
 

Pastor’s Weekly Church Epistle 

Thursday, November 4, 2021  
 

Hello Church!  

 Is your fall 2021 busy? Mine is. Sometimes it feels like a gremlin has taken over 

my calendar and a devil’s helper is attempting to make what should be Holy Days into 

Holly Daze! Perhaps it is our current season of life, but John and I both feel we have 

plenty of stuff. What we long for is meaningful experiences with people we love. 

Listening to you, I know we are not alone.  

A great place to meet that longing for companionship in our church is by 

setting aside the chaos to join other people in a small group, short-term Advent study. 

We welcome you to join us in reading and joining one of the two adult Advent studies 

offered this by our church this year.  

Advent Conspiracy by Rick McKinley, Chris Seay, and Greg Holder (Zondervan, 

2009, 2018) is the current book for our 10:30 a.m. Wednesday Zoom Study Group. 

As we organized our reading plan, you are welcome to join us beginning the next two 

Wednesdays, 10 and 17 November. What drew us to this book is the introductory 

paragraph on the back cover.  

“Are you tired of how consumerism has stolen the soul of Christmas? This year 

make a difference! Join the groundswell of Christ-followers who are choosing to make 

Christmas what it should be—a joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth that enriches our 

hearts and the world around us, not a retail circus that depletes our pocketbooks and 

defeats our spirits.” 

AMEN! McKinley, Seay, & Holder have four key practices for us to utilize in 

our efforts to keep Christ in Christmas; worship fully, spend less, give more, and love 

all. Their emphasis is on experiences over “dustables”, and real local charity over 

conspicuous consumption.  

Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience (Abingdon Press, 2019) by 

Magrey R. DeVeda, Ingrid McIntyre, April Casperson, and Matt Rawle, is the selected 

guiding read for a four week Advent Study on Wednesday night after supper led by 

Deacon Susan.  Almost Christmas Almost Christmas begins Wednesday, November 17th 

at 6:15 PM and ends on Wednesday, December 15th.   



This review from its back cover summarizes the why for reading this book well. This 

review from its back cover summarizes the why for reading this book up well.  

“No matter how hard even devoted Christians try to make Christmas enough, 

we harbor this gnawing sense that something’s missing. Deftly playing off Wesley’s 

assessment that so many of us are ‘almost Christian,’ (the authors) join their voices in 

showing us ways to move from ‘almost Christmas’ to ‘altogether Peace, Hope, Love 

and Joy,’ which really would be enough. Highly recommended! (James Howell, pastor 

of Myers Park UMC in North Carolina) 

Both groups are open for you to join now, all you need to do is call or email 

Kathy. She will put you on the class list and help you get your copy of the reading for 

either group. Can’t make either class time? We understand, the lovely thing about 

book-based study groups is that you can know this is a recommended read that you 

can take up on your own, or with a small group of friends & family at a time that suits 

you.  

Either way, keeping Christ in Christmas through the experience of small group 

fellowship is golden! Sharing Jesus through his birth is the best way to join in his love 

for our world.  

Happy Holy Days-- Thanksgiving, Advent, and the Twelve Days of Christmas!  

Grace abounds!  

Rev. Dawn 

  


