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Good morning.   

This is Harriet Enloe with this Monday morning epistle. 

I am blessed to have memory.  Living in WinterGreen I can see many people do not have that 
memory.  When there are 92 apartments in one building, we can see the aging process of many 
people concentrated in one area.  It gives an awareness of what abilities I am really grateful for.  
Today’s reading in the Upper Room Disc ip l ines  talks about how the memory of Gods works takes 
different roles in our faith.   

I watch my partner struggle with the diseases that make him not able to do the same things that he 
did when he was younger.  He works on having courage and acceptance to face the tomorrows.  
Our small group Bible study is about The Lords Prayer  by Adam Hamilton. As we study it is 
comforting for me to see the strength of my partner’s faith in all that God does.   

I like the title of this week’s devotions Looking Back, Going Forward .  I have found in each time 
of my life the meaning of the bible stories changes.  The Exodus story has a different meaning for 
me than when I read it as a child and was so amazed that God gave people food to be gathered for 
a day.  Now I think of God’s faithfulness to us.  He was leading those people into something new 
and exciting.   

I wonder what new things he has for us in this generation.  There was a time that I wanted to see 
what God has for us in the future.  It was like the bud of a flower, I wanted to force the petals of 
the flower open to see what the flower would look like rather than watch it gently unfold.  We need 
to remember the past so we can be ready for what God seeks to do with us today.  One of our 
Questions and Suggestions for Reflections was to read Psalm 126.  We were to pray this Psalm 3 
times: (1) Pray all of the verbs in the past tense in thanksgiving; (2) pray all verbs in the future tense 
as a prayer for help; (3) pray verses 1-3 in the past tense, 5-6 in the future tense.  Which was hardest 
for you to pray?  I was so surprised at how I felt each time I said the verbs differently how much 
the meaning was changed for me.   

The prayer for today is, O God, you continue to do new things for your creation.  Help us to see 
and respond to your action.  Amen. 

The song that this devotion reminded me of was the Hymn of  Promise  in our hymnal on page 707. 

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed an apple tree,  

in cocoons, a hidden promise:  butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be 

Unrevealed until it’s season, something God alone can see. 

 



There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody, 

 There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,  

Unrevealed until the season, something God alone can see. 

 

In our end is our beginning; in our time infinity, 

 in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

Unrevealed until the season, something God alone can see. 

	


