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 Our sanctuary’s-stained glass “window” depicts Jesus welcoming children. 

Really it is a large wall mounted light, but we love it as it is. In that piece of art, Jesus 

has one child on his knee, another two standing nearby, and a dog seated at his left 

side. A more familiar story about Jesus tells us we must have faith like a child. That is 

not our reading for today. In today’s reading Jesus taught us to welcome all children 

just as we were once children who needed welcome ourselves.  

 In both Mark 9 and Luke 9, Jesus disrupted the disciples arguing over who was 

greater with his teaching that we treat children with compassion. With that Scripture 

in mind, I pondered and wondered about our window depicting Jesus treating three 

children with compassion. What inspired Jesus to give the disciples such a teaching as 

they were arguing with each other like siblings? 

 As we prepare to break our hearts and minds to open our readings for today, 

here is a question for us all: have you ever found yourself in a family argument? If 

your answer to this question is “no,” then will you please pray for the rest of us? And 

if your answer to this question is “yes,” will you please pray The Serenity Prayer now 

with me?  

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
courage to change the things I can, 
and wisdom to know the difference.1 
   
(At home readers, you should take time to read Mark 9:30-37 before reading 

on. Both Scriptures are inserted here for your convenience.)  

                                           
1 Reinhold Niebuhr (1875-1961). Copied and pasted from Wikipedia. 
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This week’s readings for those who read the sermon at home 

Mark 9:30-37, Common English Bible 

From there Jesus and his followers went through Galilee, but he didn’t want 

anyone to know it. This was because he was teaching his disciples, “The Human One 

will be delivered into human hands. They will kill him. Three days after he is killed he 

will rise up.” But they didn’t understand this kind of talk, and they were afraid to ask 

him. 

They entered Capernaum. When they had come into a house, he asked them, 

“What were you arguing about during the journey?” They didn’t respond, since on the 

way they had been debating with each other about who was the greatest. He sat down, 

called the Twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be least of all 

and the servant of all.” Jesus reached for a little child, placed him among the Twelve, 

and embraced him. Then he said, “Whoever welcomes one of these children in my 

name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me isn’t actually welcoming me but 

rather the one who sent me.” 

 

Psalm 1, Common English Bible 

1 The truly happy person 
    doesn’t follow wicked advice, 
    doesn’t stand on the road of sinners, 
    and doesn’t sit with the disrespectful. 
2 Instead of doing those things, 
    these persons love the Lord’s Instruction, 
    and they recite God’s Instruction day and night! 
3 They are like a tree replanted by streams of water, 
    which bears fruit at just the right time 
    and whose leaves don’t fade. 
        Whatever they do succeeds. 

4 That’s not true for the wicked! 
    They are like dust that the wind blows away. 
5 And that’s why the wicked will have no standing in the court of justice— 
    neither will sinners 
    in the assembly of the righteous. 
6 The Lord is intimately acquainted 
    with the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked is destroyed. 
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 I hope you were a child who heard Bible stories before you could read them for 

yourself. You could have heard them in Sunday School or from a Bible story book 

read to you by a parent or grandparent, or even your big sister or an older cousin. If 

you were a child who heard Bible stories before you could read them yourself, you 

were blessed to learn Jesus loves you in your deepest soul. Perhaps as the children we 

once were, we could all hum together, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells 

me so. Little ones to Him belong. They are weak but He is strong.”2 The less well 

remembered second verse includes, “. . . Taking children on his knee, saying ‘Let them 

come to me.’”  

 While re-reading this passage to preach this week, I was struck at how it speaks 

to our current attempt to “Be Golden” here in Hudson. As the pastor of Hudson 

United Methodist Church, I am deeply involved in the Golden Rule Initiative. 

Opening my Bible last Monday, the day after Golden Rule Sunday, I immediately saw 

this passage as a continuation of the Golden Rule. You can join me by imagining this 

sermon as a mini-college course whose class listing would be “Golden Rule 301, 

prerequisites none, basic knowledge of the Golden Rule recommended.” Basic 

knowledge of the Golden Rule simply is to know to “Be Golden” to make our own 

best attempt to treat other people the way we want to be treated. In today’s Gospel 

lesson, Jesus is ahead of his time as he tells his arguing adult disciples greatness lies in 

how they welcome the child each of them once was. I believe Christ still calls us to 

welcome children; both the children with us now, as well as the children we once were 

now that we are adults. 

 Perhaps you have heard the term “inner child”? Coined by psychologist Carl 

Jung (1875-1961) his well-accepted theory is that is that each of us has an inner child 

residing in our soul. The Wikipedia article on the concept of each of us having an 

inner child describes it better than I can.  

“The inner child is an individual's childlike aspect. The inner child includes 

what a person learned as a child before puberty. The inner child is often 

conceived as a semi-independent subpersonality subordinate to the waking 

conscious mind.”3  

In my pastoral work I find Jung’s idea useful. In my own life I find it to be true. 

Others also trained in Jung’s theories would agree with what I just wrote.  

                                           
2 From memory going all the way back before I could read. 
3 Accessed on 2021.09.18 
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 Most if not all of us have had the experience of being in a conflict with another 

person when they are suddenly upset for a reason we do not understand. The 

behavior comes out of the blue, and may even seem to be irrational, illogical, or both. 

Honesty demands acknowledging that sometimes we are the person whose pain is 

suddenly and irrationally triggered. But much more often we are the person doing the 

triggering, generally not intending to do so. Those of us who faced abuse as children 

live as adults with a deep sense of caution in our gut that can be triggered in an 

argument with a strong reaction from our childhood pain.  

 Because in our reading for today Jesus intervened in an argument between 

adults, I believe Jesus was ahead of his time by about 1900 years and has a way of 

living that can benefit all our inner children in these current days of strife. I believe 

Jesus wants us to welcome both the children of our present as well as the children we 

all once were as we care for each other. I believe Christ would have all Christians be a 

caring adult for each other and for other people as well.  

 This understanding I have just come to from studying Jesus’ teaching this week 

is a huge contrast to some readings in the Old Testament, including today’s psalm. 

The best way I know to preach about Psalm 1 is with a quote from Rev. Dr. Mary 

Donovan Turner’s lecture on preaching hard texts during my seminary preaching 

class, “Sometimes the Good News is that the Old Testament is no longer good 

news.”4    

 This past week our Wednesday night Zoom prayer service5 grappled with 

Psalm 1. Verses 1 through 3 and the first part of verse 6 sound so much like Jesus’ 

teaching to the disciples as he disrupted their arguing. Verse 3 even includes an idea 

Paul used often, Christians planted in Christ’s love and teachings will bear good 

spiritual fruit. “(We) are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield (our) fruit 

in due season.” (Psalm 1:3, compare this with Galatians 5:22,23.) But then in Psalm 1 

we read verses 4 and 5, words which exclude the wicked from our circle and from 

redemption. The psalmist’s words are very much opposite of how Jesus lived. The 

psalmist concluded “. . . the way of the wicked will perish.” (Psalm 1:6, New Revised 

Standard Version) What human anger! One wonders what pain contributed the 

psalmist’s composition. 

One of my mom’s favorite stories of very young me happened when I was 

almost two years old. I can only tell it now because of her frequent retelling of this 

                                           
4 Some time in Fall Semester 1995 or 1996. 
5 To join us, please contact our church office and our church administrator can email you the Zoom link and times.  
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tale during my teen years. My mom was a working nurse, and my daycare provider 

was her friend, Delores, whose front door was a half block north of ours. Once I was 

mad at Mom, grabbed her nursing shoes, threw them at her, and ran to our front door 

yelling “’Lore! ‘Lore!” Truth be told there are still days as an adult when I have want 

to throw someone’s shoes at them and yell for Delores to come comfort me. Or at 

least to yell for God to remove this problem, if not the person, from my life.  

 I have read many psalms and much Jungian psychology written for those who 

work with children and their families. I know when humans respond with anger from 

deep pain, these responses are part of our shared humanity. They are a residual impact 

of sins in our common life.  

 So, what would Christ have us do? “. . . Be least of all and the servant of all. . .. 

Welcome all children in my name.”  

This week can you and I practice welcoming all children in our lives this week. 

The children who are children now. The inner children residing in all adults. As we 

practice this welcome, perhaps we should also pray daily as Jesus taught us to pray. 

“Forgive us as we forgive others.” (Matthew 6:126) 

Amen.  

 

 

                                           
6 The choice of trespasses/sins/debts as the predicate article for the verb “forgive” does not exist in the original Greek 
New Testament.  


