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Greetings, 

Summer is almost here and with it comes warmer weather, the lessening of COVID restrictions 
and the resuming of community and church activities. We are not as homebound nor are we online 
as much as we once were.  

Therefore starting in June, Rev. Dawn will be offering the Daily Epistle to you every Monday and 
every Wednesday. Monday epistle writers will be by one of our HUMC epistle writers and on 
Wednesday the epistle will be by Rev. Dawn. Your epistle will arrive in your email inbox between 2 
to 3 pm. We hope you choose to continue to read and reflect on the inspiring messages. 

Today, will be the last Wednesday epistle reflection. It is by our Bishop Hee-Soo Jung. If you wish 
to continue to read future reflections go to www.wisconsinumc.org.  

Kathy OBS. 

 
Reflection  
By Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope 

for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. (Romans 8:22-25) 

 

Springtime is literally bursting forth all around us!  New life, new green, new blessings, new hope.  

Im and I work outside a lot at the Episcopal residence, and we love the yard, the flowers and trees, 

the lawn, and the fresh air.  There is a special energy in the springtime.  And this year is especially 

exciting and hopeful as we see the pandemic slowing and we see signs of returning together in 

person very soon.  We can resonate with the idea that the whole of creation has been groaning!  

Certainly, many of us have been groaning through this time of anxiety and virus, isolation and 

separation. 

 

But what a helpful metaphor is labor and birth – we have been gestating through a difficult 

pregnant period and we are more than ready to emerge into the world once more.  Waiting through 

a long period of preparation and development is not easy, but it is worthwhile.  There is much pain 

and discomfort yet resulting in great joy and celebration.  The birth process is hard but necessary.  



It is an essential and global metaphor for hope. 

 

Couples expecting a child are filled with hope.  Yes, there can be some fear and anxiety, sometimes 

there is loss and grief, but usually there is incredible happiness and rejoicing.  

 And life is forever changed! 

 

I celebrate the great and powerful faith of my beloved Wisconsin people through this pandemic.  I 

have been deeply touched and inspired by the prayerful responses, the loving care you have shown 

one another by masking, social distancing, and taking all the precautions necessary to keep others 

safe, and the creative and vital leadership clergy and laity from across the Conference have shown 

since last March.  And through it all, we have lived in hope, even when we have not seen the end in 

sight! 

 

Walking by faith is not always easy.  Making sacrifices for the good of others is not always 

convenient.  Separation from our communities in worship and fellowship has been painful.  And it 

may take some time for us to recover from the grief and loneliness and anger caused by the 

pandemic.  But we are a people of Good News, and the Good News we have is that God’s Holy 

Spirit is with us every step of the way.  And the Savior who brought light into human darkness over 

2000 years ago is the same Messiah bringing light to end our current darkness today. 

 

Things may never return to the “normal” we experienced before the COVID-19 pandemic, but we 

will live into a new and exciting future, taking all we have learned and all we have gained with us.  

Rejoice that new birth and new life is coming, and in faith, wait with patience.  Our God is good, 

and God will never let us down.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer:  Almighty God, hear our prayer for patience.  Fill us with hope, and renew our 

spirits with the joy that is too come.  We have been passing through a difficult wilderness 

time; usher us into a Promised Land of fellowship and reunion in the days to come.  We 

pray all in Jesus’ name.   Amen. 

 


