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 Every Christian has a call. This week we Revised Common Lectionary readers 

are blessed with two Bible call stories. The first was God calling Isaiah in the temple 

the year King Uzziah died, about 742 B.C. (see 1 Chronicles 26:21-23). The second 

was when Jesus called Simon Peter to be his first disciple according to Luke. (For the 

whole account read Luke 4:38 through Luke 5:11.) For those of us whose call has led 

to being a pastor or deacon in the United Methodist Church, we all learn how to share 

our call story as part of our Ministry to the Word.  

 Many of our church members have been blessed to read another pastor’s call 

story in this week’s Upper Room Disciplines 2022.i Since last Sunday, Rev. Dr. Gennifer 

Brooks offered us an opportunity to consider our call to ministry. As the professor of 

preaching at our nearest United Methodist seminary (Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary in Evanston, Illinois), Dr. Brooks has trained most of our current younger 

Wisconsin pastors and deacons in the craft of preaching. It is a blessing to witness her 

teach both in the classroom and in the seminary chapel.ii Reading a Garrett sister’s 

words every morning this week has been a special joy for me, I am borrowing her 

Saturday and Sunday outline to share this sermon now. Let’s begin with her opening 

paragraph from Saturday, February 5.  

“It’s a pattern: God calls; the one who is called demurs, claiming unsuitability 

for the task; and then, in a startling turnaround, the one who is called accepts 

the task. Isaiah did it, and now Peter does it. How many of us—the called of 

God—have followed this pattern. I know I have, and perhaps that is your story 

as well.”iii  

 Spot on Sister Preacher!  

I wish I could say as I retell my call story that when I first heard God’s call I 

acted right away. But I didn’t. Like Isaiah, I was in the sanctuary of my childhood 

church in Barnum when I first had a vision of being a robed preacher. Like Peter, I 
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was a regular weekly worshipper; he attended synagogue, I attended church and 

Sunday school. The moment I heard my first call, I was in high school and had a 

vision of me in a white robe as I walked into our sanctuary. I thought it as a vision to 

be a protestant nun, like Sally Field in The Flying Nuniv sitcom we were then watching 

weekly at home. But every so often as I walk from my office to our pulpit with my 

white robe on, I remember my first vision.  

 So why did I not say yes right away? Well, I was only 13 years old, and I didn’t 

think girls could be pastors. But others confirmed my call when I was a teen by 

affirming that they thought I would someday make a fine pastor’s wife.  

 While the specifics of my first call are Unique, I did experience the pattern Dr. 

Brooks described. I claimed unsuitability for the task. There were years of struggle 

before I turned around. But looking back after making my own turnaround, I have 

also witnessed many other Christians who are stuck in their claim of unsuitability for 

their call. Which brings me to a point where I would challenge Dr. Brooks if we were 

sharing lunch at Annual Conference; we are after all both Garrett sisters with red 

shoes. Here is what I question about her writing for this week.  

“Kudos to those who, like Isaiah, hear and accept God’s call immediately. But 

for most of the people with whom I have had a conversations on the subject 

there was a definite reluctance to make the seemingly all-or-nothing 

commitment required by Christ’s call.”v 

 Did Isaiah really “accept God’s call immediately?” Isaiah’s own account of his 

call to warn the people of upcoming hard times happened after he was fully 

credentialed as a Temple priest. We read his own call story in chapter six of his book. 

In chapter’s 1 through 5, written before King Uzziah died, Isaiah was already 

preaching about Israel’s wickedness, degenerate behavior, arrogance, social injustice, 

and their general unfruitfulness. He predicted both Israel’s downfall as well as their 

restoration. Read alone, today’s passage (Isaiah 6:1-9) reads as if it was an 

instantaneous acceptance. Read right after reviewing chapters one through five, I 

believe Isaiah had many conversations with God before this moment when he 

confessed that Israel’s sin was also his own sin. Just because we have the story of his 

ultimate “yes,” we should not be so bold to assume that Isaiah did not spend time 

saying “no.” 

 Simon Peter’s call came at the lakeshore as he accepted Jesus was the Christ. A 

single miraculous catch convinced Simon that Jesus was God’s son. Then Jesus turned 

his miracle into the big metaphor for his call to Simon Peter: “I will make you fishers 
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of men, if you follow me.” (Based on Luke 5:10, but from a children’s Sunday school 

song by memory.)  We know even less about Simon Peter before his call moment 

than we know about Isaiah, because Simon Peter is not the focus of Luke’s gospel, 

nor of Mark’s, Matthew’s, or John’s. What we have from Peter by way of Luke is just 

like what Isaiah and I have shared with you about ourselves, an amazing snippet of a 

conversation that happened to us as part of the big bold unfolding of God saving 

humanity from sin.  

 We are all snippets in God’s big act of undoing sin. We are blessed to have 

Bible accounts of God calling others against which we can measure our call 

experiences.  

So, what about you? Is there a way God is calling you now? Your call could be 

for a lifetime of service. Your call could be to show someone else grace today. All of 

us who have publicly said yes to a lifetime of service know that God’s call  is 

never a once and done. God still asks if we can do more to redeem this world of ours. 

It is just as Dr. Brooks wrote to close her week of devotions.  

“Peter models the way we use our lives to avoid making the changes that the 

divine invitation (or demand) requires. It is interesting that both Peter and 

Isaiah protest their worth to be recipients of the grace that accompanied the 

call. Both say they are sinful. But then, is that not everyone’s situation? Clearly, 

sinlessness cannot be a requirement for doing the work of God, or else no one 

would be worthy of being a proclaimer of the good news of Christ. The 

acceptance of the divine call brings grace that enables and empowers faithful 

proclamation of the good news.”vi  

 Please consider how God is calling you just as you are today. And as you 

consider your answer, remember that God thinks you are good enough to do what 

you are being asked to do so together we can realize what we pray the Lord’s Prayer: 

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.”  

 Amen. 

 

i Pages 48-55, The Upper Room Disciplines: a book of daily devotions 2022. Upper Room Books, Nashville, 2021. 
ii Dr. Brooks was not my preaching professor, but she was my colleague when I was on staff at Garrett in the early 
2000’s.  
iii P. 54 
iv American Broadcasting Company (ABC), 1967-1970.  
v P. 55 
vi P. 55 

                                           


