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Hello Church! Darci here. 
 

At one of our recent Wednesday evening online services, I mentioned a prayer I have pinned up in 
my kitchen. Rev Dawn said it would be a nice topic for an Epistle…so here you go!  
 

McQ’s Hospice Chaplain told me to do a search for “Thomas Merton’s most famous prayer” and 
this is what I found. 
 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
And, the fact that I think I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
But, I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. 
And, I hope that I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And, I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the right road though I may know nothing about it. Therefore, I 
will trust you always. 
Though I may seem lost and in the shadow of death, I will not fear. 
For you are ever with me and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. 
Amen. 
 

It isn’t in scripture, but I can imagine Abraham praying a similar prayer as God led him from his 
homeland, or Moses as he wandered in the desert, and just maybe you feel like joining me in 
praying it now. God seems often to lead by giving us direction instead of destinations. 
 

I want to know destinations!  
 

Our prayer time during our online services includes prayer that begins with “Our lives are a 
journey, and the road goes ever on.”  It is a reminder that the destination is not really the point. 
The “where you live” doesn’t matter as much as “how you live”. 
 

Am I living in a way that pleases God? Is my desire to do God’s will? 
 

Our Wednesday morning Bible study is going through the book, “Advent Conspiracy” by McKinley, 
Seay, and Holder. This week the reading was on learning to worship fully. One statement that 
stood out to me was during a part on consumption, “The things we desire are the things we 
worship.”  When you put such a statement amid thinking about Christmas lists it makes me pause.  
 

Our economy remains strong because we are trained to be dissatisfied with what we have and want 
something more. When something becomes our true desire, it begins to become a god we put 
beside our true God. The Bible is clear about not being able to serve two masters so this should be 
a red flag. What is my heart’s true desire? 
 



I struggle with seeing my future and often say I want to “do the next right thing” so seek to know 
what that is. Perhaps it isn’t a thing or destination so much as a nudge in a direction and a right 
desire. As I pray, I need to remember to be open to those nudges in direction and trust God can 
see the path. Most importantly is to trust that God will not leave me to walk alone. 
 

We are entering Thanksgiving week and on the cusp of Advent. It is a time to give thanks and 
prepare our hearts for worship. Our church family has known death recently. Understanding that 
life is a journey makes me give thanks for the intersection of lives that cause me to share part of my 
journey with members of this church. I am grateful for the lessons I have learned from those with a 
deep faith and long-life experiences. We can learn from others that have demonstrated a desire to 
please God as they lived their lives. It is a great gift. 
 

I give thanks for each of you. 
 

Please pray with me. 
 

Dear God, thank you for leading us on this journey of life. Thank you for the witness of the 
faithful that walk beside us. We pray our desire to please you is greater than every other 
desire. Strengthen our trust so our anxious hearts can rest in confidence you know where 
we are headed. We praise you for Jesus who walked this earthly journey and welcome him 
into our hearts anew as we enter this season to celebrate his birth. Amen 
 

Beams and blessings to you each! 
 


