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 In last week’s sermon, I shared with you that our confirmands had written 

homework based on the 9 January sermon. The last question they were asked to 

answer was “Being a Christian includes thinking and asking questions so we can 

help each other grow in our faith. What question about baptism do you have that 

you would like (me) to answer in writing when (I) return your homework?”   

 A great question that was turned in was “What happens next?”  

 There are two answers. The first answer is the easier one. As you confirm your 

baptism you can choose to become a full member of our church with all the 

responsibilities and privileges. The second answer is the more honest one. I don’t 

know. Only God knows what happens after we choose to be baptized and/or to 

confirm our baptism.  

 Here is a true story from our American church history. Michael was a young 

American Baptist pastor when his denomination sent him on a tour of Europe in 

1934, the year after Adolf Hitler had been elected chancellor of Germany. 

Included in this tour was an extended stay Wittenberg, Germany where Martin 

Luther had begun the Protestant movement in 1517 by nailing his 95 Theses to a 

university door for public debate. Touring Germany, and specifically Wittenberg, 

Michael was so moved by Luther’s action that on his return to the United States he 

changed his name to Martin Luther King, and at the same time changed his son’s 

name to Martin Luther King, Jr. At the time, the Christian leader we remember 

now as MLK was only 5 years old, and his name change was made legal in 1957.1  

 Both Martin Luther and Michael King, Sr. were baptized long before their life 

changing experiences occurred. One cannot pursue ordination without first being 

                                           
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2019/01/15/story-how-michael-king-jr-became-martin-luther-king-jr/ 
Accessed on 01.13.2022 
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baptized. According to posted official records2, Martin Luther King, Jr. was 

baptized on 3 May 1936 at Ebenezer Baptist Church using his new name when he 

was only six years old.  

 It is fascinating that the great pastor, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his 

father before him, experienced renaming. In the Bible renaming happened rarely; 

to Abram who became Abraham as his wife Sarai became Sarah3, to Simon who 

Jesus renamed Peter4, and to Saul who became Paul5. Rev. Michael King knew this 

when he renamed himself and his son after the great protestant reformer.  

 But more importantly, whoever baptized Martin Luther, Michael King, and 

Martin Luther King, Jr. had no idea that their names would become world history 

because of their baptism. But all three Martins embraced their name new name at 

baptism and lived into it.  

 And what was that new name? Not Martin. Their new name was Christian.  

Christian is the name we all receive in baptism. Christian. The literal translation 

of “Christian” is “little Promised One.” We are not Christ. Still, through our 

baptism we become “little Christs,” followers of Jesus and members of his body in 

the world.  

 Not one of us knows where our baptism will lead us. Isaiah wrote that we will 

called by God to live into our new name (Isaiah 62:2). Not only that, but we are 

called to live in a way our Lord determines rather than a way we might choose.  

 I can only know my own feelings, but to be honest this Christian teaching flies 

in the face of all I believe about self-determination as a proud American. I struggle 

with this. Once again following Jesus forces me to choose between being a 

Christian American or an American Christian. Which is my name? Given 

America’s current political ethos, I am opting for the discomfort of being an 

American Christian.  

 I am choosing to set my political beliefs and stances aside in favor of living into 

my current call to be the United Methodist pastor appointed to serve Hudson, 

Wisconsin, which includes the full Hudson Unified School District. On the day 

Pastor Dale Sanders baptized my father, my two brothers, my sister, and me, none 

                                           
2 https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/ accessed on 2022.01.14/ 
3 See Genesis 17. 
4 See Matthew 15:18, Luke 6:14, Mark 3:16, and John 1:42.  
5 See Acts 13:9. 
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of us ever expected that I would someday be your pastor here. On that day, none 

of us believed that girls could grow up to be pastors.  

But here I am, serving in a situation where as an American I find myself at 

odds with political leaders on both the left and the right while trying to figure out 

what I need to do to lead our church and live faithfully as a Hudson citizen 

through the COVID pandemic. Long story short, nothing I do will make everyone 

happy. All I can do is follow Jesus as faithfully as my understanding allows me. 

 Thankfully, in baptism no one is called to make everyone happy. No one is 

called to always “be nice.” In baptism, we are called to grow in our faith as 

members of the body of Christ. Christian is our family name, and is there ever a 

family that has no conflicts, no differences of opinion?  

 The best explanation of this ethic I am trying to live and teach comes from 

“the apostle to the Gentiles,” who was named Saul at his circumcision but whose 

name changed to Paul after his baptism. Today, we read in 1 Corinthians 12 what 

he wrote about how each of us have different spiritual gifts. In the part following 

our reading, Paul went on has to say we are like a body made of many parts: eyes, 

ears, hands, feet, and private bits we keep covered with clothes.  

 Have you ever tried to listen with your feet? Or to use your eyes for seeing? 

Think about it. You may have. When we lived in an earthquake zone, we often 

sensed the earthquake first through our feet, and then heard its impact with our 

ears. Those of us with vision challenges learn to use our fingers to do work a 

person with good sight does with their eyes, like fill a glass with water.  

 In both of those examples, we use the specific skills of one body part to 

compliment the specific skills of another. Paul named the specific skills each 

human has as “gifts.” He taught both in today’s reading and in Romans 12, that we 

need the gifts of each other to be Christians where God has placed us to live, both 

where we reside on Planet Earth and when we are mortal in measurable time.  

 So, living as a pastor in this morass of partisan politics of how we should live 

together with COVID, I believe we need to learn to live with respect for all the 

differences God has made in the members of Christ’s body. All baptized 

Christians are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. All 

baptized Christians confessed of their sins before they were baptized and if they 

confirmed their baptism as adults. All of us live in areas where we need the gifts of 

someone else, gifts we do not have for ourselves.  
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 A life lived with awareness that we are one part of Christ’s body is what should 

come after both baptism and confirmation. Even the person closest to us—our 

husband or wife, our child we trusted to care for us in our life’s final season, our 

brother or sister we can never divorce—is never the same part of Christ’s body as 

we are.  

 Which is why the second, harder answer to the question “what comes after 

baptism and confirmation” is so much more true and so much more challenging. 

None of us is God, but we all are loved by God through Christ so much that we 

can choose to be bound together our shared name, Christian.  

 Amen.  

    

    

 


