
 

Be My Vision  

By Barbara Hill   

2 Corinthians 4:18  

As we start these next three Sundays, using vision as our theme, I would like 

to give you the Merriam-Webster Dictionary definition of what vision is:  

something seen in a dream, a thought, concept or object formed by imagination .   

I really don’t dream per se, my visions come in the form of thoughts, and 

imagination.   

So with that said, how many of you are familiar with the hymn Be Thou My 

Vision.  That hymn has quite a history.  Its inspiration goes all the way back to St. 

Patrick.  Born in Scotland in the 4th century, his family home was torched and he 

hid in the bush. Pirates seized him and put him on a ship to Ireland and he became 

a slave.  He was only 16.  He gave his life to the Lord Jesus.  He wrote,  “The Lord 

opened my mind to an awareness of my unbelief  in order that I might remember 

my transgressions and turn with all my heart to the Lord my God” ( Morgan, pg. 

5).   He escaped and returned home.  One night in a dream Patrick remembered 

Paul’s vision of the Macedonia Man in Acts 16.  He envisioned  an Irishman 

pleading with him to come evangelize Ireland.  At the age of 30, with the Latin 

Bible in hand he evangelized and become one of the most fruitful evangelists of all 

time, planting 200 churches and baptizing 100,000 converts.  His work endured 

and several centuries later, the Irish church was still producing hymns, prayers, 

sermons and songs of worship.   

In the 8th century, an unknown poet wrote a prayer asking God to be his 

Vision, his Wisdom, and his Best Thought by day or night. In the early 20th 



century, Mary Elizabeth Byrne, a scholar in Dublin, Ireland, translated this ancient 

Irish poem into English.  Another scholar, Eleanor Hull of Manchester, England, 

took Byrne’s translation and crafted it into verses with rhyme and meter.  Shortly 

thereafter it was set to a traditional Irish folk song, “Slane,” named for an area in 

Ireland where St. Patrick reportedly challenged local Druids with the gospel.   

To this day, Be Thou My Vision is one of the oldest and most moving 

hymns. 

But what do the words mean to you?  From the United Methodist Hymnal, 

page 451, the first verse says, 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, naught be all else to me, save 

that thou art. Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or 

sleeping, thy presence my light. 

.  In prayer, the first verse is asking the Lord to be my vision.   

Personally, I struggle with the thees, thous, arts, and naughts.  So I decided 

to rewrite the words in modern English with permission from Abingdon Press.  

Please don’t be offended, but I would like you to listen to this verse more attune to 

the 21st century. 

1. You are my vision, the Lord of my heart. There’s no one else for me, 

but who you are.  You are my best thought each day and at night. 

Waking or sleeping your presence my light. 

I’m basically repeating the first verse, but the language becomes even more 

personal to me. Notice I made a slight alteration from a prayer asking the Lord to 

be my vision to acknowledging that the Lord Is my vision.  By allowing the Lord 

to come into my heart and by living daily with the Lord as my focus, He will be the 



light of my life.  Those words to me are so powerful and are so relevant to my life 

today.   I accept the Lord as My Savior and turn my heart to him. 

The second verse from the hymn book. 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word, I ever with thee and thou 

with me, Lord. Thou and thou only, first in my heart, great God of 

heaven, my treasure you art. 

Now in the 21st century that verse might sound like this, 

 

2. You are my wisdom and my true word.  I’m always with you and you’re 

with me Lord.  You and you alone are first in my heart.  Great God of 

heaven, such a treasure you are.  

Through the reading of scripture and using these words as my guide to daily 

life, the Lord is with me and I’m with Him.  Does that sound odd?  It’s not.  It is so 

comforting to know that no matter what is going on in my life, the Lord and I are 

together side by side. I ask you to trust in the Lord and let his word be your guide.  

He is always with you, let him be with you totally.  Let the Lord be first in your 

life because there lies your life’s treasure.  Don’t be afraid.  

Now the 3rd verse  

3. Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joy, O 

bright heaven’s sun!  Heart of my own heart, whatever be fall, still be 

my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

 



 Now a more modern version,  

3.  Great God of heaven, my victory’s won. Pray I reach heavens joy and 

it’s bright sun.  Within my own heart, my guide if I fall. You are my 

vision the Ruler of all. 

  I really do look forward to heaven. I can’t wait to see God’s glory.  2 

Corinthians 4:18 says “while we do not look at things which are seen, but at 

things which are not seen. For things which are seen are temporary, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.”   Oh so true.   

This past weekend, Tony and I participated in a celebration of life for a dear 

friend of ours whom we have known most of our married life.  The family used a 

word that we did not understand.  They kept saying that “Joe Ted had a quest for 

the MORE in life (his personal unified theology of a higher purpose).” Even the 

grandchildren talked about their Pappa’s MORE discussions with them.  He was a 

minister, a teacher and a community and University of Oklahoma committee 

member who envisioned a better world through dialogue.  His goal each day was to 

meet someone new, talk to them and share something about himself while trying to 

brighten their day.  He formed numerous small groups in the community and on 

the university campus to talk about their differences and celebrate their diversity,. 

He excelled at getting participants to truly listen to each other’s opinions and see 

value in different ideas they never dreamed they would be able to consider.  He 

loved to study and search God and other Religions and his quest for the MORE.  

This was his vision in life, his calling from God and he fulfilled it well. Our 

friend’s greatest wish in life was to spread the word of being tolerant of others and 

truly listening to people even if he didn’t agree with them.  His vision was to 

brighten someone’s day and share his vision for life. Oh how that vision is so 



needed now.  This day, this year, this 21st century.  So many people have turned 

away from the Lord.  Their God is technology, work, or an addiction.  So many 

people are consumed with the present, yet not communicating with others. 

We as Christians look forward to heaven and spending eternity with the 

Lord.  For those that don’t know our Lord, it is our responsibility to share our 

experiences with them so they can find the Lord for themselves.  It’s up to us to 

share our vision with others. 

Even though I have modernized the words to an 8th century poem, the 

message is still the same to me but the hymn becomes more personal because it is 

real.  It becomes a prayer that I can relate to. It becomes my prayer request.   

If you are struggling and questioning God in your life, please pray these 

words and reflect on these words. Allow God to be your vision in your daily life. 

The vision may not come in the form of a dream, it could be a thought or what you 

are imagining.  Either way, stay focused on the vision of our Lord, walk side by 

side together and share your vision with someone. 

Amen 
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