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Welcome Changes   
By John Duntley 
  
Sirach 39:14 (from the Apochrypha) 
Send out fragrance like incense, and put forth blossoms like a lily. Scatter the fragrance, and sing a hymn of praise; 
bless the Lord for all his works. 
  
Spring is always an amazing season of change.   This April has been unusual with periods of 
unusual warm days followed by a very wet and cool week.  Nevertheless, the buds have started to 
leaf out, the grass is growing greener by the day.  On a warm day it is beginning to smell like 
spring.  Waves of birds are migrating through on their trek northward.  Gardens are being prepared 
and as we enter May we think of all the spring and summer parts of our lives.  Are we facing spring 
changes this season?  We each may have our own list; graduations, end of another school year, 
fishing season, summer vacations coming.  And for 2021 maybe our most unique and important 
spring in many years, the light at the end of the tunnel for the pandemic.  Whether you have 
recovered from Covid, never had Covid, completed vaccinations or prefer not to vaccinate, this is a 
most different spring.  And it is one that we should take notice and be intentional with our 
appreciation for our neighbors and for each other.  For staying connected or for begin able to 
reconnect in new ways. 
  
After months of social distancing and is some cases isolation, we may be welcoming back small 
gatherings.  While we have small in-church worship we now begin to worship as a larger group 
outdoors on the church lawn at the 10:30 service.  The pandemic has created an accessible online 
worship opportunity that many have enjoyed on a weekly basis via YouTube or have joined Zoom 
prayer sessions that has provided a valuable connection for many that will likely stay in place as we 
worship this spring, summer and beyond.  Not only have we experienced many changes in our daily 
lives, we have adapted and made changes to our worship and faith practices.  As we do experience 
spring changes with these options it is an opportunity for each of us to remain faithful in different 
ways and for each of us to accept and value that we have many ways to experience God’s love and 
grow in our discipleship.   
 
Not everyone may be ready to sit outdoors for worship, or join an in-church service.  Likewise, 
some may find the online worship options well suited for their personal family schedules.  As a 
church family we can embrace these differences, appreciate our neighbors’ faith preferences and we 
can even share and invite others to join us in any of these discipleship opportunities.  We are all a 
part of a caring and welcoming church. 
  
It is refreshing that during this past pandemic year we have seldom been together in person but we 
have been together in spirit.  We have appreciated our worship leaders and youth who have weekly 
reminded us of our bonds of Christian belief.  In fact, we have actually grown with new church 
members in a year where we seldom sat in pews together.  This is a testimony to how we can relate 



to others and share God’s love in so many ways that will bring us together and add to our faithful 
numbers.  Take a fresh and hopeful view of the spring and summer ahead by keeping faith at the 
forefront and sharing the many opportunities for relationship with others.  Find chances to 
celebrate God’s grace and your faith with the changes of spring and the many options for sharing 
your faith with our church family. 
  
Take to heart the verse of the Serenity Prayer as you consider what changes you may personally 
face or that we as a church family may face in the months to come: 
  
 God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change 
the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. 
 


