
 
Pastor’s Weekly Church Epistle 
Friday, October 15, 2021  
 
Hello Church!  

This week we continue our sermon series, Enough! Our preacher will be Deacon 
Susan, drawing both from Scripture and from her ministry as a medical social worker. 
I am looking forward to hearing her, Deacon Susan knows this topic well. 

In the published materials from Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity by 
Adam Hamilton, there are six financial principles to be shared with you now through 
our mid-week writing ministry. Practicing these six principles will lead to greater 
simplicity, generosity, and joy in our lives along with a healthy dose of contentment 
because of lowered financial stress. I included a detailed plan for debt retirement from 
Dave Ramsey in item 4 because Ramsey is the best at retirement.   

1. Put God first in your living and giving. (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) Give your 
First Fruits offering on payday and then live on what remains. When I switched 
to Vanco for my pledged offering, I made my planned contribution to our 
church occur on first of the month, so it is paid automatically the same day we 
pay our mortgage. Since doing this I often have an “extra helping” left in my 
walking cash to contribute through an old-fashioned offering envelope. 

2. Prepare a spending plan and track all expenses monthly. (Proverbs 
27:23-24) There are those people who enjoy accounting and money 
management. I am not one of them. Tracking spending is a struggle with the 
way my brain works, but we have found automating bills and using cash 
envelopes helps me keep my spending plan.  

3. Simplify your lifestyle; live below your means. (Matthew 6: 19-33) Amen! 
It is a great fun to dress well while spending little. Goodwill thrifting has saved 
me money two ways. First, there were the brand named jeans I found that fit 
me perfectly for only $10. Second, there was an online sale for the same brand 
I could take advantage of because I knew how well my Goodwill jeans fit! 
Fashion thrifting when you are not broke is way more fun than hiking miles 
through MOA!  

4. Provide immediately for an emergency fund. (1 Timothy 6:9-12) Dave 
Ramsey of Financial Peace University writes well for those of us in debt 
because he was once one of us. His “snowball plan” both retires debt and 
weans us from using credit cards for emergencies.  



Ramsey’s first step is to make a list of your current minimum payments and 
include a $1000 emergency fund with a minimum payment of $10. The total of 
these payments then become a fixed item in your monthly spending plan to retire 
debt. Always keep these beginning minimums as a fixed payment. VISA is in the 
business of maximizing their earnings on your interest, so as your balance 
decreases so will their minimum payment on your monthly statement. You are in 
the business of being free of the burden of debt. Keep your minimums where they 
were as you began this discipline will retire your VISA debt much sooner. 

Until you reach $1000 in your emergency fund, put all surprise money—a tax 
refund or the $10 bill you found on the ground in a parking lot—into that fund. 
Once you have the $1000 emergency established, select one payment for adding 
your emergency fund payment to its retirement. For example, if your VISA 
payment is $180, when your $1000 emergency fund is in place, add that $10, to the 
VISA payment so it becomes $190.  

As that list resolves and your VISA debt is retired, begin putting those VISA 
payments into your emergency fund until you have built up 3 months of income. 
At that point, you are ready for both any short-term disaster and for building the 
savings plan in Hamilton’s 6th principle.  

If a disaster does strike, use your emergency fund before your credit card and 
begin replenishing it immediately. For example, you need a $500 car repair. Pay for 
it from your emergency fund, take the $10 payment away from VISA, and rebuild 
the emergency fund. Only reach for your VISA a desperate last resort. In Dave 
Ramsey’s plan, our goal is to have only one credit card that we store in our home 
office for planned purchasing (ordering drive-up groceries at County Market) that 
we can retire immediately with current funds. A banker in our Beloit Methodist 
church once told me the same thing. Much money can be saved if your credit card 
lives at your desk rather than in your wallet.  

5. Pay off all credit card debt; use cash as much as possible. (Proverbs 22:7) 
Again, Dave Ramsey of Financial Peace University is well worth following 
through social media for advice on how to go from being in debt to free from 
debt.  

6. Practice long-range saving and investing habits. (Luke 14:28) Adam 
Hamilton wrote, “Saving money is the Number 1 wise money management 
principle everyone should practice. There are three types of savings we should 
have: emergency savings, savings for wants and goals, and retirement savings.” 
Amen!  



See you Sunday!  

Grace abounds! 

Rev. Dawn 

   


