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 Is there anyone in America who is not familiar with This Old House?1 It debuted 

on Public Television in 1979 as a one-time series conceived of and produced by Bob 

Villa. How do you remember watching it for the first time?  

 My first This Old House memory was hearing about the program at work as we 

were mostly new college graduates and single. Some of the guys worth marrying were 

organizing their Saturday evening plans to begin after it aired. Therefore, while I do 

not remember the first time I watched it, my guess is that it was most likely at a 

Saturday shared supper with our male roommates, Ken and Greg. Six of us lived in 

intentional Christian community, a duplex, with the women in the top unit and the 

guys in the lower unit. Watching television together was something we did as 

housemates. We had no idea what This Old House would become over forty years.  

Not even COVID could stop This Old House. The most recent season, 42, just 

included the impact of COVID on the project into the common to all seasons’ 

production plot. And we all know every season’s plot. In Episode 1 the host, now 

Kevin O’Connor, guides us through the project. There is always an old house along 

with a homeowner or two. We get a video walk through the property as it is, the 

homeowner shares the vision for what it can be, the This Old House experts share their 

professional opinions, and then everyone on camera in the last scene says, “I’m Kevin 

O’Connor, I’m Tom Silva, I’m Jill Homeowner from This Old House.” Episodes 2 

through 12 walk us through the problems encountered during renovation and their 

solutions. Episode 13 is the completion episode. Most of the time we view a recap of 

the project and a choreographed final walk through with the homeowners and crew. 

Usually, the project is perfectly completed. Once or twice the This Old House 

contractors have not finished on time for their television production schedule, and in 

a later season regular viewers will see the completed project. In the best walk through 

I ever watched, Norm Abrams went back to a project house from the early 1980’s and 

                                           
1 All This Old House information was from memory and confirmed with the Wikipedia article. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/This_Old_House Accessed on 2021.17.07 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/This_Old_House
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did the on-camera tour with the homeowner from when the house was a season 

project. We know this series plot. The This Old House plot is to the program producers 

what a blueprint is to the contractors. 

Humans like familiar plots as the building plan for any real-life story told well. 

One of the more familiar early church plots in today’s Bible readings is that we the 

people of the church are the building blocks for a new Temple not built of stones. 

Just as we This Old House viewers are familiar with walls framed with studs and 

covered with dry walls, early church members were familiar with buildings built by 

stacking stones or bricks. Paul, Peter, and John all use their readers’ knowledge of 

how to build a stone building—at least in theory if not in actual practice—to teach 

what the Church is to be, the people of God built together into a unified Church.  

This theme of a people built together is important to us right now as we are 

seeking our next mission as “A Church for All Generations.” As we begin, let’s reread 

what Paul wrote to the Christians across Ephesus, “As God’s household, you are built 

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the 

cornerstone. The whole building is joined together in him, and it grows up into a 

temple that is dedicated to the Lord. Christ is building you into a place where God 

lives through the Spirit.”2 

As a church of many living generations, I imagine us now as ready to be 

featured on This Old House. Or is that This Old Church?  

Just as physicians have specialties, so do pastors. I am always impressed with 

the specialist pastors other pastors call “church planters.” These are the men and 

women who start new churches. Like a people who build a new house from the 

footings up, these pastors are not constrained by much but the same starting point. 

But they always begin with Christ as their cornerstone and a few people bound by 

faith in Christ and a geographic location. Watching church planters work fascinates 

me but does not make me a church planter. Honestly for me watching them is much 

like watching Richard Trethewey install an accessible, luxury shower. Watching a 

shower be installed is interesting but doesn’t make me a plumber. But just as knowing 

about plumbing makes me a better homeowner. Likewise, knowing about church 

planting makes me a better pastor for you in our current season of renewal.  

The last time Hudson United Methodist Church had a church planter as pastor 

was before the Civil War. In our Methodist system of appointing pastors, every pastor 

                                           
2 Ephesians 2: 20-22, The Common English Bible, 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A+13-22&version=CEB, Accessed on 2021.07.17 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A+13-22&version=CEB
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since then was sent by a bishop to serve a church another pastor planted. As a 

Methodist preacher, I find my moves to be much like buying an old house. At first a 

house is just a listed property, but it soon becomes our home. In 2015 lay leaders of 

our church discerned what sort of pastor was needed. Their work was considered by 

Bishop Jung and his cabinet. They concluded Hudson needed a church renovation 

specialist. Bishop Jung decided “Ramstad looks to be the best fit right now.”  

As I prepared to move, a good fellow who is a church planter, Rev. Gary 

Holmes, said to me, “I don’t know how you do it. I wouldn’t even know where to 

begin.” I replied, “Just like This Old House, I begin by checking the foundation.”  

Thankfully, our church’s foundation has both Christ as our cornerstone and 

some amazing generations of members who built our church before us. We have a 

solid foundations. Much like building a tower for a grandchild with wood blocks, their 

first block laid represents Christ. The second block laid represents his followers. With 

those two blocks laid well, we built our church. As we consider how to go on now in 

the post-COVID era, the varieties of ways we could are beyond counting.  

Pastors who specialize in church renewal always begin by looking first for the 

church’s foundation and then seeing what was built on it. In the process, we learn 

about other people who became members of the church after the first few named in 

the charter. We learn about other pastors who were here before us—our immediate 

predecessor as well as visionaries who led the church to do great things in the past. 

We look at how the church is now. We learn the vision the church has for its own 

future. We build with you to make that future a reality. 

Because of our time together over the past five years, I now know that Hudson 

United Methodist Church is a great church with a solid foundation. Not only are we 

built on Christ as our cornerstone, but we continued to be blessed by visionary leaders 

who built before us. We are a church that practices prayer and service as our primary 

ways of being like Christ. We are a church who sees challenges and meets them head 

on. Our primary flaws are related to our greatest strengths, chief among them working 

hard to accomplish much. We are a people of faith in Christ who imagine ourselves 

joining Jesus in healing the community where we live.  

In this we are far more like the disciples who sailed with Jesus in our Gospel 

reading than the church in Ephesus to whom Paul wrote and invited to imagine 

themselves as building blocks. Like Christ’s first disciples, we are a church who is 

looking for people who need Christ’s healing touch.  
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Last spring, a few lay leaders and I used my annual continuing education 

budget for 2021 for coaching with Rev. Cathy Townley, a church renewal expert. This 

summer, we thought it best if she met with just Darci Strutt McQuiston and me as we 

focus on figuring out what our church pillars are, not our foundation but our pillars—

the visible part of our church structure. “Pillars” are what we are known for in 

Hudson. Identifying them is the best place to begin our church renewal strategy. 

Before going further, I want to thank our District Superintendent, Rev. Barb Certa-

Warner, for funding our summer work with Cathy Townley with district funds she 

receives from our paid apportionments. Just as renewing a house has expenses for 

expert help, so does church renewal. Even when Tommy Silva rebuilt his brother’s 

fire damaged home on This Old House in 2000, he still needed Rich Trethewey to 

install the plumbing and funds for purchasing pipes.    

As we consider Ephesians the rest of summer 2021, one major pillar I see is 

that we are neighborly. Our church has always had a heart for our neighbors in need. 

Some of us remember how it was our church’s heart drew them to us when they were 

in need. We are still a church that sees need in our community and tries to meet it. 

We don’t care how you came to be our neighbors. Your family could stretch all 

the way back to when the first French immigrants arrived in the 1680’s or you could 

have come from Arkansas last year. In the last five years we stood with St. Pat’s to 

welcome Muslim immigrants. We have reached out to support the recovery in 

Minneapolis following their riots in 2020. We don’t care how you came to be our 

neighbor. All that matters to us is that you are our neighbor.  

We are a church who imagines ourselves in mission with Christ meeting our 

neighbors’ needs. When we read Mark 6 aloud, we read how Jesus and his disciples 

first rested, then sailed, and finally came ashore to meet neighbors’ needs. We then 

skipped over one of the six stories of Jesus feeding those needy neighbors with just a 

few fish and a little bread. Instead, we read that when the disciples finished assisting 

Jesus with a miracle, they got back into their boat and sailed with him to meet new 

needs. 

If you are unfamiliar with that story of Jesus feeding 5000, take time after this 

service is done to go back and read it. But if you know the story so well that you 

could tell it to a neighbor who has never heard it, you are called to join the Church in 

building a building that is not tied to earth by its cornerstone, but instead able to sail 

like an ark bringing God’s love to the world’s great need.  

Amen.   


