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It is hard to believe that we are already at mid-summer for 2021.  With the heat and minimal rain, 
we have had it almost feels like August already.  These two points came to mind as I suddenly 
realized that I had promised an epistle for today.  I was struck by the value and importance of so 
many little things in our lives.  For example:  

Rainfall:  how refreshing it was the other day to actually have a nearly full day of rain.  In some 
years we would be growing tired of June rains, but this year that ‘little thing’ of a rainstorm was a 
gift from heaven, a godsend for crops, gardens, lakes, and streams.  It was a rain that brightened 
our day and felt so good to get wet. 

Summer Days: already half gone for this year but what an amazing adjustment from last year when 
we were advised to stay away from travels, not able to worship together and now this summer 
seems so incredibly unique.  We have indoor and outdoor worship options, crowded fairs, 
lakefront concerts, family gatherings, baseball games, and vacations.  Another long list of ‘little 
things’ that make this summer so rejuvenating and unforgettable. 

Mission Trip: it has been so uplifting to see the stellar group of teens and parents from our church 
that are enjoying their days of service with each other in Alaska.  Such a memorable ‘little thing’ 
that will forever bless their lives and inspire ours.  We are already anxiously awaiting their return 
and to hear the lessons and adventures, the ‘little things’ that they may share. 

Miracle Healing: my 96-year-old mother fell out of her bed in May and broke her hip, spent only a 
few days in the hospital recovering from a hip ball replacement surgery and seven weeks later is 
now climbing her stairs at home, back in her own bed.  This ‘little thing’ of amazing recovery is not 
little at all but truly an answer to many prayers. 

Mustard Seed:  the Parable of the Mustard Seed is perhaps one of the most notable ‘little thing’ 
lessons that we have all heard countless times from Sunday School to sermons.  From Mark 4:30-
32, 30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31 It is like 
a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it 
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 
nests in its shade.” 

While seemingly so small a ‘little thing’ is often an experience or an item that actually becomes a 
major memory or life experience that we will always recall and cherish.  Just like the minuscule 
mustard seed that emerges and grows into an enormous shrub, we all have ‘little things’ in our lives 
that we carry with us forever in memory, in story, and in practice.  We can often reflect on those 
‘little things’ to carry us forward in challenging times or to add to our times of joy.  These ‘little 



things’ can become our guideposts in many ways. Take some time today or this week to think 
about some of your ‘little things’ that mean so much to you or your family.  God bless.  
 


