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 This Mother’s Day I have two questions to help us read the Scriptures for 

today. First, do you know where your clothes come from? Second, what do you 

imagine it like for Tabitha to be sent back to earth from heaven?  

 Let’s begin with the easier question to answer accurately. Do you know where 

your clothes come from? Most of us would name stores—Target, Walmart, Goodwill, 

Nordstrom’s Rack, JoAnn Fabrics—or online sites/catalogs—Landsend, L. L. Bean, 

Talbots, Amazon. Those are my usual sources for updating my wardrobe, are yours 

different? Fleet Farm or Men’s Wearhouse? Only one of my regular stores leaves 

making my clothes to my skill. The others rely on factories, often in other countries, 

to make the clothes they sell, even Goodwill. And lest we consider JoAnn to be the 

most virtuous store on my list since it requires skill to buy fabric and make even a 

simple T-shirt, virtually every bolt of fabric JoAnn sells in North America was made 

on another continent.  

Our reality makes it hard for us to know where our clothes were made. From 

our Carhart hats to our Keds sneakers, fashion was a 1.5 trillion U.S. dollar industry in 

2021.i But beyond the store, website, or catalog where we selected the clothes in our 

closets, most of us if not all of us have no idea where in the world our clothes were 

made.  

 Reading Acts we may remember what we learned in Sunday school about 

Tabitha via flannel graph cut-outs. As teachers and children, we imagined Tabitha to 

be like our moms, grandmothers, and aunts who enjoy sewing for charity. We imagine 

Tabitha to be a kindred spirit with our own church’s members of SewMuchNeed.  

 But Tabitha sewing alone at home to clothe widows is not the only possibility 

of what is going on in this very brief account of her experience of being raised from 

the dead. The bare details Luke wrote about Tabitha sound like the scant details most 

of us know about our clothes: what certain items are called, where we bought them, 
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and perhaps who sewed or altered them, if we have the means for custom sewing. In 

my sixty years of sewing, I have met many non-sewing men and women who have no 

idea of how clothes are made and sold.ii Therefore, another possibility we should 

consider as mature readers is that Tabitha was involved in the textile industry often 

mentioned in Acts. Others who sewed included Paul, Priscilla and her husband 

Aquilla, Lydia, and “a certain tanner, Simon.” (Acts 9:43) If Tabitha was a successful 

seamstress, it is not only possible but probable that she employed other women who 

did assigned tasks for various garments. Perhaps Tabitha focused on employing 

widows, charity with dignity. Widows had limited opportunities for income. But if 

they had even basic sewing skills, Tabitha could train them and pay them for piece 

work, specific items sewn at home for which the person is paid not by the hour but by 

the piece. Sewing has always been a cottage industry. 

 Other details Luke wrote in Acts make me wonder if my adult seamstress 

hypothesis could be more likely than the Sunday School flannel graph version. 

Tabitha lived in Joppa where she was also known as Dorcas, a Greek name. Joppa 

was a city built on the east shore of the Mediterranean Sea by the Roman Empire for 

trade, the same land is now named Tel Aviv. Joppa was very cosmopolitan; Tabitha 

may have found doing business with her Hebrew name was a liability. The fact that 

Tabitha did business as Dorcas indicated that she did not live in a Jewish enclave like 

the Jews in Jerusalem or Nazareth.  

 Tabitha shared her faith with others following Christ. When she suddenly 

became gravely ill, the community quickly sent two messengers to Peter asking him to 

come and heal her. Because Tabitha died before Peter arrived, he found himself as a 

pastor in a grieving community. Widows insisted on showing Peter the clothing 

Tabitha made. Was this simply because they did not have Goodwill, Target, and 

Walmart in Joppa to supply their needs? Or could it be these widows were given the 

dignity of employment by Tabitha because she sold clothes they helped make? Luke 

wrote, “Upon (Peter’s) arrival, he was taken to the upstairs room. All the widows 

stood beside him, crying as they showed the tunics and other clothing Dorcas made 

when she was alive.” (Acts 9:39) Luke does not report Tabitha made clothes only for 

widows to wear. Even though Coco Channel has be dead since 1971, one can still 

purchase a jacket sewn in 2021 from The House of Channel. Perhaps there was The 

House of Dorcas? One detail is mentioned twice, Peter was escorted to an upstairs 

room where Tabitha’s body was prepared for burial, customarily three days after 

death. Either Tabitha had a large house, or she lived above the store. 
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 But whether Tabitha was sewing for charity or if she was a business employer 

with charitable hiring practices does not really matter as Peter prayed. What mattered 

when Peter prayed was that Tabitha’s death had a negative impact on widows in 

Joppa. These women needed Tabitha; no one else was ready to take her place. For this 

reason, Peter imitated what he saw Jesus do as he called dead people back to life. He 

cleared the room, he knelt in prayer near Tabitha’s lifeless body, and for the good of 

the community prayed for Tabitha to be restored to her mortal life in Joppa.  

 God answered Peter’s prayer. Tabitha was restored to her mortal life.   

 This miracle brings us to our sermon’s second question. What do you imagine 

it like for Tabitha to be sent back to earth from heaven? We only have St. John’s 

testimony in Revelation to tell us what Tabitha may have witnessed on her arrival 

there. Did she experience crowds of people clothed in white robes and waving palm 

branches? Was she in heaven there long enough to experience that fullness so 

complete that she neither hungered nor thirsted? Did she see Jesus Christ, “the Lamb 

who . . . will shepherd them”? Was she already in her white robe? Or was she in the 

process of being fitted? What was it like for her when God chose to have her return 

to the mission she had left behind on Earth? 

 Can anyone answer this? No.  

 Our focus for this miracle is to ponder why God returned Tabitha to her life in 

Joppa. When Peter followed the example of Jesus and knelt in prayer, he did not ask 

for Tabitha’s return for her benefit. Friends, Peter only prayed for Tabitha’s return for 

the benefit of the widows in Joppa. Peter prayed because Tabitha’s mission on Earth 

was incomplete. God answered Peter’s prayer because Tabitha had a mission God 

wanted her to complete. 

 God has a mission for us too. Every Mothers’ Day our nation celebrates the 

mission of mothering. Was Tabitha was a mother? We do not know. We do not know 

if Tabitha was single, married, or widowed. But we do know that for the widows of 

Joppa, Tabitha was their spiritual mother; a woman who cared for their needs, a 

woman who gave them dignity—perhaps with clothing to wear, perhaps with 

dignified work in their poverty, most likely with both. Like a good mother meets her 

children’s needs, Tabitha met the needs of widows in Joppa.   

 The young church in Joppa also had faith that had the trust God would use 

Peter to return Tabitha to her mission. Seeing their faith and hearing their story, Peter 

embraced his new mission to lead the church and stayed—living with another man 

who sold leather for a living. Maybe Roman sandals?  
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 This week’s Discipline’s writer, Rev. Nicola Vidamour from England, wrote a 

good analysis of Peter’s mission as a pastor in a new place.iii Peter responded 

immediately. He took time to listen to the widows’ stories, to see the objects they 

needed to show him. He spent time alone with Tabitha while praying for her. Perhaps 

in his prayer, Peter shared with God his grief not for Tabitha, but for the devastation 

her sudden death caused the widows of Joppa. Peter stayed until his work was done. 

Peter took time to share with others what Jesus had taught him about love, 

forgiveness, and our shared mission to share Christ’s message with our lives.  

 Like Tabitha, Peter, Luke, and Simon, we all have a mission here on earth. 

Tabitha’s mission was to care for the widows of Joppa in a time when their land was 

occupied, and there was no program like Social Security. Peter’s mission was to take 

his skills as a fishing business owner and apply them in leading this new community, 

the church, while imitating Christ as best he could. Luke’s mission was to tell the story 

well enough that it could be understood across time and in many cultures. And 

Simon, the tanner? His mission was to give Peter a home base in Joppa so the church 

could be nurtured there.  

 Which leaves us with one final question, what is your mission? We all share 

the great mission, to make disciples of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:16-20). But each of 

us has a particular role in our shared mission. For some of us, it is faithful living in 

your work place. For others of us, our mission is local charity, joining SewMuchNeed, 

volunteering at the Food Pantry this June, or by supporting our youth prayerfully and 

financially as they go on their summer mission trip. Perhaps your primary mission is 

your family, the Bible is very clear that the work for caring for our families 

demonstrates the love God has given us.  

 This Mothers’ Day ponder how you are like Tabitha? What work do you do 

that shows God’s care for those in this world we see in need?  

 Amen.  

i https://www.statista.com/topics/5091/apparel-market-worldwide/#topicHeader__wrapper 
ii I began sewing at age seven. In my early 20’s I worked for Sew What in downtown Minneapolis, mostly altering 
and repairing men’s business apparel. I then worked as a cutter in a custom racing gear company, taking a driver’s 
measurements and cutting the garment from a sloper using flame retardant materials so that his jumpsuit would 
fit him quite closely and protect him in the event of a crash and subsequent fire. I stopped sewing for a living 
shortly after I married John.    
iii P. 163, The Upper Room Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions 2022, Upper Room Books, Nashville, 2021.  

                                                           


