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By Darci Strutt McQuiston 
 

This is the scripture assigned for March 7 within The Upper Room Disciplines. 
 

Genesis 15:1-6 
1 After these events, the Lord’s word came to Abram in a vision, “Don’t be afraid, Abram. I am your protector. 
Your reward will be very great.” 
 

2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what can you possibly give me, since I still have no children? The head of my 
household is Eliezer, a man from Damascus.” 3 He continued, “Since you haven’t given me any children, the head of 
my household will be my heir.” 
 

4 The Lord’s word came immediately to him, “This man will not be your heir. Your heir will definitely be your very 
own biological child.” 5 Then he brought Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars if you 
think you can count them.” He continued, “This is how many children you will have.” 6 Abram trusted the Lord, 
and the Lord recognized Abram’s high moral character. 
 

Three chapters back, God made Abram a promise. 
 

Genesis 12:1-2 
1 The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household for the land that I will show 
you. 2 I will make of you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your name respected, and you will be a 
blessing. 
 

Abram was obedient and did what God requested. Now here we are in chapter 15 and still no 
Abram Jr. How can he become a great nation when he doesn’t have any children? Genisis 12:4 says 
Abram was 75 when he received this call, so no doubt expected a little faster timetable.  Genisis 
21:5 tells us his son Isaac wasn’t born until Abram was 100 years old. That wait would have seemed 
unrealistic to human eyes. I would have been wondering too! 
 

I sense a theme in my life of examples where human eyes can’t quite see what God’s eye can see.   
 

Sometimes it feels like the universe displays a theme over and over. Does that ever happen to you? 
You have something on your mind and then the world seems to send more examples. That is 
actually a survival function in your brain. You think something is important, so your brain helps 
you see more of the same thing. 
 

My thoughts have been lingering on the fact God only shows me a step at a time of the path I’m 
on. The prayer of Thomas Merton I spoke about a few months ago deals with that. The song we 
sang before my sermon was His Eye is On the Sparrow. It has the line “though by the path he leadeth, 
but one step I may see”.  
 

During my February songwriting challenge, I was given a topic for a song. Guess what it was? To 
be comfortable in mystery. Basically, my task was to compose lyric on how to contemplate life 
without attachment to goals. Seriously?! 
 



I have been forced to live in harmony with the unknown since McQ received his diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s.  The most common phrase I’ve heard is “we don’t know”. I get that line from 
specialists, books, and people whose loved one has completed the journey.  
 

Only seeing one step at a time. Living in mystery. Being OK with “we don’t know”. I see a pattern. 
 

Abram has a head full of human logic to contend with, and yet he trusted in God.  The 
International Standard Version of the Bible says it this way: “Abram believed the LORD, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.” 
 

It is right to trust God. This is the message working its way into my head as I write to you. Trust 
and obey. Abram trusted God, and God was faithful to fulfill all the promises God made. God 
continues to be faithful to us. 
 

Pray with me. 
 

Heavenly Father – Thank you for your daily love and care for us. Thank you for your 
promises within scripture. Thank you for Jesus who gave us the ability to become your 
forgiven children. Strengthen us to live in trust and love as you desire. In Jesus name we 
pray. Amen 
 

Beams and blessings to you each! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


