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Hello Church!  Darci here. 
 

Happy Valentine's Day! Some of my friends, with tongue in cheek, call this day “Singleness 
Awareness Day” because many of the messages are about being in a relationship and those who are 
not in a relationship feel diminished.  
 

The advertisers want us to show our love via our checkbooks or credit cards so we can feel more like 
those images of romance we see in their commercials. I love my husband and my husband loves me. 
We know this is true. He hasn’t been able to buy me a gift without help for many years. If I bought 
him one, he would forget it happened within moments. Lucky for us that doesn’t diminish our love. 
 

A group of us are studying the letters of John. Those are the three little books toward the very back of 
the New Testament labeled 1 John, 2 John, and 3 John. The study is called What Love Is by Kelly 
Minter. Our video last week hammered home to me how God shows he loves us and how we can 
show we love him back. Kelly used the following verses to support her point. 
 

1 John 4:9-10 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 
 

1 John 5:3a In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. 
 

Jesus not only is an example showing God’s love for us, but Jesus also is our best example of showing 
love back to God through his obedience to God. 
 

The scripture in The Upper Room Disciplines for Monday February 14 is from the Old Testament 
book of Genisis. If you’ve seen the musical, Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat, you know the 
story. Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers and gets taken to Egypt. Through many twists and 
turns Joseph remains obedient to God and ends up in control of the storehouses of Egypt during a 
famine.  
 

The verses assigned to Monday show his brothers coming to Egypt to beg for food. They discover 
the brother they were cruel to is now in charge.  
 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
45:3 Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, so 
dismayed were they at his presence. 
45:4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 
45:5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life. 
45:6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither 
plowing nor harvest. 
45:7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 



45:8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
45:9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; 
come down to me, do not delay. 
45:10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's 
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 
45:11 I will provide for you there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and your household, and 
all that you have, will not come to poverty.' 
45:15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

Joseph forgave and showed love to his family. His love stretched down to his grandnieces and 
grandnephews. Obedience to God put him in a place of power in Egypt where his actions could do 
the best for God’s people. Love of God allowed him to love his family more fully. 
 

Obedience is a negatively charged word, but other synonyms don’t have the same weight. Obedience 
to God shows love to God and in most cases obedience to God results in showing love to our 
neighbors. I see the ten commandments as three ways to love God and seven ways to love our fellow 
humans. Love and obedience are very tightly linked. 
 

Jesus is the center of it all for those of us who call ourselves Christian. He is the sign of God’s love 
and the demonstration of how to love God back. The most important relationship for our existence 
on earth is between ourselves and God. We forget that sometimes. 
 

Any day that focusses on love is a good day. You can celebrate love no matter what your human 
relationship status is. God doesn’t require jewelry or candy for us to honor him. He wants a 
relationship built on trust and obedience. Psalm 19 reminds us that his laws are also his gift to us, and 
they are a bit like those ads we see. 
 

Psalm 19:10 They are more precious than gold, 
    than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 
    than honey from the honeycomb. 
 

Pray with me. 
 

Dear God. You love us and want the best for us; all of us. Thank you for your patience as we 
learn and grow into the loving people you desire. Forgive us for times we forget that loving 
each other is the way to show we love you, God. Help us understand your laws are a gift not a 
burden. May we embrace them to add sweetness to our life. We are grateful to Jesus for 
acting as our example of love. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 
 

Beams and blessings to you all! 
 


