
The Daily Church Epistle 
Thursday, July 8, 2021 
 
Hello Church!  

 What a marvelous week this one has been! It has been a blessing to be able to resume regular 

pastoral visits with some of our homebound members after months of being limited to this written 

medium and videography. I made four scheduled visits plus a few spontaneous shopping chats 

since I wrote to you last week. More visits are being scheduled for next week. If you haven’t seen 

me in months, just call Kathy and she will find a time that works for us both. 

 One of this week’s scheduled visits was with Jeanne Dieffenbach. Her spirit was as prayer 

centered as always. Our current discussion focused on our shared aging eyes issues. Because my 

mom died way too young, Jeanne is kind enough to let me know what could be on my horizon as 

my eyes continue to age—we share a particular diagnosis and go to the same clinic is all that needs 

to be said for you here. But for Jeanne and I to have made it through COVID and to be able again 

to be two spunky women comparing notes face-to-face was a complete joy and an absolute 

blessing.  

 I did have other visits as well, each a blessing. And I am looking forward to more visits next 

week. Right now it is pure joy to be doing the most fundamental work of pastoral ministry, 

spending time with you as individuals, hearing your joys and concerns, and praying with you as well 

as for you. If you are missing my daily writing from summer 2020 as your read my weekly writing in 

summer 2021, just know those hours are now reallocated to some of a pastor’s most primary work 

as Christ’s sheepdog. Thank you for holding all these visits in your prayers.  

 This coming Sunday we have another passage of Scripture about vision, brought to us by the 

pastor of the Willow River Parish, Hakki Min. I have enjoyed getting to know Hakki through 

Zoom meetings since he was appointed to our circuit late in 2020. When we finally met face to face 

last week, I was surprised to see how tall he is. Hakki is a recent graduate of Clairmont School of 

Theology, one of our thirteen United Methodist Seminaries, which is located in southern 

California. Willow River Parish is his first appointment, and this Sunday is his first opportunity to 

preach at another church in our circuit. Thankfully, you can offer him a cup of coffee this week! 

 I am looking forward to hearing his sermon, and thanks to our podcast, it is the first time I 

will get to hear the sermon being preached in “my” church during a preaching round robin. I am 

curious to see what Hakki is planning to say related to Genesis 28, the account of Jacob’s dream of 

a ladder stretching between heaven and earth. It is another key passage where God’s vision comes 

to a faithful person facing hard times and a new start. 

 While Hakki is preaching in Hudson, I will be preaching in Osceola; sharing my sermon that 

you heard last week about new beginnings following hard circumstances. We have an active lay 

leader in Osceola who may have been named in honor of Frances Willard, I am looking forward to 

her reaction and response!  

 This week, we all need to begin holding our youth mission team in daily prayer. My 

suggestion for each of us to stay focused is a post-it note reminder somewhere you go often, for 



me the cabinet over my coffee maker, so that every time you see your post-it note you are 

reminded to say a breath prayer for our youth in that moment. Our whispered prayers may very 

well come in the moments they need prayer most.  

 Grace and peace to you all!  

 Rev. Dawn   

 


