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Hello Church!  

 While working on sermon prep yesterday, I realized once again that while the Lord is our 
shepherd, we are not actual sheep. If you missed Monday’s DCE, our scripture for this week 
includes Psalm 23 and John 10 coupled with 1st John 3. 

 The idea that God is to us what a shepherd is to sheep is a metaphor so familiar that we may 
forget it is a word picture using a comparison of one reality with another to help us understand our 
relationship with God. So, as David said “the Lord is my Shepherd” and Jesus built on that idea 
with “I am the Good Shepherd,” we catch a mirror’s glimpse of God in human beings who are 
shepherds.  

 Preachers have loved to play with this metaphor, often calling ourselves “God’s sheepdogs.” 
You may have heard a pastor, including me, make that comparison. But here is the rub—
sheepdogs are never sheep, but when accepting a call to pastoral ministry, a pastor never stops 
being a human being.  

 Why am I laboring with this point? Just this, Sunday’s Be Love sermon will focus on how we 
as mature adults can Be Love to the youth and young adults in our lives. I wondered if I could make 
our youth be lambs while all who have finished high school could be seen as rams and ewes. I have 
no experience herding sheep. My fascination with sheep comes from being a preacher, a knitter, 
and a country girl with a lifelong love of large breed herding and guard dogs. Everything I know 
about keeping sheep I either read in a book, saw on a knitting show, or a real Wisconsin shepherd 
told me. I have been the pastor of several shepherds and they have all affirmed that my favorite 
book on shepherds, A Shepherd Looks at the 23rd Psalm by Philip Keller, is an accurate account of the 
relationship between shepherds and sheep.  

 I have a vague memory about ewes and rams protecting lambs that I wanted to verify. And 
perhaps I will still call the Burmoods later today. But instead of bothering them, I began with 
websites for 4-H members doing their first sheep project. Those websites quickly made my sermon 
illustration idea useless. Sheep are fully mature at age two while humans are not fully mature until 
around age 26, according to both current brain development research and my real-life experience as 
a mother.  

Our beloved metaphor leads us to conclude that if the Lord is our shepherd, we must be 
sheep. While there are parallels, my friends, we are human beings and not sheep. How we love our 
young must come from somewhere else. 

This morning as I was scanning yesterday’s news via YouTube, when I caught yesterday’s 
Today Show interview of former President George W. Bush. (George W. Bush Joins Daughter 



Jenna Bush Hager To Discuss Immigration | TODAY - YouTube) He is on a book tour 
promoting his new book, Out of Many, One: Portraits of American Immigrants.  I would love to meet 
him someday, after all we are both active United Methodists. Early in the interview President Bush 
lifted our core Methodist belief that we are all created in the image of a loving Creator. We may 
hold different roles. We may be on different journeys. But we are all human beings created by the 
same Creator who loves us all. Amen Brother George! Preach it! 

It seems to me that this is where love as something truly practical begins. Not in our 
metaphors, but by embracing our reality that we are all human beings created by the same Creator.  
Not one of us is a sheep, not a ram, not a ewe, not a lamb. We are men, women, and children. We 
have varied skills and talents; we have a variety of different skin tones. But we all are made to 
reflect God in our lives.  

So here is a little homework to help you as a regular reader of these DCEs to prepare to hear 
this week’s sermon. Many of our youth are discerning what their life will be when the conformity 
of high school is over. This is important. As adults in our church we have memories of being a 
youth discerning what would come next in our lives after high school. Not only that, among those 
memories are adults who were truly loving and helpful for us. As you prepare for Sunday, please 
take time to remember an adult who said something to you as a youth that helped you find your 
way—much like rams and ewes help lambs find their way following their shepherds.  

Have fun with that!  

Grace always,  

Rev. Dawn 

 


