
	

The Daily Church Epistle 
Monday, January 3, 2022 

 

Hello Church! Darci here to welcome you to the new year. 
 

I realize the changing of the year is just an arbitrary date and we have every day to recreate 
ourselves, but January 1 always feels like a time to reflect on the past year and set intentions for the 
year ahead. 
 

My first step in this “new year” process is always to look back on the year we are finishing and 
review what went well and what could have been improved. It reminds me of when I wanted to use 
the company van at 3M to get from one building to another.  Step one was to type in where you 
were, and step two was to type in where you wanted to go. The van needed to know what building 
you were in so the driver could pick you up to start your journey to a new place. I believe our 
intentions and dreams need the same information, where we are now, before we can find our path 
to a new destination. 
 

I love that we retell the birth of Jesus each year. It reminds us of where we started Christian faith. It 
began with a baby in a manger, and the knowledge that God loves us so much he met us in human 
form on our soil. 
 

The scripture assigned for January 3, 2022, in The Upper Room Disciplines – A Book of Daily Devotions 
is the baptism of Jesus by his cousin John. 
 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
15 Everyone became excited and wondered, “Could John be the Messiah?” 
 

16 John said, “I am just baptizing with water. But someone more powerful is going to come, and I am not good 
enough even to untie his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His threshing fork is in 
his hand, and he is ready to separate the wheat from the husks. He will store the wheat in his barn and burn the 
husks with a fire that never goes out.” 
 

21 While everyone else was being baptized, Jesus himself was baptized. Then as he prayed, the sky opened up, 22 
and the Holy Spirit came down upon him in the form of a dove. A voice from heaven said, “You are my own dear 
Son, and I am pleased with you.” 
 

I imagine this was a “where you are” moment for Jesus. He was ready to begin his mission of 
helping us understand God’s love and restoring our relationship with God. I can’t imagine a better 
place to start than that message from verse 22. 
 

I shared earlier the prayer of Thomas Merton which reminds me I cannot clearly see the path ahead 
of me or know for certain where it will end. That does not mean I shouldn’t be in motion on the 
path as I understand it now. We always need to be active in doing the next right thing as it presents 
itself. The Christian path often feels more like an airplane’s flight. We head in a direction and make 
constant corrections as we go along.  
 
 
 
 
 



The airplane’s pilot watches the instruments to make those corrections. We have guidance as well 
in the form of scripture, church tradition, reason, and our personal experience. We don’t need to 
know each detail of the path to move forward with a desire to please God, but we do need to check 
for course corrections now and then. 
 

I will sit down and journal my thoughts on how I walked my life’s path through 2021 and then 
move on to contemplate my dreams and intentions for 2022. I encourage you to spend some time 
in reflection as we begin another year around the sun. 
 

Both you and I can start with the knowledge that we are loved by God. We are loved so much that 
God sent Jesus to be with us and sacrifice his very life to restore our relationship with God. 
Nothing can separate us from that love. I can confidently state that based on my own review of 
scripture, church tradition, reason, and personal experience! 
 

I feel blessed to share this earthly journey with each of you. May you have a blessed 2022. 
 

Pray with me. 
 

Dear God, thank you for being with us as we journey together in this earthly experience. 
Help us to be open to the presence of the Holy Spirit as our guide moving forward, so we 
can see course corrections that will align us to our best life. We are grateful for your grace 
and forgiveness when we fail, and for the knowledge that we can begin again safe within 
your love. We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
	
Beams and blessings to you each! 
 

~ Darci Strutt McQuiston  
	
 


