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Trust: Our Life – An Adventure 
 

By Mark Dolan 
 

The morning broke dark at 5 AM as Bryan, a friend and fellow hunter, Casey, our guide, and myself 
rose to hunt at Butt Crack Ridge.   This required a drive south into Idaho and back up a 
treacherous road.   The road was so bad, Casey would not take a truck and horse trailer on it.   
There are too many rocks, mud, steep grades, and random boulders that are pushed off the road.   
So, the vehicle of the day was a 1984 suburban that has several issues.  There is no fan, no 
HEATER, a cracked windshield, the result of thousands of tough miles.   Casey brought a spare 
tire and a battery jump unit. Then, off we went --- to hunt. 
 

Soon, the windows were fogged that the windows had to be opened. We had to scrape the 
windshield on the inside just to see the road thru the fog. Then a tire went flat.    Out we go, in the 
dark; LED head-lights on.  Out came the jack, tire iron, and block of wood so the vehicle would 
not slide on the steep road.   I ran the tire iron, Casey used the jack, Bryan took out the spare tire.    
Off with the old, on with spare!  The flat tire required a big kick after the lug-nuts were taken off.  
The car was raised with the jack. On with the spare; on with the lug-nuts, tire iron them tight with 
the four-ended lug-nut wrench.  Off with the jack and back in the ‘Burb, and up the mountain we 
go.   We arrived just as shooting light greets us with a cloud of fog.  So, we loaded up our packs 
and rifles and walked the trail thru the sage brush, in twilight. 
 

The Butt Crack Ridge is a remote high mountain ridge with timber on the top, cliffs on each side, 
and a long creek bottom, which drains the system to a distant valley floor.   A perfect place to find 
an elk in transit.   Over the last three years, thirty elk have been taken by many hunters. 
 

The challenge of trust (going where the guide chooses.)    Down the cliff!  Casey picked a spot on 
the cliff and off we went.   One takes a breath, calms the nerves, slings the rifle, puts on the gloves 
and - down the cliff we go.   
 

We descended the cliff in a steep chute, followed by talus slopes, followed by boulders, followed by 
trees and boulders, and the final descent to the valley floor.   The footing was treacherous, and 
boots slid on every step. 
 

Back to the biblical reference of Christian faith: 
Will God give you a challenge you cannot endure?  
 

 1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV, says, "no temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And 
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it.” 
 

 Will you have a guide to follow?  
 

 John 10:11 and 10:14:  “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a 
hired hand, and not a shepherd, who doesn't own the sheep, sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and flees.” 
 

 Will you have faith to follow?    



The centurion had enough faith in Jesus that he said Jesus only needed to say a word and his 
servant would be healed. Jesus then turned to the crowd following Him and said, “Never have I found 
such faith in all of Israel” (Matthew 8:10). ... Open your heart and, with centurion-like faith, allow God 
inside. 
 

Do you have the courage to use your talents?  
 

The "Parable of the Talents", in Matthew 25: 14-30, tells of a master who was leaving his house to 
travel, and, before leaving, entrusted his property to his servants. According to the abilities of each 
man, one servant received five talents, the second had received two, and the third received only one. 
The property entrusted to the three servants was worth eight talents, where a talent was a 
significant amount of money. Upon returning home, after a long absence, the master asks his three 
servants for an account of the talents he entrusted to them. The first and the second servants 
explain that they each put their talents to work, and have doubled the value of the property with 
which they were entrusted; each servant was rewarded: 
 

“His Lord said unto him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.’ ” Matthew 25:23 

Will you stumble?  
 

 In Matthew 18: 21-22 we read, “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive 
my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times.”  
Peter was probably thinking that he was being generous. Rather than repay a person who had 
committed a sin against him with equal retribution, Peter suggested giving the brother some leeway, 
say, up to seven times. But the eighth time, forgiveness and grace would run out. But Christ 
challenged the rules of Peter’s suggested economy of grace by saying that forgiveness is infinite for 
those who are truly seeking it. This is only possible because of the infinite grace of God, which is 
made possible through the shed blood of Christ on the cross. Because of Christ’s forgiving power, 
we can always be made clean after we sin if we humbly seek God’s forgiveness. 
 

Will there be pain? 
 

“I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But 
take heart because I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 

 
I am here writing this – so I survived Butt Crack Ridge .The hunt finished with its own challenges.   
The battery died.   Casey was rescued by his Father.   He drove the muddy trail and brought the 
jumper cables.   The old ‘burb started and down the mountain we went. 
 

Its nice to be rescued by your father --- Our Father in heaven answers our prayers.   Casey was 
blessed that day and we were blessed. 
 
PS. Later over the next two days I fixed the alternator, drive belt, and battery - the old ‘burb lives.  
This is a true story - the names have not been changed. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


