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Today’s scripture lesson about the Prodigal Son has a good lesson for us about money. In a 
nutshell, the lesson is “don’t be like the son and waste your money.” If it were only that simple, we 
could end the sermon right here. But like many things in life, it’s not that simple and there is much 
more to unpack.  
This is the second week of a series of sermons about discovering joy through simplicity and 
generosity. We are using the series titled “Enough” as our guide. This series was created by Adam 
Hamilton, lead pastor at Church of the Resurrection (UMC) in Kansas City. This week’s sermon is 
about having wisdom with our finances and budgeting our money so we can live joyful lives. 
Today, I will build on Rev. Dawn’s message last week by offering you a spiritual perspective on 
money as the foundation for your relationship with it. In addition, I will share practical 
recommendations for budgeting from Adam Hamilton’s research. These recommendations will 
help you reflect on your purpose, values, goals and call as a Christian assist you with creating and 
keeping a budget. 
Like Rev. Dawn, I recognized that we are a congregation of folks all across the socioeconomic 
spectrum. As she said in last week’s sermon, we have people who stretch their money to get to the 
end of the month and others who have deep pockets and short arms. Regardless of your 
socioeconomic status, money is something we cannot avoid. Because money is unavoidable to 
living, we should be able to talk about it in church. For some, it is really uncomfortable, though. If 
that is you, I encourage you to consider two things: 1) that if we can talk about money we can 
manage our reactions and feelings about it; 2) if at any time you find yourself feeling uncomfortable 
or defensive or any other emotion that doesn’t feel very good, that may be the Holy Spirit getting 
your attention. Stay curious about that feeling instead of closing your ears and your heart. 
So back to today’s scripture reading. The Prodigal Son wasted the money that was gifted to him 
because he was foolish and reckless with it. His money was given to him by his father. As his father 
provided for him, God provides for us. However, the Prodigal Son had a case of “affluenza” (see 
the sermon from 10/10/21) and spent it on extravagant things and lived beyond his means. Other 
translations of this scripture describe his spending as “undisciplined and dissipated” (The Message), 
“wasted everything he had” (The Mesage), and “squandered” (NIV, NRSV). The son spent as if 
there was no tomorrow, and then hit financial rock bottom. If this happened to him today, he’d 
probably be in credit card debt, dodging collection agency calls, and easy prey for predatory 
lenders. By the grace of God, the son finally “finds himself” and returns to his father 
acknowledging his foolishness and his need for help.  
The spiritual issue for this son is that he was not serving God with the financial resources he was 
gifted. He didn’t go broke by using his financial resources helping others or giving back to God. He 
went broke serving mammon. “Mammon” is an Aramaic word. It refers to wealth and money. It is 
a term Jesus used in warning people against being preoccupied with wealth in the gospels of 
Matthew and Luke (Matthew 6; Luke 16). Because he served mammon, the prodigal son’s financial 
famine came, and it came hard. 



So what is the lesson for us from this scripture? Don’t be like the Prodigal Son. Have and use 
wisdom with our finances. As Christians, our money should be used to do what we are called to do: 
to love God, love our neighbors, seek justice, and do mercy. We are to use our financial resources 
to care for our families, our communities, and our world. Our purpose is greater than our own self-
interest. Our financial management should be a reflection of our Christian beliefs and values. 
John Wesley had a lot to say about money. He preached a sermon on it - “Sermon 50, The Use of 
Money” (https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/the-use-of-money-by-john-wesley). He teaches 
that money is a gift from God that should be used for good. He set out three rules for our 
relationship to it: 1) Earn all you can in legal and honest ways, but not at the expense of your 
emotional and physical health and wellbeing. 2) Save all you can purposefully and by avoiding 
overspending, gratifying our pride and desires, and wasting it as the son in our scripture did. Wesley 
does not endorse hoarding, though. 3) Give all you can as a steward of this gift from God and as a 
steward for God’s human and nonhuman creation. Our -yours and mine - giving to the church falls 
under this rule. 
So, here are the nuts and bolts, the how-to: 
1. Reflect on your relationship with money and on your purpose and calling as a Christian. 
The first time I really learned about money management from a Christian perspective happened in 
the very early days of our marriage. John’s aunt gifted us a book that provided lessons about 
earning, saving, and spending in ways that reflect Christian faith, values, and purpose. We were 
surprised to get this book as a gift. It certainly was not where our minds and hearts were when we 
were newly married, making very entry-level earnings, and young in our careers. Our first instinct 
was to set the book aside until we had “enough money” in our perspective to even consider the 
lessons from this book. I’m so glad we didn’t set it aside. This wise wedding gift has been far more 
useful than any of the other gifts we received. The lessons in it have lasted longer and benefited us 
more than the blender and the mixer we were given! 
After you have taken time to reflect on your relationship with money, your purpose and your 
calling, set financial goals. Goals help us become wise stewards of the resources God has given us. 
Set two short-term, mid-range, and long-term financial goals that align with your purpose and 
calling as a Christian. For those of us worshiping in the church building, there is an insert in your 
bulletin titled “My Life and Financial Goals Worksheet” for your use.  For those of you worshiping 
with us but not in the building, we can get you the worksheets I reference. 
2. Pay your tithe and offering first. Put God first in your living and your giving by paying your 
tithe off the “top” of your income and then live on what remains. The amount you give off the top 
of your income will vary for each of us. For some, giving $5 and living off the rest is challenge. For 
others, giving more off the top is possible. Prayerfully discern what you can give as your thanks to 
God. In this season of fall, I can’t help but think of the Johnny Appleseed song when it comes to 
thanking God. You probably know the tune. I learned it in church as a child. It was a natural song 
to sing before each church potluck since I grew up in La Crescent, the Apple Capital of Minnesota. 
It goes: “Oh the Lord is good to me, and so I thank the Lord for giving me the things I need, the 
sun and the rain and the apple seed, oh the Lord is good to me. Amen. Amen. Amen, amen, 
amen!” This song leads me into the next recommendation: 
3. Choose to live below your means. Johnny Appleseed thanks God for giving him what he 
needs, not what he wants. There is an attitude of gratitude instead of a desire for more. So walk 
away from affluenza and rid yourself of credit-itis! In order to do this, you may need to simplify 
your life. This is really important and the topic for next week’s sermon. 



4. Set a budget. Track your spending for a few months so you can see exactly how much and 
where you are spending your money. When I’ve done this, I’ve been surprised how much more I 
was spending than I realized. After you see where your money is going, create a budget so you can 
meet your saving, spending and giving goals and purposes. There is another worksheet in the 
bulletin titled “Basic Budget Worksheet” to help you with setting your budget.  
To stick to the budget there are several approaches you can use. Put the budgeted money for things 
like gas and groceries - things you can pay cash for - in envelopes. Spend only what is in that 
envelope during your budgeted period. There are also free apps for your smartphone for keeping 
on track with your budget. Some of you may prefer a spreadsheet or a record book to track your 
expenses. To prevent overspending, make a list, stick to it, don’t grocery shop when you’re hungry, 
and wait at least 24 hours when you feel the impulse to buy something you want NOW. 
One of the lessons I needed to learn about money was taught to me by my mom. She taught me to 
avoid impulse purchases. When I was old enough to have an allowance but young enough to not 
shop by myself, I was with my mom at a store. I saw something I wanted and asked her to buy it 
for me on the spot. I don’t remember what it was, but I know I impulsively wanted it. Of course 
she said no. When I whined, she asked if I wanted it badly enough to spend my own money on it. I 
thought about it and my answer was no. So there I was, wanting her to spend her money on 
something I impulsively wanted, but I was unwilling to pay for myself. What I learned from that 
was to ask myself how much I really wanted and needing something before buying it. It’s a 
discipline I’ve had to continue practicing in order to keep myself from making impulse purchases.  
5. Pay off your credit card debt. As you build your emergency fund, pay off your credit cards and 
start using cash or a debit card for these types of purchases. There are varying perspectives on 
which cards to pay off first based on the balance and interest rate. If your debt feels overwhelming 
and like you will never get it paid down, I encouraged you to look into Family Means’ program for 
budgeting and debt management. Family Means (www.familymeans.org) is a non-profit 
organization that offers services for budget and debt management, caregiver support, 
psychotherapy, and youth development services. Their main office is in Stillwater, MN.  
6. Practice long-term savings and investing habits. We don’t save just for the sake of saving - 
that’s hoarding. Save for purposeful reasons: for your goals, emergencies, and retirement. If you 
don’t have an emergency fund, start one now. It should be separate from daily expenses and long-
term savings. It is specifically for emergencies like unexpected medical costs or losing a source of 
income. Dave Ramsey of Financial Peace University recommends three months worth of income 
for the emergency fund. Designate money in your budget for the emergency fund. Each paycheck, 
put the designated amount into the emergency fund until you hit that three months of income goal. 
After you have the emergency fund built up, re-budget the money you had been putting toward 
that fund. 
Kid of all ages do not have to be and should not be exempt from these teachings. Begin talking to 
them at a young age about financial management from a Christian perspective. Teach them about 
the Christian values and purposes of serving others and being generous. Begin at a young age by 
having them put money they earn or are gifted into three envelopes labeled Save, Spend, Give. As 
soon as they get money, put 10% in the Give envelope. Have them set goals for their savings and 
spending, and put a portion of the 90% left into those envelopes. Teach them patience, living 
within their means, and thoughtful spending by saying no to impulse purchases, just like my mom 
did. For teens who use debit cards instead of cash, have them put a set amount in the account each 



month. Do not let them overspend this amount. Monitor their statements, help them set and keep 
savings goals, and encourage their generosity toward others.  
I’d like to close with us praying together because prayer should be at the core of how we earn, save 
and give all we can. Let us pray. “God, you know what we don’t even know. We don’t know where 
every dime went, but somehow you know what we did with all that we had, last year and the year 
before that. You don’t forbid us from having joy in our possessions. In fact, you delight in having 
joy for us. But what you know is that just acquiring more and more stuff isn’t leveraging our future 
in order to have pleasure in the present. And help us to be good managers of the talents that you’ve 
given us. Help us to be generous and willing to share, kingdom-minded and focused on 
accomplishing your purpose for our lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
	


