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Fall has left us with some continued summer-like days but as October winds toward the end 
we are reminded that winter weather has commonly visited us in these final days of this month.  
Hopefully you are looking back at a memorable summer, one spent a bit more with family, friends 
and church than last year and the school children in your life are hopefully off to a great start for 
another year of learning.  Does fall bring you a moment of contentment?  Satisfaction with a 
summer well spent? Anticipation of a positive school year or the coming of another new year?  

We are in the middle of our current sermon series based on Rev. Adam Hamilton’s book 
“Enough; Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity.”  This study invites us to answer or explore 
some of our own behavior around finances and our material consumption.  We have been asked to 
consider our temptations at buying things, asked to consider how we budget and if we are living 
beyond our means or relying overly on credit cards. This week we are asked to consider what 
makes us content.  Do we have enough things in our lives to bring us contentment?  Could we do 
as well if we simplify and spend less on our own needs or wants?   Paul wrote from confinement in 
prison to the Philippians “I have learned to be content with whatever I have. 12 I know what it is to have little, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of 
going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me“ 
(Philippians 4:11-12). 

Each of us may likely be in a different position of experience when it comes to the 
continuum of being in need or having plenty.  If we consider Rev. Hamilton’s advise from 
“Enough” we may be able to better realize what does make us content with our lives, what little 
contentment some of our spending may actually offer.  It may further enable us to consider how 
we may be more supportive of others in need in our community, either with time or funding.  It 
may enable us to consider the ministries of our own church that rely on our personal giving in 
order to serve.   This week we will be receiving annual Discipleship Promise cards to give our 
personal consideration for giving to the church in the year to come.  Please consider how your 
family may be able to continue its support for the church in the year ahead, or if there is enough, 
can you add to your pledge or perhaps contribute to one of our special causes?   

”24 Some give freely, yet grow all the richer; 
    others withhold what is due, and only suffer want. 
25 A generous person will be enriched, 
    and one who gives water will get water.”  (Proverbs 11:24-25) 

 


