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Hello Church!  

 It is so good to be here right now. This morning I answered an inquiry from a young woman 

of United Church of Christ heritage who is about to serve her first United Methodist local church. 

To answer her well, I had to tell her in plain English that all authority in the United Methodist 

Church is both positional and relational. As I answered her, I was so thankful for my pastoral 

position and relationship with you.  

 Bishop Jung has continued my appointment as your pastor, a position of authority. Many of 

our long-time members are aware that United Methodist pastors always serve a year at a time, at the 

appointment of the Bishop for that region. Or this may be news to you. My plan is to stay with you 

as long as I can, and within our rules Bishop Jung agrees. But every year, our rules require a set of 

meetings about our relationship and my effectiveness as your pastor before he affirms it is still 

good for me to lead our church. For as long as I remain, we will live our shared life one day at a 

time. Most of those days will be ordinary days, days of which there will be no minutes. A few of 

those days will be big event days. 

This Sunday as we read Mark 5:21-43, we read of an extraordinary day when the leader of an 

ordinary local synagogue sought out Jesus. Jairus lived in a small fishing town on the Sea of Galilee, 

but not Nazareth. He had heard of Jesus’ miracles, and sought Jesus out to heal his daughter. As I 

read a commentary about Jairus, the scholar assumed Jairus was a man of means because he was a 

leader in his local synagogue. We do not know if he was a Pharisee, Mark does not tell us. We know 

he was not a temple priest in Jerusalem. All we know as a fact is that Jairus was a local leader in a 

local synagogue whose daughter was on the brink of dying.   

As I reviewed the insights on the ordinary, but assumed parts of Jairus’ life, I wondered 

about other details we cannot know for certain. Why did the others in his synagogue choose him as 

their leader? Was it because he had a big house? Synagogues met in homes, and the minimum size 

of a synagogue was 13 men, a leader and twelve followers. Was it because he was generous, that he 

supported their shared charity work well? Charity expenses could have been their only shared 

budget item; we do not know if they had a rabbi, or if they relied on itinerant rabbis like Jesus or 

Paul.  How did Jairus learn about Jesus and his ability to heal miraculously? So much we do not 

know. 

So, we can imagine our answers as if we were Jairus. What would motivate us to seek out 

Jesus for healing? Who would have told us about Jesus? Most of us would answer these two 

questions based on our own experiences. But what if we take it a step forward, who in your life 

would point to you as a person of faith and generosity who both told and showed you what it 

means to trust in Jesus? Who invited Jairus to the local synagogue in the first place? Who invited 

you to a local church? 

In Monday’s epistle, Rev. Tony challenged us all to invite someone to church. Who will I 

invite? Who will you invite? Could it be that one of our guests on hearing about Jesus from us will 

be our next Jairus, the next faithful local leader of our church?   



Grace always,  

Rev. Dawn 

 


