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Hello Church!  

 Are you ready for Sunday? It is Mother’s Day, just in case you missed seeing florist and 

sweets ads popping up in your choice of media. Mother’s Day was begun by a Methodist to honor 

her mother, a woman dedicated to doing all she could for the cause of women. I did not bother to 

re-look that up this year; I have researched and told that story so often in my years of preaching on 

Mother’s Day that those facts are now embedded in my psyche.  

 As we come to the end of our “Be Love” series on Mother’s Day, our sermon topic is “Be 

Love for God.” I invite you to help me with the sermon opener. My plan is to ask for folks to call 

out a phrase they remember their mothers or grandmothers saying over and over again. Grandma 

Jeffers said which I suspect she learned from her mother/my great-grandmother, Maude Alice 

Richardson Kenton, is this, “There is so much bad in the best of us and so much good in the worst 

of us, it behooves all of us not to judge the rest of us.” Just in case your grandma didn’t use the 

word “behooves” an alternative way to say this would be “. . . it is incumbent on all of us not to 

judge the rest of us.”  

 So, what memorable saying did your mother or grandmother say over and over again? I hope 

to hear your answers even while you watch the sermon on Facebook or YouTube at home or read 

it in your mail. 

 Another phrase I learned from pure repetition is “People tell their important stories over 

and over again.” That is not from my grandmother. That is from my professor for worship, the late 

Rev. Dr. Doug Adams. Studying with worship with Dr. Adams was the beginning of my practice of 

listening well as part of preaching. Dr. Adams  assumed that worship in general and preaching in 

particular is part of a larger conversation between the church/community and a preacher.  

 The Scripture selected for this Sunday is once again focused on “Love one another.” As we 

were reading Disciplines 2021 at our house today, one verse from our Gospel lesson jumped out for 

me from my mother’s old Bible. “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and 

your joy may be complete.” (John 15:11, New Revised Standard Version)  

 While St. John was quoting Jesus speaking to his disciples, how many times have our 

mothers in good faith said something like this to us? I know my mother said similar things to me 

and I have said similar things to my children. Also, I wonder how many times as he listened that 

John heard Jesus say these words of some very much like them? The realities for writing his gospel 

make John write some important things just once, but is it possible that John heard Jesus say those 

words over and over again in the years he traveled with Jesus? Is it possible that like our mothers’ 

and grandmothers’ words, these words of Jesus played over and over again in John’s memory as he 

passed his faith on to future generations?  

 This past week, Darci and I had the privilege of drawing from our experiences of caring for 

people diagnosed with dementia to create a 2 minute video for Dementia Awareness Sunday, June 



13th. Everything we say in the video is true. The dates are factual. But taking Darci’s 11 year walk 

with Mike’s dementia and combining it with my 22 years of pastoral care for families coping with 

that diagnosis into only 2 minutes of dialog was a good piece of work as we told our long stories 

short. We had our listeners in mind, specifically couples who are beginning to suspect “something 

is wrong.” We took our 33 years of our experience plus the experience of two of our Lay Pastoral 

Care Team members, Vicki Bolton and Kathy Anderson, as key but off-screen players in our 

shared story and boiled our acquired wisdom down to only 2 minutes of intentionally useful dialog. 

All of us directly involved in producing this video—a total of 6 people—would paraphrase Jesus 

words for our work like this for our intended listeners, “We have said these things to you to share 

the joy of our journey with you so that you on your journey will know you are not walking alone.”  

 I only hope our audience can listen and hear the joy and hope we are trying so hard to share 

along with their needed next resources. I think St. John had struggles writing his gospel similar to 

ours with filming our video as he worked to capture the most important teaching of Jesus in his 

life. I also believe Christ has similar feelings of care for us as we read the Gospels and listen for his 

voice in them. 

 To review, Jesus stressed love to share his joy with you. Also, you have Sunday homework. 

What is that thing your grandmother or mother said over and over that guides how you live? Be 

ready. This will not be a pop quiz but an important part of listening well to our mothers, 

grandmothers, and Christ.  

 Grace abounds!  

 Rev. Dawn 

 


