
The Daily Church Epistle 
Monday, September 13, 2021 
By Debbie Newhouse 

Hello Church Friends, 
 

The days are getting shorter, at both the sunrise and the sunset end of the day. The school year 
has begun. Days are cooler. I love the fall. Thank You, Father, for the welcome changes you 
provide for us! 
 

Those of you who have read my Epistles know that I am not your intellectual source. Nor am I 
your structured, follow the calendar source. I am your free-form, what is on my heart-I hope it 
relates to your heart- source. This does not sound like a middle school English teacher, but it 
comes from her reality and view of our precious Lord and Savior. 
 

Yes, I am back in school; a new job and loving every minute of it with middle school English and 
Language Arts students’ warts and all!! I treasure seeing how God works through the staff, the 
parents, the students themselves, and yes (Praise God!), myself. 
 

Our school theme this year comes from I Samuel 3:9. Saint Anne’s in Somerset is using this as 
a bit of a slogan, and has therefore, simplified it to, “Speak, Your servant is listening.” This 
makes sense and hopefully gives the kids something to hold in their hearts for reflection. The 
actual verse according to the NIV translation I have in my phone states, “Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.” 
 

Samuel is a student of Eli and Eli realizes in this passage that God is personally calling Samuel. 
I think this is a brilliant focus for a Christian school- picked by the staff before I ever joined them; 
a focus that is in place for the entire year-awesome! And, you know what? None of us is too old 
for this very same focus. Here it is with my own modifications: Speak, Lord! I, your servant, am 
listening and I really want to know what you have to say to me and how I can use it to change 
my life! 
 

Hmmm, what to do with this...they are students/servants of God. Oh yes, we as HUMC 
members and attendees are, too-all of us! It’s never too late to embrace that childlike 
enthusiasm for the Lord! He not only guides us, but protects us, leads us, forgives us! Wow, are 
we blessed, or what?? Praise God! 
 

My wish for you this week, Friends, is the ability to hear our Precious Lord, as he calls us. 
“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” Amen. 
 
Debbie 


