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 While on vacation last October, John and I drove around Pikes Peak as we 

traveled from Santa Fe to Denver. Our goals and limited time kept us from a trip to 

the top that day, but with one son now living in Denver I suspect I will visit the the 

summit again in a road trip or two. The last time I went to the top of Pike’s Peak was 

my first time on the top of any mountain. We were on a family vacation when I was 

10 in our first new car, a 1966 Ford station wagon. I thought being on a mountaintop 

was magic because we stood on solid rock while looking down at the tops of clouds.  

Friends, even if you have never stood on the top of Pike’s Peak, you have 

probably memorized one woman’s vision of what she once saw there on a clear day.  

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain;  
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!  

America! America! God shed his grace on thee,  
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.i   

 

 America the Beautiful was written in 1893 by Wellesley College English professor 

Katherine Lee Bates and first published under the title Pikes Peak. Bates was a visiting 

teacher at Colorado College when she made her first trip to the top of Pikes Peak and 

was inspired to write this lyric. Thanks to her gift as a writer, every American can 

imagine standing on that mountain top.  

In my limited experience, the views on from Pikes Peak are incredible even 

when fogged in. With Bates’ view from Pikes Peak in mind, imagine Jesus hiking to 

pray with Peter, John, and James. Can you see yourself standing with them on that 

mountain? Can you see the amber waves of grain? The purple mountain majesties? Or 

do you see the tops of clouds? While we may resonate with Peter’s vision to build a 
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chapel, we are called by Jesus’ vision to return to return to the people living on the 

plain below.    

 The view from a mountain top is very different from the view from a plain. But 

as we spend this year carefully considering Luke’s gospel, the difference between the 

mountain view and a prairie view is important. Bible scholars who specialize in 

studying Luke commonly speak of his gospel having a “sacred geography.” When 

Luke wrote about Jesus loving and serving humanity, Jesus ministered on a plain. 

When Luke wrote of Jesus praying, Jesus climbed a mountain, just as Moses and 

Elijah did in their lifetimes. What is unique and important about this story of Jesus 

praying on a mountain is that he invited Peter, John, and James to join him. Neither 

Moses nor Elijah ever invited anyone else when they climbed mountains to be one-

on-one with God. 

 On the mountain Peter, John and James saw Jesus differently. They saw him as 

God’s son. They witnessed Jesus conversing with Elijah and Moses, two people in the 

Old Testament they knew had conversations with God on a mountain. If I had been 

there with Peter, John, and James and witnessed Jesus as fully God with my own eyes, 

I would have shouted “AMEN!” when Peter said they should build a chapel and stay 

there. 

 God said “No” to Peter’s vision. And God is still saying “No” to everyone who 

wants to stay locked in time. God’s mission for Jesus was to share God’s vision for 

humanity with actual humans. God’s mission for Jesus’ followers is to share God’s 

vision with other humans. God’s vision for us is far too big to be contained by a 

chapel, even a chapel as large as Notre Dame.  

 Perhaps you also memorized the third verse of “America the Beautiful?”  

“O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years.  
Thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears!  

America! America! God mend thine every flaw,  
confirm thy soul in self-control, the liberty in law.”ii  
 

 Bates’ third verse is not a view. It is a vision. We don’t know what Jesus said to 

Peter, John, and James about his vision as they hiked down the mountain. According 

to Luke, “they kept silent, and in those days told no one any of the things they had 

seen.” (Luke 9:36, New Revised Standard Version)  

 But Jesus, Peter, John, and James did not stay silent forever! Someone had to 

tell Luke about that day so we could read about this in his gospel. Their vision was to 
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share the Good News, the Gospel, with all of humanity. Like Bates’ vision for our 

nation, God’s vision for humanity is way too big to accomplish in a single afternoon 

of good intent. It requires taking steps, one after the other just like climbing up and 

down a mountain. 

 As a local church and pastor, we have our own story to tell about having a God 

sized vision. Our story is so long, but let us begin in 2017 when by a balloted vote, we 

adopted our current Accountable Leadership Board and in January 2018 began our 

work. In the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, utilizing 

an Accountable Leadership Board is an alternative form of church administration to 

what is prescribed by our denomination’s Book of Discipline. To use Accountable 

Leadership both the members of a local church and the cabinet must approve the by-

laws by a recorded vote. Once implemented an Accountable Leadership church is 

governed by an elected board of twelve members who oversee the work the Book of 

Discipline defines for trustees (property), finance (money), staff-parish relations (our 

human resources committee for staff), and nominations (our human resources 

committee for members and constituents).  

The Accountable Leadership Board, what we commonly refer to as the ALB, 

has two primary responsibilities. One is to carry out normal operational oversight of 

the church as a business under Wisconsin state law. The other is to discern and 

develop a vision for our church’s next step as we follow Jesus. While the pastor meets 

with the ALB regularly and is accountable to the ALB, he or she shares the 

responsibility for casting a vision with the elected members of the board.  

Despite COVID and because of COVID, our ALB is succeeding in casting a 

vision for us as “A Church for All Generations.” It is so exciting! As a team of 

leaders, we review not only where we are now, but we also reflect on where we have 

been and how that influences the ministry needs we see emerging.  

Our YouTube worship service is one example of our success in discovering 

and acting on our shared vision for Hudson UMC. The first vision for our YouTube 

worship came in October 2019 while I was on temporary medical leave because of a 

surgery. In my recovery, I discovered Fruity Knitting and thought, “We could do 

church like this.” In March 2020 with the first COVID stay at home order, that vision 

guided us as we established our on-line worship. But vision leads to vision. Our 

successful weekly on-line worship option has shown us other opportunities to share 

God’s vision with families and singles whose lives are not tightly bound to working 

only between 9 to 5, Monday through Friday as we culturally once thought we were. 

Now to further discern what our next step is, our ALB is preparing to review the 
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YouTube analytics along with our own overall worship and participation statistics to 

see where Christ is leading us to minister next. 

Meanwhile, the ALB is leading us as we establish an operational reserve in our 

checking account. The ALB is doing this work with all the passion a teen clearing her 

closet of middle school clothes before she shops for senior high fashions. In order to 

build that operational reserve, a minimum checkbook balance in the general fund 

equal to three to six months of our church’s fixed expenses, while also inviting our 

physical neighbors to our church, our next step is embracing the good old fashioned 

rummage sale. Financially, building our operational funds up would liberate us from 

operating from monthly offering to monthly offering. In practical terms, if our 

operating reserve was already in place, what we are giving this month would be used 

to meet our expenses in June rather than in March.  

By holding our rummage sale the same weekend as the Lioness’ Community 

Wide rummage sale (late May or early June, we will tell you as soon as we know), we 

are joining our community calendar. We are inviting our new and old neighbors into 

our building to experience us as we now are in a non-threatening way. We will be able 

to tell them at check-out how the funds from their purchases will help us provide 

food ministries including both our Wednesday night dinner as well as our bread give-

away, have an active family and youth ministry, and our growing on-line ministry that 

now includes our weekly Sunday school in a bag, an at home Sunday school option 

that goes beyond the time limits of 9:30 to 10:15 on school year Sundays. Not only 

will our neighbors be invited to join us in financially supporting those programs with 

their purchases, but our neighbors will also be invited to join us in experiencing our 

ministries for themselves. 

Who knew I could get so excited about rummage sale evangelism! 

Peter was excited about building a small chapel to hold six people—Jesus, 

Moses, Elijah, John, James, and himself. But Jesus not only invited Peter up the 

mountain to pray, Jesus also invited Peter to hike back down to the plain where God’s 

great vision becomes the world’s saving reality when combined with our dedicated 

work.  

Amen! 

i America the Beautiful, v. 1 #696 The United Methodist Hymnal, The United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, 
1989 
ii Same as previous endnote. 

                                           


