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Hello Church!  

 Here we are in one of the most glorious times of the year surrounded by 

gloomy news. It makes me want to time travel to another glorious day, September 9, 

1961. It was very warm, 84 at the Duluth airport according to the on-line records. 

Danny Eller and I were riding up and down the sidewalk from the duplex his parents 

owned where my parents were tenants to Grandma Jeffers house just three houses to 

our east. Daddy sat outside on the grass having a cigarette when he told us I had a 

sister. That was the moment I learned God answers prayer by my own experience.  

 On a day I do not remember in late 1959, my parents told me that they were 

going to add another baby to our family, their third child. Three-year-old me promptly 

began telling everyone, “My mom is making me a baby sister.” When my brother was 

born on December 29, 1959, it didn’t phase me. From the day he was born, my 

brother has always been a blessing and a delight for me, and yet I kept telling 

everyone, “My mom is making me a baby sister.” The most important everyone I told 

was God—both Mom and my Sunday school teachers taught me to pray before I 

could read.  

 And on September 9, 1961, my sister was born, and I learned from experience 

that God answers prayer. Writing to you I can see Daddy sitting on the lawn under 

the old box elder as if it were just a few minutes ago. Today, I would love to time 

travel to that moment away from these discouraging times we now face.  

 Thanks be to God, that while we cannot time travel with our physical bodies, 

we were created with memory and imagination. We can travel forward and backward 

in time with those two divine gifts.  

 As I am preparing for our worship this Sunday, both memory and imagination 

come into play because both Jesus and James, those two half-brothers, instruct us to 

imagine a world where the Golden Rule ruled. The quote we will read from Jesus’ 

teaching ends with the Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do 

unto you.” (Matthew 6:12 as translated in the King James Version)  

But the whole passage we will read on Sunday, is one where Jesus leads us to 

visualize how to live the Golden Rule. We will read, “Ask, and you will receive. 

Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.  



For everyone who asks, receives. Whoever seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, 

the door is opened.” Matthew 6:7-8, The Common English Bible) Before one can ask, 

search, or knock, one visualizes a desired answer without being told to do so, we just 

do it because that is how we are made. As Jesus said, if a child asks for bread at 

dinner, that child visualizes her parents giving her more bread and not a stone. (Mt. 6: 

9-11) If I am searching for a misplaced tool, I visualize where I know had it last to 

guide where I need to look next. When I make a home visit, I knock on your door 

visualizing you responding to my knock.  

Therefore, Jesus instructed us to visualize a world where we live the way we 

visualize acting the same way we visualize God answering our prayers. When someone 

asks you for bread, don’t pass the salt. When you are searching for either a lost item 

or a lost soul, remember where you last saw that item or that person and begin 

seeking there. When you are lonely, knock—or phone or mail a card—to that dear 

one and imagine how they will welcome your outreach. In other words, do what leads 

to the world you imagine, the time and space you desire.  

And on days like today, when the weather is golden but the news is not, here is 

a way to pray. First, visualize a day that once was golden—that is memory. Then 

visualize a golden day when the news is a sure answer to prayer—that is imagination. 

Then rise from your prayers and walk with Christ believing your prayer will be 

answered. That is how to “be golden.” 

Grace is always golden!  

Rev. Dawn       

 

 


