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Hello Church!  

We are near the end of our Easter season. Only one Sunday between now and Pentecost. Do you 

have your red outfit ready for that day? This is simply your first heads up that as you get your 

laundry done and it would be wise to set that red (dress/shirt/T shirt/necktie/scarf) aside for May 

23.  

But we are not there yet. Today is Ascension Day, the year Jesus walked the two miles to Bethany 

for the last time before rising out of his disciples’ sight. It has been forty days since we celebrated 

the Resurrection. Up to this point if we were reading the Bible from cover to cover, whenever we 

read of time measured in 40-time units is always a period of trial and testing. Noah and family were 

on the ark 40 days. Moses led the people in the wilderness for 40 years. Jesus spent 40 days in the 

wilderness before beginning his public ministry.  

The Bible does not say Jesus ascended into heaven on the 40th day of his resurrected life. Early 

church leaders chose the 40th day of the Easter season to be the small holy day now called 

Ascension Day.  

Luke alone tells us the story of that day, but he tells it twice. The first is at the end of his gospel, 

Luke 24:50-53. The second is the opening of the Acts of the Apostles, Acts 1:6-11. The words I am 

pondering come from Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit (comes) upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” (New Revised Standard Version, NRSV)  

I made a little change in the verb tense following the Holy Spirit. The scholars chose “will come,” 

but my grammar editing software put a squiggly blue line underneath “will come” to suggest it 

would be better prose if I changed it to “comes.” My grammar editing software prefers active 

verbs, which I believe are much closer to how Christ spoke post Resurrection.  

We follow Christ life in eternal life always, in this now. While as mortals we experience time 

passing, as immortal beings we know our present moment is always embedded in eternity with no 

past and now future. Perhaps on the day Jesus walked those two miles from Jerusalem to Bethany 

for the last time with his disciples, he said “. . . will come. . .” But we who live after the first 

Pentecost know the Holy Spirit comes to us again and again as our life goes on. Sometimes the 

Holy Spirit comes in our hard difficult hours, when we need to know God present the most. Other 

times the Holy Spirit comes when God needs as immortal beings in this mortal world. “We are an 

Easter people living in a Good Friday world.” (the mission statement of Easter Hill United 

Methodist Church, Richmond, California) 

This coming Sunday our worship plan celebrates our youth. We will have a special focus for Ayden 

and Gabe at our 10:30 worship as they finish their high school education and receive their diplomas 



later this month. The word I prefer for this milestone day is “commencement.” With high school 

complete they will commence into adulthood, and that part of their story is not yet written. Who 

knows what twists and turn life will lead them through?  

No one ever comes home from their high school graduation ceremony and wakes up the next 

morning to put their name on the Wintergreen waiting list. And yet everyone on the Wintergreen 

waiting list has finished high school. Some with a diploma, a certificate of completion, just like the 

ones both Ayden and Gabe have almost earned. Others will have had their education cut short. I 

think of one of my bright high school classmate. She was a gifted writer whose high school 

education was cut short when she became an unwed mother, because no adult stepped up to help 

her finish high school. Still her life also commenced the day after our class graduated. 

A big part of why Ayden and Gabe are at this finish line is because they were blessed to be raised in 

stable homes here in a Hudson. As their church, we have prayed for them. We have encouraged 

them. We have included them. On Sunday we will celebrate their milestone with them. And then 

we will all commence waiting for when the Holy Spirit comes and leads us on, away from our 

Jerusalem and into Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth.  

I hope you will be there this Sunday to celebrate with Ayden and Gabe. We will also be 

commissioning our youth mission team as they continue to prepare for their summer adventure. 

The plan includes finishing this sermon with some ideas of what it means to wake up in our 

“Jerusalem.”  

May Grace abound as you wait for the Holy Spirit’s coming!  

Rev. Dawn  

 


