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Hello Church!  

 And what are your plans for this very rainy weekend? My plans include joining our Golden 

Rule INDOOR Picnic today at 5:30 PM, freezing veggies from the Farmer’s Market for next 

winter’s chili, and canning as many tomatoes as possible. I am so thankful the rain will both end the 

drought and keep me indoors working on one of my favorite annual chores. What about you? Did 

you have to change your plans with this week’s forecast?  

 Life does not always happen according to plan. Yesterday, a bean field located near the bank 

of the Red River suffered a sudden geological collapse of 25 feet creating a quarter mile ravine. 

Scientists tell us such geological events have and will happen but one is seldom witnessed by 

humans. Here is the Associated Press link for the full story. Bean field collapses in northwestern 

Minnesota (apnews.com) I wonder what sort of planning Wayne and Erllene Erickson will need to 

make to harvest the rest of their field this year and in the planting next year.  

 Working on this week’s sermon, I found what I need to say this week was impacted by two 

ruptures that happened in early Christian history. On the day our Gospel lesson happened, Mark 7: 

14-23, Jesus was still fully human as he walked and taught in Jerusalem. Our lesson in James 1:17-

27, James wrote to the church after Jerusalem fell (70 A.D.) according to James 1:1 “James, a 

servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.” 

 Here is what happened between those two days. First, Jesus died and rose again. Second, the 

Roman Empire destroyed Jerusalem causing the Diaspora that lasted until 1944. These human 

events are much bigger than a bean field collapsing three stories; but because as our ancient history, 

we often forget the time between the events as we read Scripture.   

 Working on the sermon I had to decide how to deal with Mark’s account of Jesus’ teaching. 

It reads if he simply published his journal entry for the day. Sorting this out well in worship could 

eat up over half my allocated time. I needed a new plan for how we will read the Gospel lesson well 

this week. To get to the point of both Jesus’ and James’ teaching, I chose instead to use Eugene 

Peterson’s more personal and pastoral translation, The Message, as our Gospel reading is read aloud. 

Peterson provides us as readers the editing Mark did not seem to get done in his time.   

 Dear Daily Church Epistle reader, I encourage you to look the passage up in any translation 

done by a committee of scholars if you want to get the feel for Mark’s hasty writing. These 

translations include The King James Version, The Revised Standard Version, The New 

International Version, and The New Revised Standard Version as well as the Common English 

Bible we usually read in worship.  

 The images we are seeing as we watch the news from Afghanistan unfold can help us read 

the Bible better as we think about how the Jews, Christians, and Palestinians of James’ & Mark’s  

time were impacted when Rome sacked Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Perhaps the reason Mark’s original 
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writing is so raw, so much like a diary entry, is because he had to be sent out before it was done to 

protect the Gospel itself. We will never know why Mark’s writing is so raw. His editing plan is lost 

in historical trauma.   

 Not everything is destroyed by historical traumas. The values we cherish are unbound by 

time and place. James was a leader of the church in Jerusalem and is commonly believed to be 

Jesus’ brother. (See Matthew 12:46-48.) Writing to those in the Dispersion, James is preserving core 

ethical teachings of “the Lord Jesus Christ” for the Church. His key teaching is in James 1:22, “But 

be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.”  

 We too need to make new plans when something we did not see coming happens. 

Thankfully, this weekend our new plans are due to much needed rain finally arriving. But as you 

alter your weekend plans your values will not change. How will you live your values this weekend? 

Are you one who values the Farmer’s Market and gardening so much that in this season of bounty 

you will be preserving vegetables for next January’s suppers? Perhaps that was who you once were, 

but your life’s fault lines have put such an activity in your past. You still have a weekend before 

you. What are your plans? How do they align with your values?   

 I hope your plans for this weekend include taking an hour for worship. If you will be 

worshipping online, as of this writing all is happening according to plan. If you are planning to 

worship in the sanctuary, please know that the air conditioning was repaired earlier this week and 

things will not be as stuffy as they were on the 22nd.  

 Either way, the values we hold will be a topic in the message for life now.  

Grace abounds! Rev. Dawn  

 


