatever I want to be.  

 On the wing of my fancy, I can fly anywhere,  
and the world will open its arms to me.”iii  

 
 Many young girls identify with Cinderella. In the silence of today’s Bible 
reading from Hosea, the school of life has taught me that Gomer could easily have 
been one of those girls. How did I learn this? Friends, my first professional job after 
college was in a Salvation Army shelter for teen girls, Booth Brown House. There I 
met girls whose lives resembled Gomer’s life. In the shelter where I worked with 
them, our VHS tapes of Cinderella, both Rogers and Hammerstein’s version and Walt 
Disney’s, were well worn and often replaced. 

 While every life story is unique, these girls (and the many other women I have 
pastored since then) all identified with the story of Cinderella. For these women, 
Cinderella was another girl from a dysfunctional family who once dreamed of being 
rescued by a fairytale prince but then found herself working at night on a street corner 
downtown. Gomer lived an ancient story repeated in generation after generation. It is 
even a grandmother’s story found twice in Jesus’ family tree (Matthew 1). But for 
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Gomer, her dream of being rescued from prostitution by marrying to a good man 
became a reality.  

The Bible does not tell us how Gomer met Hosea, just that their marriage was 
a mirror for Israel’s relationship with God. Gomer has the role of Israel. Hosea has 
the role of God. Hosea was her hero; Hosea rescued Gomer from the impact of her 
own sin and others’ sins. The part we read today picks up at their wedding, the same 
life changing event where our beloved fairytale of Cinderella ends. Even then Hosea 
and Gomer’s story is abbreviated as three years or more of their life together are 
collapsed into just nine verses of Scripture read aloud in less than three minutes.  

 Gomer had three children with Hosea. Hosea gave their first son a reasonable 
name for his mother to yell, Jezreel, which is “God sows” in English. Lo-ruhamah 
and Lo-ammi were not so lucky. Can you imagine your mother wanting you to come 
home for supper by calling out “Not pitied” or “Not my people”? One gets the 
impression that while Hosea and Gomer’s marriage was a living parable, it was also 
more a nightmare than a dream. Personally, I have always been grateful that as I 
attended Bible college and seminary, my male classmates with an acute prophetic bent 
like Hosea’s were not inclined to date their fellow ministry students like me. I believe 
life as a prophet’s wife could be both difficult and challenging.  

 Hosea and Gomer had three children together. Hosea kept his marriage vows. 
When Gomer returned to the habits of her painful youth, Hosea sought to reconcile 
with her. Our Scripture is clear that in their marriage we see the reflection our 
relationship with God. With their parable our reality, we are Gomer, the wife who 
returns to sin. 

As we read about Hosea’s persistence to keep his marriage vows, we can 
understand God’s persistence to keep his covenant with the people of Israel. As they 
wandered away and insisted on acting like their neighbors, including worshipping 
Baal, God kept his covenant. It seems the ancient Israelites were even unfaithful in 
their marriages and breaking God’s Commandment to “. . .  not commit adultery.” 
(Exodus 20:14. For adult readers only, Baal worship probably included sex acts with 
temple prostitutes. I am keeping the spoken version of this sermon G rated for the 
children in our church.) While the Bible writer assumed we would know about Baal 
worship and we don’t, archeology supports the possibility that Gomer could have 
worked at a temple for Baal rather than at a street corner downtown.  

 Sin is sin. The sad truth about human sin is that everyone of us has broken 
God’s law. Every single one of us has not fully kept the Ten Commandments. Just 
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because you have not committed adultery does not mean that you have not broken 
another command. A good assumption of our most common sin in America’s cyber 
age with our high value of the cyber market being open 24/7/365 is that we have all 
broken the fourth Commandment; “Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. . .. 
on the seventh day . . .  you shall not do any work. . . not you, not your servant . . ..” 
(Exodus 20:8-11) While humans rationalize not keeping a Sabbath as “not as bad as 
adultery,” here's the deal on the Ten Commandments: keeping them as your ticket to 
heaven is an all or nothing proposition—to break one commandment is to break 
them all. God does not share our human rationalization that some sins are worse that 
other sins.  

 From God’s point of view, sin is anything that breaks our intimacy with God. 
So, breaking the fourth commandment about Sabbath keeping is just as bad as 
breaking the commandments about adultery and murder (Exodus 20:13). God wants 
an intimate relationship with every human being. In Hosea and Gomer’s story we 
understand that although we sin in all sorts of ways God remains faithful. 

 From our human point of view, various sins have a seriousness scale based on 
what we see and think our neighbors do. The sins of others are often the justification 
of our own sin. What parent among us has not heard this classic rationalization of 
behaving badly, “. . . if they can do it why can’t I?”  

 And yet we desire to live blessed by God. While we have no evidence that 
either Hosea or Gomer sang “In my own little corner . . .” we can assume that they 
did go to Temple in Jerusalem. There they may have heard or even sung today’s 
psalm, a prayer to be reconciled with God.  

“. . . Restore us again, O God of our salvation,  
and put away your indignation against us . . ..  

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;  
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.” (Psalm 85: 4, 10 NSRV) 
    

 This psalm is a very good prayer when we need reconciliation. Praying with it 
we confess what was and hope for what could be. Could it be a prayer you need to 
pray today? 

In pastoral visits with married couples, one of my favorite questions is “How 
did you meet?” Not only is there always a story; there is often a smile, a twinkle in the 
eye. Something similar happens when those who choose to follow Christ can tell our 
stories of encountering Christ personally. There is a warm smile, an inner joy that 
sparkles as we recall the assurance of knowing Jesus has forgiven our sins, that Jesus 
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will help us undo the damage of the past, that Jesus gives us hope for a new future. 
We glow with our experience of being reconciled with God.  

Often (not always) the daily grind tarnishes the glow of our special encounters 
with the risen Christ. It always begins low and slow; never with the sins that lead to 
life in prison. We might skip church because of a family gathering, wake too late to 
read the morning devotional before our day’s work begins, or urgent work disrupts 
keeping Sabbath as we justify doing “just a little work” instead of getting the rest both 
the Bible and psychologists tell us we all need. These little sins do not seem to matter 
at the time, but these same little sins snowball into bigger sins when left unconfessed.  

For me these slips in taking time with Jesus often follow a business trip. Did 
you not know pastors take business trips? We usually call them mission trips, or 
continuing education events, or even Annual Conference; but they really are all 
business trips that disrupt our daily and weekly routines of daily prayer and Bible 
reading, worshipping with you, and of keeping a preacher’s Sabbath either every 
Monday or every Friday. Those three weekly routines keep us in touch with God, and 
without them our closeness with Jesus erodes. It is true that pastors’ business trips 
always include prayer, Bible reading, and worship; but it is also true they never include 
Sabbath keeping or my usual morning routines with our pets that happen at home 
between waking up and my morning devotions. 

 If I don’t hear God’s call soon after these small dates with God begin to slip, 
soon I find myself back sliding into other old bad habits—retail therapy, nursing 
grudges, eating poorly, being grumpy. One of the best things about being your pastor 
is knowing how many of you pray for God’s protection of my spiritual life. Thank 
you. Who knows what I would lapse into without the constant love of God seeking 
reconciliation and bringing it to me through our shared prayer life? I know that when 
lapses into sin begin for me, regular worship with my local church is often what brings 
me home to Jesus.  

 We are made by God to be with God. God never forgets that. God is always 
looking for ways to renew our intimacy. By the way, if you want to see this in human 
form, you don’t need to know a prostitute. You just need to look to any husband or 
wife who faithfully seeks to keep their love alive, not just in good times or bad times, 
but even in the daily grind. Amen.  

																																																													
i	This	was	produced	for	television	in	1957	starring	Julie	Andrews,	in	1965	with	Leslie	Ann	Warren,	and	1997	with	
Brandy	Norwood	playing	the	role	of	Cinderella.	(Wikipedia)		
ii	Color	television	was	a	big	deal	in	the	mid	1960’s	and	every	remake	was	done	“in	living	color.”	
iii	YouTube	karaoke	version,		


