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It is that time of the school year when all youth celebrate making it through 
another grade—not just completing the almost never-ending checklists of 
assignments but also navigating public education with all the social twists and turns, 
living with rapidly maturing bodies, and learning how to get along with people whose 
parents have different values than our parents have.   

For two of our youth, Ayden Munro and Gabe Overlee, this is an especially big 
end to the school year. On Saturday, May 29th, they will attend to the Hudson High 
School Graduation Commencement Ceremony. They will arrive as high school 
seniors and leave as high school graduates. It is a sharp line of memory for their lives. 
Their education in Hudson schools will be finished. The studies of their high school 
years are complete. Calling it “Commencement” means it is time for them to leave the 
building and get on with “adulting.” 

It is a big marker. One Jesus the Christ did it a little differently when the time 
came for his disciples to graduate from their time with him and to commence with 
their life in the Spirit.  

After his resurrection, Christ appeared many times to many people in a 
glorified body. But then one day, he came to his disciples in Jerusalem for the last 
time and invited them to walk with him to Bethany, a distance that was about the 
same as walking up Vine from the river to the middle school, hilly but not far. And as 
they went along Christ said, “You are witnesses of these things. Look, I’m sending to 
you what my Father promised, but you are to stay in Jerusalem until you have been 
furnished with heavenly power.” (Luke 24:48-49, The Common English Bible/CEB) 
And with that, Jesus left their sight, carried up into heaven.  

Not exactly a high school graduation where the now graduates leave the 
building to commence with their adult life as the faculty, staff, administration, and 
their younger friends go on without them.  
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The night he faced the coming cross Jesus prayed for his disciples, including us. 
It is a prayer we as a church can pray along with him as we pray for each other. Jesus 
prayed, “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.” John 
17:18 CEB  

Youth ministry in the local church is always about preparing young men and 
young women to live as Christ’s disciples in the world for the whole of their lives. To 
our youth today, we say our church’s goal for you by sponsoring youth ministry is that 
you learn for yourself what it means to be a disciple of Christ. It makes no difference 
to us if you were baptized by as an infant, or if you came into later to church because 
a friend invited you. Our goal remains helping youth learn for themselves how to 
commence with Christ in the world.   

The variety of weekly activities you have experienced here in our building is 
your Jerusalem. When the disciples finally lowered their chins as Christ went out of 
sight, they returned to Jerusalem. There they prepared to celebrate the Jewish Festival 
of Tents fifty days after they had last celebrated Passover. Pentecost is the Greek 
word for that Jewish holiday, and it only means fifty days. While they were in 
Jerusalem, they stayed together, attended prayer in the Temple, shared their meals, 
and maybe even their sleeping accommodations. Likewise, when you have gathered 
here as members of our youth group you have shared worship, shared meals, and 
even on occasion shared your sleeping accommodations.   

A keystone of that ministry is our annual summer youth mission trip. Rather 
than send you to camp, we send you out into the world from Hudson to do a service 
project. You plan the trip together. You work to raise funds for the trip together. 
When you are finally on your way you live very closely with each other. You keep 
track of each other. No one gets lost alone. That is not to say you won’t get lost, but 
when you do you will be lost with each other, and you can solve your problem 
together. You will work together, accomplishing a task.  

Where you serve could be compared to the disciples going into the world to 
places such as Corinth, Rome, Galatia or Ephesus—all cities where early missionaries 
went, and established local churches. We know their names because Paul wrote them 
letters that have become our Scripture. But before Paul and the others went there, 
they were places that needed Christian love and service. Likewise, as you go on your 
mission trip this summer in Alaska, you are going to a place that needs Christian love 
and service. And by going, you will learn life lessons in ways simply not possible in a 
hometown classroom. Then as you return, you will take over the preaching for a 
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Sunday to share with the rest of us how our prayers and other support of you 
enriched your life.  

Most likely, you already knew everything I just told you. But there is more.  

The other reason we send you on a trip for a week is so you can learn to live in 
the world with no standardized tests. It is so hard for public high schools as they are 
now to do this work. We expect teachers and the rest of our school staffs to address 
so much more than just the content of the subjects they teach. Still as a culture we 
evaluate you and your teachers by how well you do with the content of your classes 
on standardized tests. There are some good sides to this, but my friends, life has very 
few standardized tests. In life, you go where you are needed and figure out how to 
serve there. It is very possible that you will face circumstances your teachers never 
have.  

So, in the church’s curriculum of the youth mission trip, we purposefully send 
you to learn from experience and not notes what it means to follow Christ as well as 
what it takes to figure out your mission as you go. On summer youth mission trips, 
the mission is defined for you as a project. Perhaps you will roof a house, or build a 
ramp, or plant a garden—that was our big activity on the last youth mission trip I 
chaperoned before Lynn joined us. That project is part of the mission. But you 
finishing the chore is third to you learning to work collaboratively, compassionately, 
and humbly as an ambassador of Christ and our church. Finishing the project is 
second to see how people live outside the Hudson Unified School District.    

And then you will return to what your future holds next. For this year’s 
graduates, that is probably specialized study. For this year’s juniors, sophomores, and 
freshmen it is another year at Hudson High. Perhaps you will do a few more of these 
trips, but one great day, you will all will graduate from high school and commence 
adulting. You will have your eighteenth birthday. And one day, it may be shortly after 
your high school commencement or it may take some time, but one day you will go 
out into the world.  

If Hudson in general and your parents’ home is Jerusalem, the world is where 
you will commence to live your adult life.  

“Adulting” can be hard work. But you have some gifts of the Spirit which God 
has given you as your church has nurtured for you when you were young. These are 
the gifts of being loved as you are, the gift of knowing that you were wonderfully 
made by the same Creator who created today’s sunrise, and the gift of being sustained 
by the prayers of your church.  
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Those spiritual gifts will never go away. While we the church that nurtured you 
will not disappear as suddenly as Christ left the disciples, someday we may be out of 
sight. But here is a very important idea for you to carry as you prepare for that day to 
come. Christ prayed for you. We prayed for you. Christ still prays for you, and our 
prayers for you now are joined with His. And so now please bow and join your hearts 
with ours as we pray Jesus’ prayer for us together.    

Father,  

“When I was with them, I watched over them in your name, the name you gave 
to me, and I kept them safe. . .. Now I’m coming to you and I say these things 
while I’m in the world so that they can share completely in my joy. I gave your 
word to them and the world hated them, because they don’t belong to this 
world, just as I don’t belong to this world. I’m not asking that you take them 
out of this world but that you keep them safe from the evil one. They don’t 
belong to this world, just as I don’t belong to this world. Make them holy in the 
truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them 
into the world. I made myself holy on their behalf so that they also would be 
made holy in the truth. (John 17: 12-19 CEB)  

 

Amen.  

 


