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 Our YouTube worship this week our sermon 

has two titles. As our annual New Year’s sermon 

when we remember Jesus’ baptism by John, my two-word sermon summary title is 

“Remember Why.” However, when I typed that into the YouTube search engine, 

what popped up were videos on “remember why you started.” Not one video was 

related to baptism.  

Then I then typed in my two word version of this sermon’s main question, 

“Why baptize?” YouTube gave me several teaching videos featuring Baptist pastors 

and Catholic priests. We don’t often think of Baptists and Catholics being very 

similar, but all the men speaking in these videos taught that baptism is an essential act 

for the full remission of our sins. I also noticed that their Bible stories supporting 

their point of view all came from The Acts of the Apostles, rather than Jesus being 

baptized by John. Jesus’ baptism is told in all four of the Gospels. Today we read 

Luke’s telling. 

One of several reasons we post our worship on YouTube is to reach 

individuals who are privately seeking answers for questions of faith. So today, on 

YouTube, our search engine topic is “Why Baptize?” and our sermon answer is 

“Remember Why.”  

On the second Sunday of every new year, our church remembers our baptisms 

as signs of personal decisions to follow Jesus. What makes my sermon different than 

those Baptist and Catholic teaching videos is that my understanding of baptism begins 

with Jesus’ baptism rather than universal sin; or as the old cross stitch samplers teach 

“In Adam’s fall, we sinned all.” That’s true. But the Church also universally teaches 

that Jesus was without sin, and all four gospels testify that Jesus chose to be baptized 

by John. If Jesus was without sin, why was he baptized? And as Christians, why do we 

need to remember that we are baptized in Jesus’ name?  
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The first reason why we continue to baptize in Jesus name is because Christian 

baptism is one of two sacraments ordained by Christ; the other is Holy Communion. 

According to the official theological statement of the United Methodist Church, 

“Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of difference whereby Christians 

are distinguished from others that are not baptized; but it is also a sign of regeneration 

or the new birth.”1 When Jesus was baptized God, his Father marked his regeneration 

as the Son of God, by saying “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” (Luke 2:22, New Revised Standard Version)  

Because John’s baptism of Jesus is the beginning of all Christian baptism, adult 

baptism remains our biblical norm. Adult baptism is also well supported by accounts 

of believers repenting of their sins and being baptized in the book of Acts. These 

accounts are the biblical foundation for why our Baptist brothers and sister only 

practice “believer’s baptism.” (See Acts2, 8, and especially Acts 9 where Saul is 

baptized and renamed Paul.)  But we United Methodists stand with not only Roman 

Catholics, but also the Orthodox and Lutheran traditions by baptizing infants.  

Every pastor works their way through how they will practice baptism as a 

sacrament and as pastoral ministry. As a United Methodist elder, my reason for 

baptizing infants is to support parents who choose to raise their child in our Christian 

faith. When I baptize an infant, I expect to see that child attend church and Sunday 

school regularly until they are old enough to realize they too have sins and need the 

forgiveness Christ offers us all through the cross. At that point, I expect the young 

person will attend confirmation classes to prepare for publicly confirming their faith 

and renewing the baptism vows their parents once made on their behalf.    

Our current confirmands were all baptized as infants and their parents have 

fully met my expectations. These parents made a covenant with God and the Church, 

both local and global, to share their faith in Christ with their child. Now their children 

are old enough to learn about these vows, and through confirmation take 

responsibility for these vows themselves.  

Two related questions our confirmands are answering in their homework on 

baptism are: “Why do you want to confirm your baptism? And why might you want 

to wait to confirm your baptism?” They seemed relieved to know there were no 

wrong answers. Redemption from our sins is Christ’s gift to us all. There is no life 

exam nor pop quiz that can cut anyone off from being baptized and from confirming 

                                           
1 Paragraph 104, “Article XVII-Of Baptism,” p. 69, The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016, The 
United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, 2016. 



Remember Why D. J. Ramstad 3 | P a g e  

their baptism. There is no merit test for either baptism of confirmation. All any 

sacrament needs is the sincere desire of the participant to take their next step with 

Jesus.  

Why have I asked our confirmands to share their why with me? It is because I 

know from listening to all of you that our answers to those two questions matter in 

how we live our faith. Your reason for seeking baptism or confirmation will shape the 

impact your vows have in your life.  

While our confirmands are working on their homework, I decided to ask some 

of our more mature members what being baptized has meant to them. These folks 

were people I recognize as having both chronological and spiritual maturity. The first 

person I asked is now homebound and over 90 years old. She was baptized in the 

Roman Catholic tradition as an infant. For her, being baptized has given her a sense 

of safety and of being loved by God through all of her life. Two people in our 

Wednesday night Prayer + service both said that being baptized gave them a firm 

sense of belonging to God. Having prayed with these two via Zoom through this 

pandemic almost every week, I have experienced them as belonging both to God and 

to each other as members of our local church.  

It is only fair for me to answer personally and publicly, “Why am I baptized?” 

When I was a youth, I wanted to be baptized and confirmed because I found Christ’s 

love for me through my local Methodist Church. I was not baptized as an infant. I 

was baptized at the same time as Daddy and my siblings when I was 14 years old. I 

really wanted to be a member of our church, a church where I found loving 

acceptance that did not come to me very often in other ways. Since the day I was 

baptized, Christ has led me to a lifetime of service, of bringing His grace to our very 

wounded world. My call to ministry did not happen the day I kneeled before a bishop 

for ordination. While that moment was a major milestone on my faith journey, my call 

to ministry began long before when my parents sent pre-school me to Sunday school 

and my lifelong friend, Cheryl, helped me learn to sing “Jesus wants me for a 

sunbeam, to shine for him each day,” always while smiling.   

Being a baptized follower of Christ has not always been easy. In fact, being a 

follower of Jesus has been very hard as he has corrected my bent for sinning to make 

me more like Him. I would not give up my baptism for anything. Nor can I. Baptism 

is the once in a lifetime sacrament, where through a divine mystery God adopts us 

and loves us as much as God loved Jesus, even calling us his sons and daughters. 

Baptism can never be undone.  
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Those are my reasons why I believe that we should continue to baptize and 

welcome new followers of Jesus, the Christ. Of course, baptism brings the blessing of 

eternal life. But more importantly it has the grace of knowing you are loved by God—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—in the here and now of your everyday life.  

So, brothers and sisters, wherever you are, I invite you to remember your 

baptism by reaffirming your baptismal vows right now.   

 

On behalf of the whole church, I ask you:  

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil 

powers of this world, and repent of your sin?  

 I do.  

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, 

injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?  

I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your savior, put your whole trust in his 

grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which 

Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?  

I do.  

According to the Grace given to you, will you remain faithful members 

of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world?  

I will.  

Do you as Christ’s body the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin 

and your commitment to Christ?  

We do.  

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include 

each other in your care?  

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live 

according to the example of Christ. We will surround each other with a 

community of love and forgiveness, that we may grow in our trust of 

God, and be found faithful in our service to others.  
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We will pray for each other that we may be true disciples who walk 

in the way that leads to life.  

Amen. 2 

Brothers and sisters of the Church, as soon as you can—it could be now or it 

could be the next time you wash your hands---dip your finger in water, lift it to your 

forehead and remember, “I am marked as a child of God.”  

Amen.  

                                           
2 From Baptismal Covenant I, p. 34, The United Methodist Hymnal, The United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, 
1989 


