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Welcome to a weekly message with two messengers: 

 “As we prepare to preach, we approach our study with the Bible in one hand 

and a newspaper in the other” is a maxim most preachers learn as they study the craft 

of preaching. This week, we have prepared for today’s sermon with our Bibles in one 

hand and our e-readers in the other. Friends, please, allow me to explain.  

 We who are Hudson United Methodist Church are blessed to have among us 

seven preachers who share our pulpit. We have three certified lay speakers, two 

retired pastors, an active deacon, and the lead pastor—me. All of us study the craft of 

preaching. Most often we prepare each service alone, occasionally we have an 

opportunity to collaborate. This is a collaboration week.  

 One of our lay speakers, Barbara Hill, is taking a preaching class with the 

required assignment of doing a children’s message. If you are a regular worshipper, 

you know I seldom use children’s messages in my preaching. But it is very important 

to me that anyone who attends our worship service in-person or via our YouTube 

channel experiences “a church for all generations.” So, today Barbara is bringing us a 

children’s message based on the classic story Beauty and the Beast. Children now know 

the Disney variation best, but Barbara used on-line tools to research her sermon all 

the way back to the French original by Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve who 

first published La Belle et la Bête in 1740.i 

 Listening to Barbara’s sermon, I realized Belle used the love language of 

physical touch to heal the Beast. The love language of physical touch is one of The 5 

Love Languagesii Gary Chapman describes in his best seller that I purchased and read 

on my e-reader last year. As I turned to my share of today’s message, I saw Jesus used 

the love language of quality time while the woman he miraculously healed used the 

love language of service. One word, “love.” Three different ways love is lived out. 

Shall we learn together in worship?  
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Children’s message  

   January 30, 2022 

                                         1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

                                             The Gift of Love 

In the reading today, Paul talks about Love being the most important gift. So 

tell me, what do you love? Who do you love?  

I know you love your parents and your grandparents, your brothers and 

sisters.  Paul also says that “love is patient, love is kind, love is not envious or 

boastful or rude”.   

But what if you see someone that looks different on the outside, do you turn 

away? Are you afraid? Let me give you an example. 

           How many have seen the movie, The Beauty and the Beast?    

A young prince, by the name of Adam, was spoiled, selfish and unkind and 

didn’t know how to love.  One day a beggar woman came to him and offered him a 

beautiful rose (picture) in exchange for a warm place from the cold.  But the 

spoiled prince refused because he had no love in his heart.  She turned him into a 

beast.  

 

 bing.com/images 

 

If he didn’t find true love before he turned 21 years of age or before that last 

petal of the rose fell off, he would stay a beast forever.  

 

 

A young girl named Belle, lived in the village with her father. (picture) One 

day, her father left for another town to show his invention, but on the way he got 
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lost and the weather was getting very bad. While in the woods, he stumbled upon 

the castle, knocked on the door and then went inside. When the beast saw him he 

became very angry and held him a prisoner in the castle.  Belle went to search for 

her father and found him at the castle.  When she went inside the castle, she met a 

very scary man that looked like a beast and was shocked at the way he looked and 

acted. He was not kind, but very angry.   

Belle begged the beast to let her father go, but he refused and told her to 

leave. She said “no” and that she would stay in place of her father, then demanded 

he let him go free. Her love for her father surprised the beast and he agreed.  

Belle stayed and before long they became friends  

           bing.com/images 

 

It wasn’t until the beast was willing to sacrifice his life to save Belle, did he 

realize he was in love with her.  The first time he was wounded, Belle bandaged 

him showing an unconditional act of kindness toward him.  But when he was 

stabbed and dying, Belle realized she loved him and the beast changed back into a 

handsome prince.  

                                          bing.com/images 

 

The spell was gone because of love. 

So the point is this.  There will be times in your life when you may not love 

someone because of the way they look or act, but be patient and get to know that 

person and be open to love.   

Remember love for all mankind is the greatest gift that God gave us and it is 

up to us to show love and kindness to all we meet. 
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Let’s pray. 

God show me how to live out your love in all that I do each day. Amen 

Web and Print Resources 

The Upper Room Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions. Page 45 

bing.com/images 

                Reading Barbara’s message, did you see how Belle’s gentle touch with 

Beast’s wound was love expressed by physical touch? And how our gospel reading 

shows Jesus expressing love for his newly call disciples by spending quality time with 

them away from the synagogue? As we prayed her ending prayer with Barbara, as we 

asked to be more loving. As we contemplate the four gospels along our spiritual 

journey, I believe Chapman’s love language description helps us see how we can be 

more like Christ. Chapman wrote from a Christian perspective as a therapist he works 

mainly with couples struggling in their marriages who are referred to him by pastors.  

 As a local church pastor who loves sermon preparation done with the Bible in 

one hand and my e-reader in the other, when I consider how can I be more like Christ 

I often resonate with Chapman’s description of different ways each of us can show 

love. The language of quality time is one I really try to foster in our church through 

multiple generation ministry. But this may be a little chicken or the egg reading of 

Jesus’ ministry on my part. Does Jesus really rely heavily on the love language of 

quality time, or because that is my primary love language why I see it in Jesus as I read 

Luke’s gospel? After all, don’t all Christians want to be like Christ? 

 There is also the love language of Simon Peter’siii mother-in-law, who wanted 

to host Jesus even though she was ill. I deeply appreciate that Luke made a real effort 

to include women who knew Jesus in his gospel. And Simon Peter’s mother-in-law is 

our third role model as we read Luke like we would read a novel. The first woman 

was Mary, Jesus’ mother. The second was Elizabeth, his first cousin once removed. 

And now we have Simon Peter’s mother-in-law.  

 Some of us cannot tell mother-in-law jokes because we are blessed with a kind, 

loving mother-in-law. Simon Peter seems to be one of us. As Simon Peter invited 

Jesus home for some quality time, his mother-in-law demonstrated Chapman’s love 

language of service. This hostess desired to create a hospitable meal so Jesus could 

continue to teach his disciples, even though she had a fever. At the family’s request, 

Jesus healed her fever so that she could show her love through her primary love 

language, service.  
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 This is only the second miracle story told in Luke’s gospel. The first was just 

the page before as Jesus healed a man possessed by unclean spirits. According to Rev. 

Dr. Joel B. Green, Jesus only performed miracles to return a person to community.iv 

In this miracle account, Jesus did not heal his hostess so he could have supper, he 

healed his hostess so that she could show love to her son-in-law and his new friend. 

 Community is formed by love, not as we all conform to each other but as we 

all show each other respect, appreciation, compassion, charity, kindness—all those 

other words that capture the Christian ideal of love Paul taught us when he wrote, 

“Love never ends. . .. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have 

been known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of 

these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:8, 12b-13, New Revised Standard Version.)   

 As we seek to love each other, our neighbors, and even our enemies as we 

know Christ loves us, there is always diversity in our community. Each of us is created 

to be drawn to love in a specific way. Each of us has been placed by God to love the 

world in a setting just a wee bit different the person on our right and the person on 

our left. The last sermon I preached referring to The 5 Love Languages, I shared how I 

learned of this book from several colleagues in ministry who do one on one 

counseling, our own deacon, Rev. Susan Amman, among them.  

This week for this sermon, I discussed The 5 Love Languages with my good 

friend and fellow educator, Dr. Harald Faber.v Like me, he loves to study and has 

earned a Ph.D. in social justice education, closely related to my own Ph.D. in 

congregational studies. Both of us chose to not work in graduate instruction. Dr. 

Faber is a practitioner in his vocation, evaluating students’ special needs in a Twin 

Cities suburban school district. Our shared passion for showing love as a leader in our 

communities has led us to hours of good quality conversation that I believe makes 

him a better educator and me a better pastor.  

From his school district leadership role Dr. Faber identified a profound 

cautionary note for me as a pastor and for us as a church around that also applies to 

how we read and apply the Bible. According to him, enthusiasm for The 5 Love 

Languages, how we apply what we understand must always tempered by the 

interpersonal dynamics of a relationship.  

This advice applies in our two-messenger message for today. In Barbara’s 

message we saw Belle’s love shown through healing touch. From Luke’s gospel, I 

shared how I saw Jesus’ love shown through quality time with those nearest to him, 

and Peter’s mother-in-law’s love expressed through a meal. Perhaps you saw 
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something else, something shaped by your experience. As we endeavor to be a church 

for all generations, we must allow everyone to show love in their own best way and 

respect that your way may differ from my own. We cannot demand that we all 

conform to each other in our actions to show love because we all are uniquely created 

to reflect Christ in the world a little differently, to show Christian love in a gazillion 

ways, all as unique as the combination of people in which Christ’s love abides.  

When Dr. Faber teaches other teachers about The 5 Love Languages, he shares 

this message. “Love must be interpersonal. We need to be authentic. We need to 

remember that the situation is specific. And how we love in one culture (also one 

generation or one church) may need translating to be understood.”vi That good advice 

for class room teachers is good advice for a local church as well.   

For your homework this week, pay attention to find someone else showing 

love in a way different that you or your family would. Perhaps you will find a person 

like Belle who shows love through a healing touch. Or perhaps someone like Simon 

Peter’s mother-in-law who shows their love through an act of service. Hopefully, you 

will find someone showing Christ’s way of loving—that rare person who gives 

everyone the gift of experiencing being loved just the way God created each of us.  

Amen. 

 

i https://www.europeana.eu/en/blog/the-women-behind-beauty-and-the-beast, 
accessed on 2022.29.01. 
ii Chapman, Gary. The 5 Love Languages, Northfield Publishing, Chicago. 1992, 1995, 
2004, 2010, 2015. Citations in this sermon are all from the Nook Version.  
iii Jesus has yet to rename Simon. But we know him better as Peter, therefore, to avoid 
confusing ourselves in this sermon I will call him Simon Peter.  
iv Dr. Green is my United Methodist colleague who now teaches at Fuller Seminary 
and has co-chaired the editorial board for The Wesley Study Bible. I studied with him as 
a Master of Divinity student when he was an associate professor of New Testament at 
the American Baptist Seminary of the West. His thesis of Jesus’ miracles leading to 
the healed person being restored to community is common to all Dr. Green’s 
published writing and classroom lectures on incarnational theology. His summary vita 
is posted at https://www.fuller.edu/faculty/joel-b-green/ and includes a full 
bibliography.  
v Both Dr. Faber and I are twelfth generation descendants of Hans Tausen, who 
studied with Martin Luther and then became the leading Lutheran theologian of the 
Danish Reformation. Faber is an active member of Bethlehem American Lutheran 
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Church in Minneapolis. We share a pair of Norwegian immigrant great-grandparents, 
Hans and Helena Hall. 
vi Summary of our conversation about applying The 5 Love Languages in our 
communities on 2022.01.29 in preparation for this sermon. 


