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 Four weeks ago, as we began this sermon series together, Randy and Wes 

Dahle brought us a beautiful sermon illustration as they cut an apple open and 

counted the seeds. Their apple had nine seeds. Then Wes asked Randy an important 

question, “If there are nine seeds in the apple, how many apples are in those nine 

seeds?”  

 There are so many ways one can ponder and use Wes’s good question. For 

example, in today’s gospel reading from Luke, Jesus asks his disciples “Which one of 

you would not do his best to give his hungry child a fish?” That mixed with the apple 

seed question Wes asked his dad brought me back to childhood memories of fishing 

with my dad. On vacation in northern Minnesota, we often fished for our supper as 

well as for supper for my mom, my two brothers, and my sister. One evening when 

the walleyes were biting, Daddy taught me the bat circling our boat was a blessing and 

nothing to fear; that bat was eating mosquitoes and therefore helping us fish until we 

had enough walleye for our family of six.  

 Every time Daddy and I went fishing, there were always enough fish in the lake 

to feed our family, and plenty left behind to breed more fish for future suppers. And 

not just supper for the six of us, but supper for every other person who fished Pine 

Lake. Just like the seeds in an apple and fish in Minnesota lakes, in God’s economy 

there is always enough and plenty to share. 

 Jesus told us that there is a glimpse of God to be caught as we imagine a father 

fishing with his child. This is part of God’s grand design by creating each of us to 

provide the rest of us with just a little glimpse of all God is. Just like his other parables 

help us see God as a shepherd cares for sheep, a woman sweeps for a coin, or a 

farmer sows wheat; in this simple image of a father giving his child a fish for supper 

Jesus shows us God’s generosity in the everydayness of our lives. Jesus taught us that 
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when we see a father fishing to feed his child, or a mother baking bread to feed her 

family, we see in them how God blesses us by providing all we have.  

 Likewise, a child who has his father’s kindness or her mother’s strength mirrors 

the best of the parents who raised them. As believers, when we are generous with 

each other we mirror the generosity God has for all of us. When we imitate God by 

living generously, God is pleased that we are imitators of our Creator. We are blessed 

by generosity.  

 This month, John and I took our first traveling vacation in over two years. We 

chose to visit all three of our adult children. Our oldest child, himself a father of two, 

reminded me that every child is always a combination of their parents and no two 

children are exactly alike. It was good to see that our three children had all matured in 

ways that made us glad to be their parents, proud of choices they were making that 

reflected our shared values as we raised them. If we could feel that joy as humans, 

imagine what that joy feels like for God who created all humanity.  

On the last leg of our trip, my car needed unexpected repairs. After we pulled 

over safely on I-29 in South Dakota, John reached for his cell phone and his AAA 

card. Sitting there, I remembered a time when I was much younger, before there were 

cell phones and before I was married to a man who thinks his annual AAA fee is a 

wise budgeted expense for emergency preparedness. I realized that I was so blessed by 

the generosity of my husband. I prayed silently while he talked with the AAA agent.  

 As I prayed, I heard John Duntley’s voice in my head, “It could always be 

worse.” When I first reviewed his recorded sermon for our on-line service last week, I 

wondered how that was going to hit you as sermon listeners. But on Tuesday morning 

sitting safely beside my husband as he called AAA, John Duntley’s sermon gave me a 

contended kind of joy in my almost silent prayers. It could always be worse. But it 

wasn’t. Even in the small problem of unexpected car trouble on an interstate highway, 

God gave us everything what we needed through other people: an experienced AAA 

operator, a tow truck driver who could allow me to ride with John to the mechanic, a 

nice couple from Eau Claire who helped me get to the nearby gas station restroom 

while we waited for our driver to arrive, and finally the young man who helped us 

decide what repairs we wanted to make and lit up with a huge smile when he realized 

that he could bless us with a loaner car so we had no need of a rental car to get home 

in time for me to preach this sermon.   

 Sure, it would have been nice to not make an unplanned side trip to Sioux Falls 

for a car repair. But, just like a father gives his hungry child a fish, or a mother bakes 
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her child a loaf of bread, God blessed us with these helpers and their gifts before we 

even knew we needed them. And not just that day, but also with another helper forty 

years ago when our pastor then dared to preach about financial responsibility as an 

important part of daily Christian living. It was then I learned that not only has God 

blessed us to be generous, but that God helps us to live into the daily disciplines that 

make our generosity possible.  

 Deacon Susan, John, and I all drew from Adam Hamilton’s work Enough: 

Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity as we worked on this sermon series 

together. For this final sermon on how we are blessed to be generous, Hamilton 

shared with us another story about apples and our giving.  

 Imagine if you will that all your income for the coming week is represented in a 

bowl of apples you receive every Sunday morning. Every Saturday night your bowl is 

empty. Every Sunday morning it is filled with ten apples. The classic biblical standard 

of giving in the Old Testament teaches us we should give a tenth of all we have to 

God. That tenth is then used to care for the poor and support the work of the priests. 

So the first apple in our bowl and the seeds inside it we give back to God. Good 

financial planning practice includes setting aside resources for a future emergency—a 

savings account or to wise insurance such as John’s AAA membership. So, we take 

another apple and the seeds inside it and put it in our refrigerator’s fruit drawer.  

 That leaves each of us with eight apples and the seeds inside them for the week 

ahead, an apple a day and one to share. How many apples do you think the seeds in 

those eight apples will provide for you? The shared experience of 80 generations of 

faithful Christians both giving God first fruit offerings through their local church and 

by setting aside for sudden challenges tells me that in this weeks 8 apples and their 

seeds God will bless us with more than enough and plenty to share.  

 Amen.  


