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.  

Our shared COVID experience has certainly taught us well how we humans are 

all share “this pretty planet spinning through space.”1 I love that thought of us all 

living on a “pretty planet spinning through space.” It’s the opening line of a children’s 

round lyric written by Tom Chapin in 1988.  

This pretty planet  
Spinning through in space 
You’re a garden, you’re a harbor 
You’re a holy place.  
 
Golden sun going down 
Pretty blue giant come spin us around 
 
All through the night 

Safe ‘til the morning light.2 
 

Among all the planets God created, Earth is the planet every human being calls 

home. Every year on the first Sunday in October, our church joins other local 

churches on Earth to remember this fact by celebrating World Communion Sunday.  

Our special Sunday has deep biblical roots. Both Mark and Matthew tell us how 

Jesus fed two crowds, one of 5000 and the other of 4000. Why the twice-told story? 

They are not twice-told stories. They are two chapters of a single story with a message 

about Christ his followers must know. The feeding of the 5000 is about Jesus’ 

ministry as the Jews’ promised Messiah. The numeral 5 represents the five books of 

                                           
1 Tom Chapin, 1988. Lyrics copied and pasted from https://genius.com/Tom-chapin-this-pretty-planet-lyrics. 
2 The piece is a round written for children. Here is one recommended performance. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFna3VCbyE0.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFna3VCbyE0
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the Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The numeral 4 

represents the four ordinal directions: north, south, east, and west. The feeding of the 

4000 is about Christ’s mission to redeem every inhabitant on Earth from sin.  

It is a very subtle point, one that could be missed by Roman imperialists as they 

tried to wipe out Christianity. Likewise, we who live in North America are generally 

accustomed to numbers meaning a specified amount of something countable. We 

teach our children how to count to ten as a critical life skill before they learn to read. 

This afternoon, American football fans will be counting to ten together as a ball is 

moved up and down a field made up of ten units of ten yards each. If you ever travel 

where people speak a language other than English learning how to count to ten as 

well as the questions “How many? How much?” are fundamental to every economic 

transaction you must make. Knowing how to count to ten is fundamental to humans 

communicating with each other. 

But using numbers as symbols for something other than an accurate amount is 

something we do as a form of verbal shorthand. If someone were to say to us, “nine-

one-one,” we would not think they were counting badly. We know what to do when 

we hear a person speaks those three numbers in that order. We know they are telling 

us to call for help.  

When Mark and Matthew were writing their gospels, the Roman empire was 

taking over the world. Both men assumed their biography of Jesus, the Christ, would 

be read with educated men, rabbis, present at every reading. There were no personal 

Bibles, no family Bibles, no Disciplines 2021 to keep their reading together when they 

were apart. All the Church had in those hard times were smuggled hand copied 

parchments they cherished and read aloud together in Christian gatherings.  

Both Matthew and Mark were actively involved with including non-Jews, 

Gentiles, in the Christian branch of the synagogue movement. They knew subtleties 

of numbers having meaning other than a specified amount is critical to rabbinic 

theology had to be taught. Given the circumstances and the constraints of the time in 

which they were writing, they were inspired to use the subtle difference of 5 meaning 

Jews and 4 meaning everyone as the one difference in two stories of Jesus feeding a 

crowd.  

Their two nearly identical stories with just this one subtle difference teach us 

that 1) Christ came for all, and 2) we disciples can be thick headed.  

What does that mean for us now? Well, in a time marked by deep polarization 

over almost everything, today we remember Christ came to redeem everyone. Christ 
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came to redeem people like us. That is why Jesus fed the 5000. Christ came to redeem 

people unlike us: new refugees at Fort McCoy and Hudson neighbors descended from 

the voyagers, folks who watch their news on Fox and folks who get their news from 

National Public Radio, folks like me who studied the Civil Rights movement as a 

current event and folks like my grandson who now studies the Civil Rights movement 

as American history. Jesus fed the 4000 to include everyone. 

Christ came to redeem “this pretty planet” in a way that is so holy that we 

understand it better with a shared meal than we do with shared words.  

That was Paul’s point when he wrote to the church in Corinth, a messy place 

with divisive politics. Paul’s instructions to them, this passage of Scripture, is the 

foundation for our world’s communion shared today.  

“Let me go over with you again exactly what goes on in the Lord’s Supper and 
why it is so centrally important. I received my instructions from the Master 
himself and passed them on to you. The Master, Jesus, on the night of his 
betrayal, took bread. Having given thanks, he broke it and said, 
 
This is my body, broken for you. 
Do this to remember me. 
 
After supper, he did the same thing with the cup: 
 
This cup is my blood, my new covenant with you. 
Each time you drink this cup, remember me. 
 
What you must solemnly realize is that every time you eat this bread and every 
time you drink this cup, you reenact in your words and actions the death of the 
Master. You will be drawn back to this meal again and again until the Master 
returns. You must never let familiarity breed contempt.”3   
 

Amen.     

                                           
3 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 as translated by Eugene Peterson in The Message. Copied and pasted here from 
www.biblegateway.com.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/

