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 What are your plans for Thanksgiving pie? Are you in team pumpkin or team 

apple? Or do you have a sliver of both?  

On the Sunday of this sermon, our sanctuary worshippers were treated to the 

smell of an apple pie backing was they attended worship. We have two special fund 

raisers in progress. One for a new main door with an opener. Another to meet a 

challenge of building up our operating reserve to an amount equal to 3 months of our 

fixed expenses.1 But rather than the standard thermometer challenge posters, we were 

inspired with the thought “How many apples (or pumpkins) in a seed?” to create 

posters of two pie charts for our fellowship hall. These charts are pictures of actual 

apple pies. As the funds come in, the two pies will be served. When all the special 

funds are raised, there will be a picture of an empty pie plate.  

What better way to kick off the fundraising projects for our operating reserve 

pie that with a pie sale? And what better day for a church fundraising pie sale than the 

Sunday before our American Thanksgiving?  

  

Speaking of pie  

 As a woman who loves planning and hosting Thanksgiving dinner, what spoke 

to my soul in our Scripture for today are these few verses from the prophet Joel:  

Children of Zion, 
rejoice and be glad in the Lord your God . . .. 
 
You will eat abundantly and be satisfied, 
and you will praise the name of the Lord your God, 
who has done wonders for you; 

                                           
1 That is $100,000, if you are wondering. 
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and my people will never again be put to shame. 
You will know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
and that I am the Lord your God—no other exists.  
 
Joel 2: 24, 26-27a (Common English Bible)    

 

  What sorts of pie do you think Children of Zion make for their Thanksgiving 

feast? Apple or pumpkin? Maybe something exotic with figs and nuts, a precursor to 

pecan pie. Did God even ask them to bring dessert? Or does God make the who 

meal? It would have been lovely to have put some recipes for this Thanksgiving feast 

in the Scriptures.  

What would they have imagined would be at God’s feast? Lamb or mutton 

probably since they are frequently mentioned in the Scripture. Some sort of roasted 

fowl, but not turkey. Turkey was still exclusively in the Americas when Joel was 

encouraging his people to look forward to a feast.  

 What people feast is not the main point of this Scripture. What is the main 

point is that in hard times we can look forward to their end and God’s great feast. We 

will all “eat abundantly and be satisfied.” (Joel 2:26) 

 If we pull back from these few verses that rhyme so well with our ideal 

American Thanksgiving feast, we can see another rhyme earlier in Joel’s prophecy 

with our own lives.  

The Wesley Study Bible’s introductory notes introduces Joel’s prophecy to us with 

these words, “Looking into the face of a historical crisis, Joel expressed images of 

divine judgement against human sin and future restoration of God’s people.” 2 The 

people of God in Joel’s time were coping with both war and famine. Joel proclaimed 

that this was God’s retribution for their sins. Given the lack of detail in his summary 

of their problems, who are we to argue with him? His prophecy opens with a 

description of their dire situation which leads into a much longer call to repentance 

with both prayer and fasting. In the middle of the second chapter, Joel recorded 

God’s response to his call for the people to pray and fast in repentance with the 

promise of a great feast. God’s promise was our reading for today.  

Friends, this brief overview of Joel’s lament and God’s response to his call to 

repentance leads me to conclude that not only God does not want us to suffer, and 

God is preparing a feast for us based on our repentance. Our invitation to God’s feast 

                                           
2 P. 1079, no author specified by the editorial team, New Revised Standard Version, Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2009. 
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hinges only on our response. Are we or are we not willing to repent of the sin in our 

lives and return to God. Often the source of our troubles are found in human sin.  

Sin is all that draws us away from the life God intended us to live. Sin is to turn 

our backs away from joining God’s redemptive mission in favor of doing only what is 

easy, in favor of what satisfies in this moment. Sin impacts both the sinner as well as 

other people in the sinner’s life.  

As we make our way to God’s feast, it does not matter if we are the person 

who sinned—Eve taking the first bite of forbidden fruit before offering it to Adam—

or if we live with the consequences of another’s sin—Adam accepting the forbidden 

fruit picked by Eve. (See Genesis 3, especially verses 1 through 7.) Both Adam and 

Eve needed to repent of that first sin to experience God’s forgiveness. When they 

repented, they had to face the logical outcomes of their sin, expulsion from the 

Garden of Eden. But here is grace. God did not stay behind in Eden. God went 

with our first ancestors into the world.  

Living before Jesus’ time and long before ours, Joel did not have the same 

broad a knowledge of the science behind cause and effect as we do. He saw an effect 

and looked directly to God as the source. Is Joel correct in thinking human sin causes 

drought? Well, that is a big topic from his era that we still debate now. Recently world 

leaders set goals to reduce climate emission on the theory that the observable changes 

in our climate are caused by carbon emission from our internal combustion engines. 

If their understanding of cause and effect in climate change is correct, one necessity 

of our suburban lifestyle—driving a car—can be seen scientifically as a sin that causes 

our current extreme weather.  

And yet our cars’ carbon producing internal combustion engines improves our 

lives by making health care more accessible, food better distributed, and family 

gatherings possible. How often have we been grateful for all the automobile has done 

to improve our life? For example, according to my smartphone, I can drive from my 

house to the Regions Hospital emergency department in 19 minutes, but it would take 

me 7 hours to walk there. I know beyond a doubt that time saved by my driving a car 

to Regions has blessed my life and has blessed you when you need your pastor.  

 So, what then shall we do? How then shall we live?  

 We should live as children of God, with both gratitude and a willingness to 

adapt as we repent. We should do all we can to stay alongside God as God redeems 

humanity. As children of God, we accept the complexities of life seldom offer easy 

answers. We think about our place in the world as how we relate to each other. We 
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pray. God responds. Then we act on God’s response. As we progress, we pray more, 

God responds more, we take further action to redeem Earth to being more what our 

planet was before human sin first arrived. 

 Repenting is our human choice to turn to God. In the world of cause and 

effect, turning to God is the cause which effects our turning away from sin. (It works 

the other way too, but let’s allow that thought to run off.) Being humans and wanting 

God’s blessing, we must turn to God, which logically leads to turning away from sin.  

 If only all our choices were so simple, so black and white. Actually, our choices 

are often much more complex, one of many shades of gray. Going back to thinking 

about our cars, how do we see them? Are they status symbols? Or tools we use to 

bless each other? My cars have been both in my life, I imagine it is the same for you.  

 Or instead of cars, what about our Thanksgiving pies? I know from personal 

experience that the question of if pie is good for you or not is a great debate at Weight 

Watchers meetings this month.3 Is pie good for you? Yes and no. On the good side, a 

slice of pie is a serving of fruit. Often apple pies make use of local produce (at least 

our fundraising pies do), so apple pie has a low carbon footprint. On the bad side, a 

good crust is flakey because it is made with high quality fat. That is why an apple is 95 

calories, and a slice of apple pie is 295 calories.4 . And then we top our slice with 

either ice cream or whipped cream, more fat, more calories. What is a thankful 

Christian to do?  

 Here is my suggestion, share your pie as part of how you join in God’s great 

God Thanksgiving feast. Enjoy your pie not just because it is a good tasting tradition, 

but because it is a rich dessert that celebrates the rich bounty God has provided for 

us. It is sinful to eat a whole pie by yourself, but to share a pie with others can be 

almost as much an act of prayer as receiving Holy Communion.  

 This fall, our church has spent time pondering how many apples are in a seed. 

There is an answer to that question. There are enough apples in every apple seed for 

all of us to have enough and some to share. As you share your pie in this holiday 

season, give thanks for God and the human helper who provided it with a grateful 

heart.   

 Amen.  

                                           
3 At one time in my 30’s I achieved lifetime membership status in Weight Watchers.  
4 The Noom app on my cell phone. I left Weight Watchers long ago, but attended enough years to know this week pie is 
a subject of discussion. 


