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On the first day of the week, the women who knew Jesus best returned to his 

tomb. They carried all they need to embalm his body. As Luke recorded it, when they 

arrived at the tomb, and Jesus was not there. Nor were the Roman guards. And the 

stone they worried about moving had moved!  While the women stood at the empty 

tomb in raw shock “suddenly two men in dazzling white clothes stood beside them.” 

(Luke 24:4)    

Can we stop the story here for a moment? Haven’t we heard a report like this 

before? We have. The first time happened in Luke’s very first chapter:  

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph . . .. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. Gabriel said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’” (Luke 

1:26-27)i 

 And it happened again:  

“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not 

be afraid for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people . . ..” (Luke 

2:8-14) 

 And it happened again after Christ’s resurrection: 

“(When Christ finished speaking) as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 

heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them and said, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 

you into heaven, will come in the same way you saw him go to heaven.”ii (Acts 1:9-11) 

 The Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostle’s in our New Testament, have 

the same author and report four times a messenger from heaven spoke to human 

beings. The Resurrection messengers from heaven were perhaps angels or perhaps 
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Moses and Elijah. Once in the middle of Luke’s gospel Peter, James, and John saw 

Moses and Elijah talking with Christ. (See Luke 9:28-37). That day neither Moses nor 

Elijah said anything that Luke reported with a quote.  

 So not to be overly picky here about whether these messengers were angels 

(who are not human) or humans who are now immortal, the big deal is that we have 

four testimonies of divine messengers speaking to mortal earthlings.  

This Easter let’s think about those two messengers. All five visits happen at a 

turning point in Christ’s mission on earth. All four visits with quotations mark a new 

day in human history. The first was when his mother learned of his miraculous 

conception. The second was when shepherds were the first to learn of his birth. The 

third was when the women who knew Jesus best found his tomb empty. And the final 

time was when he returned to heaven and his remaining disciples, including us, were 

given our mission to spread His message.   

 There are notable differences between the first two visits and the last two. 

In the first two visits, Mary and the shepherds were reassured by the angels that 

they had nothing to fear before they received their messages. At the tomb and later at 

Christ’s ascension, the messengers began as if they were already known to the 

humans. Their message was that the humans now had work to do. The humans were 

not to stand stunned and amazed. The heavenly messengers told them to get busy, to 

tell others, to tell us, to tell the living that Christ is no longer dead!   

Finally, there is one other feature all five stories of immortal beings becoming 

visible share, divine messengers only come when there is no human who could deliver 

a particular message. In the Bible, angels are messengers only when no human can do 

that job. Perhaps this is why angel citings are so rare for humans. We are to be the 

messengers.  

Ours is same message Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, Paul, James, and Jude 

shared with us through the writings we now call the New Testament. Here it is again 

as we heard it earlier in worship today: 

“Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of 

people over another. Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him. This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by 

proclaiming the good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all!”iii (Acts 10:34-36)   

 Peter is sharing Jesus’ main message, as does every other New Testament 

writer. God has no favorites. Every human is invited to join God in Christ’s 
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household of faith by repentance and by action. Everyone who both worships and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. Today, this new day, we are simply the next 

generation of messengers.    

 I really do not know how to make the angels’ message to be a messenger any 

plainer, except to quote remember how Jesus himself taught it to Peter, the apostles, 

and the women who first arrived at his tomb. Jesus instructed them, “You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. . .. do this, and you 

will live.” (Luke 10:27-28) 

 Jesus repeated “and” five times. This is the best faithful translators could do 

with a specific language difference between Koinonia Greek and American English. 

The word Luke wrote down in Greek was “kai” which contains a specific idea for 

which we do not have an English word. The closest we can get in English is by using 

two words, “and also.”iv But for most Americans “and also” sounds like our parents 

are giving us a long list of chores expecting each one to be completed. “Kai” 

communicates that two ideas, to options, are really the same thing, just said 

differently.  In The New Revised Standard Version, they chose to use only “and;” this is 

consistent with how most of us memorized the Lord’s Prayer. “Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil”v  

 The main message Jesus taught us is this; “You shall love the Lord your God . . 

. and also your neighbor.” This not a multiple-choice test. Luke quoted Peter 

preaching this idea this way, “This is the message of peace (God) sent . . ..” The 

messengers at the tomb did not repeat the message to the women because the women 

already knew it. The message at the empty tomb was only that Christ was no longer 

dead. Christ can now only be found among the living! Hallelujah!  

 Christ chose to be human to give us his command to both live in our lives and 

to share with other humans. All who have heard and received that message are now 

responsible to share it with other humans. But how do we best do this?  

 Our temptation is to imitate Peter as he preached his message in many settings 

in the book of Acts. And for 80% of us, we think that and say, “I can’t do that!” The 

other 20%, Peter included struggle with our egos getting in the way of Christ’s 

message if we think all we have to do is preach it.   

 But all of us have the ability to live that command. We can all behave like our 

spiritual grandmothers, those women at the tomb who delivered the message to Peter 
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that the “two men in white” had delivered to them. Three of these ancestors of our 

faith have names written in our Scripture for today. They were Mary Magdalene, 

Joannavi, and Mary the mother of James.vii The way they kept Christ’s command to 

“love God and also their neighbor” was by respecting Peter as the new leader of all 

who followed Jesus’ way by telling him first as they carried out their duty to share the 

good news that Christ is no longer dead. And not only that, BUT the very reason 

Mary, Joanna, Mary, and a few unnamed women were there even blessed to be the 

first human messengers was because they were loving Jesus even when they knew he 

was dead, by carrying out their duty of love to embalm his lifeless body.  

 It is because of their service that Mary, Joanna, and Mary were blessed to be 

the first human messengers that Christ is risen! Pay attention to this detail: they did 

not take their message of the day to strangers, “but to the eleven and all the rest.” 

(Luke 11:9). What an inspiration for us!  

 As a woman called to tell Christ’s story, I love the Easter challenge of digging 

deeper to share the Good News with a fresh (to me) observation every year. His final 

chapter on mortal life always begins, “On the first day of the week, the women who 

knew Jesus best returned to his tomb.” And we must never forget the divine 

messengers’ question “Why do you look for the living Among the dead? He is not 

here. He is risen. Remember, he told you . . ..”viii 

 We hear the message and know we are the messengers of Christ’s great love, 

sharing with the people we love. Amen.  

i All quotations from Luke are from The Wesley Study Bible: New Revised Standard (NSRV) translation of 
the Bible, Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2009. 
ii This quote is also from the NSRV 
iii This quotation from Acts is from the Common English Bible, copied and pasted from 
Biblegateway.com on 4/14/2022. 
iv I am thankful to Adam Hamilton for this language lesson stressed strongly in The Lord’s Prayer: The 
Meaning and Power of the Prayer Jesus Taught, “And lead us not into temptation,” Chapter 5, Abingdon 
Press, Nashville, 2021. 
v #895, The United Methodist Hymnal, The United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, 1989. Use 
of bold font mine.  
vi Joanna was the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza (See Luke 8:1). 
vii “Mary the Mother of James” may or may not have been Jesus mother. Both Mary and James were 
popular names at that time. Jesus had a brother named James as well as three disciples who are 
clearly identified as having other men as fathers.  
viii My paraphrase based on Luke 24. 

                                                           


